Task 3 – Source Evaluation Template 
Student Details
Name and student ID: Aline Amorim Pinheiro 2540483
Topic chosen:  The use of social media to Promote Business
Title of source: The Importance of Social Media Marketing Strategies for Small Businesses
Author(s): Anca Popescu, Adriana Tulbure (Handaric)
Year published: 2022
How did you find this source?

I found this article through our university library (UWTSD Library Search/ ProQuest) by searching for keywords related to my topic.

Why did you choose this source?

I chose this source because it is directly related to what I am researching, social media strategies for small businesses. It talks about practical ways you can use social media to grow, and it is an academic source, not just a blog it comes from a university journal, so it is based on academic research. It is a combination of both  relevant and credible, because it explains real strategies and was also written by someone who is doing a doctorate in Marketing.
For example, the article refers to data from the Pew Research Center, shows that 70% of social media users check their accounts at least once a day

When was it published? Is it recent enough? Why?
This article was published in 2022, which was 4 years ago. Although social media keeps evolving, I still find that the core ideas about why social media is important for small businesses are still useful and accurate.
Author Credibility
Who is the author? What are their qualifications or expertise?

There are two authors, Popescu and Tulbure. Tulbure is a doctoral student with a marketing background. Although she is still studying, being at Transilvania University of Brasov makes her credible, and she has academic expertise in the subject she is writing about.
Reliability
Is the source reliable? Why?

I consider this source reliable because it was published in a university journal (Bulletin of the Transilvania University of Brasov). It also includes a list of references, which shows that the authors based their work on previous academic research. I also found this source through my university's library, which adds more credibility.
However, one limitation of this source is that social media platforms are always changing, and since the article was published in 2022, current trends and algorithms may be different in 2026. Therefore, it would be useful to compare this source with more recent research to make sure the information is still up to date.

5-Minute Presentation Structure
1. Introduce topic and source 
2. Explain how you found the source
3. Evaluate credibility (author, date, reliability)  - To do so, you will need to respond to the above questions. 
4. Short reflection – What did you find difficult about this task? 
My biggest difficulty was applying critical thinking in an academic way. I consider myself a critical person, even with myself, but critical thinking at a university level is different, it’s more structured and focused on things like evaluating sources, data and methodology. This was a real challenge for me but I believe I will adapt and improve with more practice.

5. What did you learn from this task?
I learned skills that i will definitely use in my future assignments, like checking the credibility of a source before using it, and understanding that even academic sources can have limitations, such as being outdated. This task also taught me to think more critically about the sources I use.
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