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This essay will explain differences in childhood and family life and will provide a comparison of definitions of childhood between Victorian times and present times, how children and their family lives changed since the Victorian times, including the range of factors as well as the development of policies and legislations. This essay will focus on children’s health care and education, how it developed, and what impact on children it had, will discuss a range of approaches and interventions to support vulnerable children at present times and how it helps to reduce inequalities, this essay will provide relevant recommendations for improvement as well as discussing benefits and potential historical association. Victorian era (1837-1901) when Queen Victoria was on the throne (historicalassociation 2022). 

 Children growing up in the 19th century would be fortunate to live to the age of 30, whereas babies born today are expected to live to be 100. Children who frequently worked 12 hours a day would get home fatigued to a minimal meal in a small, damp home in an overpopulated slum where illness outbreaks were frequent. 150 years ago, diseases like fever, tuberculosis, and typhus were fatal but now they are very uncommon (Victorian-era 2022). Children from impoverished families were weak, malnourished, and unable to defend themselves against sickness as a result of living in such appalling conditions. People were not able to receive the level of treatment and if a person were unfortunate enough to need to visit a hospital. Anesthetics, medicines, and clean medical equipment were all absent. 
Early in the 19th century, nothing was known about the origins or transmission of diseases. People were more likely to contract an illness in a hospital than outdoors since doctors did not wash their hands after seeing patients, and infections spread swiftly. Doctors were pricey, poorly educated, and had minimal and lack of medical data or knowledge about the functioning aspects of the human body. Common cures included having blood drained or sucked out by leeches, traveling to areas with "better air," or taking medications that caused a person to feel extremely ill or must use the restroom straight after, Tonics, pills, and potions were freely accessible from the neighborhood’s apothecary or chemist and were by far the cheapest therapies available to the poor as many poor families could not afford to pay for a doctor (Documentarytube 2020). Many thousands of people have died since most of the treatments that were accessible simply did not work, even the middle and upper classes would die due to poor medical knowledge. 
The campaign for mass vaccination was started in the 1790s by Edward Jenner. Before Jenner, it was normal practice to intentionally infect patients with smallpox in the hopes that they would have a weaker case and develop immunity. With the first Vaccination Act of 1840, the British government banned variolation when the scientific community improved its understanding of how infectious diseases spread.
The new Poor Law Unions established under the Act of 1840 also offered free vaccines to the underprivileged, the Immunization Act of 1853 was enacted when the government intensified efforts to raise vaccination rates, the Act mandated that all infants younger than three months old receive a vaccination (Healthfoundation 2022). Parents of newborns were given vaccination certificates by their local registrars of births, marriages, and deaths, which they had to return with a doctor's signature, parents who are careless risk fines or jail time. The government ramped up its efforts and mandated that all children under the age of 14 receive a smallpox vaccination in 1867 (NationalArchive 2022). Smallpox vaccination requirements were abolished in the UK in 1948, and the World Health Organization declared the virus to have been eliminated, in 1978 ideas were expanding during the early Victorian era (NationalArchive 2022). The field of medicine was changing as a result of the discoveries being made by scientists, physicians, and pharmacists. However, much of medicine during Queen Victoria's early reign was still based on antiquated ideas rather than newly discovered scientific principles. Herbalists, who are experts in plants, would have been crucial when combining medications since they could tell doctors and pharmacists what conditions particular herbs and plants could treat. They would also be familiar with potential sources for such plants. The fact that the plants used to make natural treatments were free was one of its major advantages (BCMJ 2022). Many young parents would die and leave their children orphans and at this point, London had a severe population crisis full of orphans rich or poor, left on the streets or in workhouses if there were no place in orphanages, workhouses would provide children with shelter and food in return for unpleasant and hard work (MOL 2022). Since there was always death, the funeral industry grew significantly in the 19th century. Undertakers, who mostly served the wealthy, assisted in planning the funerals of people who wanted to make a very public display of people’s money as well as people’s sadness (Oliveto 2022). Funerals for the wealthy had to be lavish affairs, with no expense spared. The main worry of the poor people was to avoid the embarrassment of a pauper's funeral. The Victorians did not view death as a taboo topic like people do today since people died so young, children's nursery rhymes, pantomimes, and singing games for example Ring a Ring of Roses, Booman, Jenny Jones, and Old Roger frequently dealt with death (BCC 2022). 
It is known that Victorian children were living completely different lives compared to today’s children. Children from poor families as little as six years old were expected to go to work to help support the family budget, therefore were not able to attend school or any other education, due to this population in London started growing rapidly and leading to poverty and overcrowding. Children did not have many clothes or toys and some children were lucky to get some toys it would be homemade. If a child would go to school this means the family is losing money and must pay for the child’s education. For those who attend school every day and on time as an encouragement school would give medals. It is known that rich children would have a private tutor and would be taught at home, and the middle class would go to private academies or grammar schools (MOL 2022).  Many Victorians believed that by educating the poor it is possible to solve the growing problem, by teaching people good values such as obedience and honesty. Even though the law was enforced in 1880 for every child aged five to ten to attend school, parents from large poor families still struggled to provide children with education due to not having enough money. Unfortunately, in Victorian times there were no child protection plans or any other protection for children, their children were subject to various forms of child abuse in school by being caned and hit by teachers if there would be mistakes in spelling or did not understand lessons if a child broke any of the rules it would be punishment involving cane or a strap, in the winter classrooms would be cold and teachers would make lessons as hard and repetitive as possible, boys and girls were separated and taught different subjects such as home-making skills for girls and woodwork for boys (BCC 2022). Many schools were dreary buildings with windows that were too high for students to see outside, by today's standards, they were dull, with only a possibly severe sentence painted on the walls, and boys and girls had separate entrances and playgrounds. Even when boys and girls were taught in the same classroom in smaller schools, they would nonetheless sit apart. Some classes were very large, the British School in Hitchin had a room that can fit 300 boys (HHS 2022). Although classes in village schools would have been smaller, they frequently had a very wide age range, and the size of the school classes necessitated a regulated approach to everything. Learning the names and dates of kings and queens or reciting the "times" table required a lot of repetition in the classroom.
By today's standards, teachers were often harsh and quite frightful, children quickly discovered that they had to comply with instructions or risk getting clipped around the ears or given a ruler swat across the knuckles. Most teachers were not qualified by having a college education, they learned "on the job" in a form of apprenticeship. When it came time to graduate from high school, individuals who demonstrated talent could continue as "pupil teachers," helping the instructor in exchange for lessons. The teacher would choose a selection of the brightest students and they would subsequently be taught by the headmaster in separate lessons after school (Victorianschool 2022). 
The Education Act was not implemented until 1870, or about halfway through the Victorian era. Prior to this, the ability to receive an education depended on one's social standing, religion, and financial resources. This was mostly due to the fact that all forms of education were always privately supported, either by churches or by private citizens (Victorianera 2022). The Elementary Education (Blind and Deaf Children) Act of 1893, which established special schools, also made education compulsory for blind and deaf children. The Elementary Education (Defective and Epileptic Children) Act of 1899 included a similar provision for children with physical disabilities (Parliament 2022). Legislation protecting child and adult employees started to be passed as a result of early campaigns by individuals like Michael Sadler and the Earl of Shaftesbury and findings by legislative commissions. Legislation on child labor, mine and factory safety, public health, the abolition of slavery in the British Empire, and educational reform were all significant changes there for by 1880 education was compulsory for all children up to the age of 10 (Historicalassosiation 2022).  The below-mentioned changes have taken place over a very long time, starting in the 1830s with the enactment of the first laws prohibiting child labor and continuing up to the current day with the creation of the "rights of the child," promoted by the United Nations. In 19th century, there was many ‘factory acts’ The 1833 Manufacturers Act was the first law to forbid the employment of children under the age of nine, and it mandated that factories give children aged 9 to 13 with at least 12 hours of schooling per week. This concept was expanded to all industries by the 1867 Manufacturers Act, which made it unlawful for any factories to employ children under the age of eight and to fail to offer children aged eight to thirteen with at least ten hours of schooling each week. Children under the age of 10 were completely prohibited from working under the 1878 Factories Act, which complemented the implementation of educational regulations. Today child is not allowed to work full-time until turn 16 years old and even then, the child must be provided training with employment, child aged 13-15 is able to work as well if the employer is providing and following rights and regulations, children this age have restrictions on what jobs can be done and how many hours person works (	UNICEF 2022). The school graduation age gradually rose over the following century, while education funding increased. Children had to stay in school or work while receiving training until they were 18 starting in 2013 when the school-leaving age was raised to 14 in 1918. Currently, the UK government spends approximately £100 billion annually on education, and the child-education sector employs about 500 000 people (IEA 2022). Children are required to attend school for 13 years, during which time their attendance, academic development, and need for further support are closely monitored (some could even argue over-monitored). The curriculum has expanded to encompass a variety of academic and subsequently vocational courses, and there are now more options for students to choose from, which has enlarged the breadth of education (ReviseSociology 2022). Changes over the past century or so suggest that our society has become more child-centered. Children now play a more important role than ever, receive more time and money than ever, are the "primary concern" of many public services, and are frequently the only thing that gives many parents' lives purpose. The child-centered society, according to Cunningham (2006), has three key characteristics, the worlds of children and adults are divided, they have different social venues, such as playgrounds and schools for kids and workplaces and bars for adults, rights are becoming more and more linked to childhood, and childhood is seen as the antithesis of adulthood, in particular, children are seen as needing protection from the adult world (ReviseSociology 2022). 
The United Nations Convention on the rights of the child as well known as UNCRC or CRC, it is an international treaty protecting human rights, and in the United Kingdom, it come into force in 1992, by setting rights for children such as health, civil, social, cultural, and economic. Every UN member has accepted and enforced the Convention except the United States, the Convention is divided into 54 different articles, and it is covering every single aspect in a child’s life, also explaining how government and adults must work together to make sure all children’s rights are met. Every right in the Convention is linked to one another and cannot be separated, every right has the same state of importance (UNICEF 2022).
It can be said that the Victorian era was clearly a break throw era of health care and vaccination, because of the vaccination act number of deaths was lower than before, and by educating people government managed to slow down overcrowding. Due to the education act, many children were able to attend schools even though schools changed a lot since Victorian times it is still many areas in education that could be improved, medicine and health care is so much more improved in this day and age, what was deadly virus back in Victorian times now can be treated by simple medication or vaccination, but it always the place for improvement in the health care sector.
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