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Reading a story to children with a rationale and reflection.

Part One
The story I chose to read to the pupils was ‘Tedi Tw t- Y Fferm’. The age group that I completed this task with was a mixed Year one and two class, varying of five to six year olds. The Personal Training Target that is set myself was to speak and read confidently in Welsh to the pupils, improving both theirs and my own skills with the welsh language. The learning intension/objective for this lesson was to learn the names of animals in Welsh and to speak aloud in front of peers, with the success criteria being to be able to identify animals in welsh and be able to read out loud in welsh confidently in class. The links to previous learning is that the pupils had been reading welsh stories of similar level to Tedi Twt in their classroom every week as a way to keep up the learning and encouragement of welsh. They were very familiar with Tedi Twt, however had not looked at the chosen story before. They are also currently on the topic of animals in their class, therefore I deemed this story as appropriate and suitable for their linguistic attainment. The resource I used for this lesson was the interactional white board which I used as opposed to the paper book as I thought that this would be more effective to my lesson as it meant that the story was displayed visibly and clearly, therefore making it easier for the pupils to follow and then read aloud themselves. This also made the lesson more effective as the pupils could see what I was reading without the hassle of holding up a book and them not being able to easily see what I was reading.
For links to curriculum coverage for Foundation Phase, in the section Welsh Language Development Area of Learning, this lesson covered ‘participate as individuals, pairs and in differently sized groups’, ‘talk/communicate for a variety of purposes including  joining in with simple rhymes and stories’ and ‘listen to a story being read by following the print’ (Welsh Government, 2015). I also incorporated the Digital Competency Framework with the use of the interactional white board as opposed to using a paper book.

Part Two
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_zYXYHzr2RY&t=34s

Part Three
When reflecting on this experience, to start with, I was nervous about this lesson before completing it as it was my first time reading a welsh story to a class and as I am not very confident in the Welsh language, this was a task for me. Although initially nervous, I found that I felt at ease having knowledge on the pupil’s current knowledge and level of learning welsh. I also found that by reading the book a few times before reading it to the class helped me with my confidence and pronunciation. 
I feel as though many aspects of this lesson went well as throughout the lesson, the pupils remained engaged and were enthusiastic when answering. I also feel as though it helped with their skills in speaking and reading Welsh. The chosen story worked well with the class as they are currently learning about animals and have recently been on a trip to Folly Farm, therefore this story helped with their knowledge on animal names in Welsh and was of great interest to the pupils. As well as this, the learning objective was met as well as the success criteria. I also achieved my own personal target. All pupils appeared to enjoy the lesson and all were engaged and especially enjoyed as this story was new to them. I also feel as though this lesson worked well with the group of pupils I had, rather than a whole class. This is as it allowed me to communicate more with the pupils and each had a chance to read parts of the story. I believe that this wouldn’t have happened if I used the whole class all at once as not everyone would have had an opportunity to speak aloud and not every pupil would be interacting. This type of learning strategy can be supported by Vygotsky (1962) who talks about learning through interaction and communicating with others. He states that teachers can create a learning environment that can increase the learner's ability to interact with each other through discussion, collaboration, and feedback. Another aspect that went well was the use of the interactional white board; the story was easily visible, the images were large and the pupils could follow what I was reading without any difficulty of seeing the words.
I feel as though this lesson was successful as it was clear to see the pupils were enthusiastic and enjoyed the story and all were willing to participate when reading the story after me and answering my questions. I decided on this story for a variety of reasons. Firstly, I examined the currently level of learning welsh in the classroom and looked closely at how much the pupils used the language throughout their learning. I found that they knew simple and basic welsh words and phrases such as when answering the register and asking to go to the toilet, however they did not seem to complete many welsh based lessons. I also examined the types of welsh books in the classroom that they did read, and found that they were of similar level to the book I chose. This allowed me to find a story I thought would not be too difficult for the pupils, but still lead to new words and phrases being learnt. I decided on Tedi Twt - Y Fferm as the pupils were learning about animals and had very recently been on a trip to Folly Farm. I therefore found that this book fit perfectly with their current learning and was relevant knowledge they required. This also meant that the pupils were more interested in the story as it was linked with what they were already learning about.  Examining the pupils current knowledge in the welsh language allowed me to make sure my teaching was relevant and accurate. This is an important part of teaching and is also done by the Estyn Reports (2017) who consider pupils’ progress from the Foundation Phase to Key Stage 2 and Key Stage 3 when looking at the learning of welsh.
Although the lesson went well, I feel as though it would have gone better if I was more confident in using the language. The main disappointment of the lesson was that I was worried about not using the language correctly and that the pupils would notice my lack of confidence, however I tried my best to hide it as I didn’t want to show that I was not a confident welsh speaker. When reflecting on what I would keep the same if I was to repeat this lesson is that I will keep the use of sitting on the carpet and using the interactional white board to read a story like this as I feel as though it was the most effective way to keep the class engaged. It allowed them to see the words and images clearly and they could follow what I was saying which impacted on their learning. The cause of the most disappointing element was that I lacked confidence and this was mainly due to having no experience with reading a welsh story to a class. To solve this issue, next time I will make sure I thoroughly revise welsh and gather a confidence in teaching it to the pupils so that this has an impact on my teaching.
This lesson allowed me to identify where I need to go next with my teaching and has meant I can reflect on my own teaching and use this to improve my skills and techniques. Next, I will continue to try my best at examining the pupils’ current knowledge to shape what I teach as I believe this was extremely beneficial to my teaching and allowed me to choose a suitable resource. I will also make sure to gain confidence in what I am teaching.
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