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	History of Child Rights

Since 1919, the international community, following the creation of The League of Nations (later to become the UN), starts to give importance to that concept and elaborates a Committee for child protection.
The League of Nations adopts the Declaration of the Rights of the Child on September 16, 1924, which is the first international treaty concerning children’s rights.    (Humanium, no date)

Then, the League of Nations adopted the Geneva Declaration on the Rights of the Child. 
 In 1948 The United Nations General Assembly passed the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
In 1959 The UN General Assembly adopted the Declaration of the Rights of the Child.  
In 1989 The Convention on the Rights of the Child was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly and widely acclaimed as a landmark achievement for human rights. 
In 2002 at the United Nations Special Session on Children, child delegates address the General Assembly for the first time. 
In 2015 The Convention is the most widely ratified international instrument with 196 States.
Only the United States has not ratified to date. 
(Unicef, no date)


The UN 1923 draft declaration of the rights of the child ‘Mankind owes to the child the best that it has to give’ - Adopted by the League of Nations 1924. (National Children’s Bureau, 2009)
	The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child

54 articles in 4 categories 
· The right to life
· The right to develop
· The right to be protected
· The right to participate 

Articles 1-42 are based on the child. 
Articles 43-52 are the implementation of the articles, where adults and government work together to ensure that all children get their rights.
(Unicef, 2016)

The UNCRC in Wales -
· Adopted by Welsh Government in 2004
· Underlining Public Policies
· Role of the children’s commissioner for Wales
· The Foundation Phase

In 2011 the Welsh assembly passed a law that all ministers to have due regard to the UNCRC when they exercise their functions. 
Thus, on the international stage Wales was seen as the most innovative and progressive of the UK governments in this regard. (Lewis et al, 2017)

Wales was the first country in the UK to establish a Children’s Commissioner. The Children’s Commissioner for Wales has a role to raise awareness of children’s rights and promote the well-being of children. (Welsh Government, 2019)
	Article 3 – All adults should always do what is best for you. (Save the children, no date)

State parties shall take to ensure the child such protection and care as is necessary for his or her well-being, taking into account the rights and duties of his or her parents, legal guardians, or other individuals legally responsible for him or her, and, to this end, shall take all appropriate legislative and administrative measures. (UNCRC, 1990)

This article is supported in Wales through The Children’s Act 1989. In 2000 there were changes in the structure of children’s services through the Laming report. In 2001 the Children’s Commissioner for Wales Act created the first commissioner post. In 2004 The Children’s Act was updated. In 2014 The Social Services and Well-being Act gave Wales its own framework for children and adults. In 2015 The Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse in England and Wales (IICSA) was launched to consider the growing evidence of institutional failures to protect children from child sexual abuse. (NSPCC, 2019)

Studies suggest that a significant minority of children in Europe, between 10 % and 20 %, are sexually assaulted during their childhood.  (European Commission, no date)

According to Unicef, New Zealand has one of the worst rates of child abuse in the developed world, with more than 150,000 notifications of child welfare made to the ministry of children every year. New Zealand also has the highest rate of teen suicide in the developed world. (Guardian, 2018)

Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure was passed in 2011. The Measure has changed the way the government works. It means they must consider children’s rights in everything it does. (Welsh Government, 2015)




	Article 23 – Right to special care and education for all children with a disability. (Save the Children, no date)

States Parties recognize that a mentally or physically disabled child should enjoy a full and decent life, in conditions which ensure dignity, promote self-reliance and facilitate the child’s active participation in the community. (UNCRC, 1990)

In Wales around 23 per cent of students in schools have SEN. The overall academic attainment of learners with SEN is poor compared to the rest of the learner population. (Wales Government, 2018) 
There is a lot more support for children in Wales, and indeed the UK compared to other European countries.

Germany still hasn't come very far … more children are being diagnosed, but more schools and teachers equipped for teaching disabled children are just not there. And the older a child gets, the harder it becomes for them to find a class that can accommodate them. Some children are getting on buses and traveling over 20 kilometres to school every day. The situation has significantly stagnated (Deutsche Welle, 2019)

At the end of 2019 The Additional Learning Needs (ALN) Transformation Programme will be implemented. In this new legislation and statutory guidance is only one aspect, albeit a fundamental one, of the wider package of reforms needed. The ALN transformation programme also focuses on skills development for the education workforce, to deliver effective support to learners with ALN in the classroom, as well as easier access to specialist support, information and advice. (Welsh Government, 2019)
	Article 27 – Right to food, clothes and a place to live.  (Save the children, no date)

State parties, in accordance with national conditions and within their means, shall take appropriate measures to assist parents and others responsible for the child to implement this right and shall in case of need provide material assistance and support programmes, particularly with regards to nutrition, clothing and housing.  (UNCRC, 1990)

Almost one in three children live in poverty in Wales. (Save the children) Over a third of all emergency food parcels distributed by Welsh food banks go to children. (Trussell Trust). 27% of children in Cardiff are living in Poverty (PHW Observatory 2018).
This is a contrast to Scotland where it is one in five children in poverty. (Third Force News, 2019)
In America it is one in seven children are living in poverty. (Children International, no date)
In the five years up to 2017, there were an estimated 90 deaths of homeless people in Wales. During 2017-18, 9,072 households in Wales were assessed as threatened with statutory homelessness within 56 days. (BBC News ,2019)
The proportion of homeless households including children has dropped between 2005/6 and 2014/15. However, there remain a considerable number in Wales and in 2017/18 there were 882 such households. (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2018)

There are organisations to help prevent children going without food. In Cardiff there are food banks, charities supported by Fareshare Cymru, Cardiff Council’s Welfare Reform and Money Advice Team, Housing Associations, and the Families First and Flying Start teams, among others. (Cardiff and Vale Hub, 2018)

	Article 30 – Every child has the right to learn and use the language, customs and religion of their family, even if this is not shared by the majority of their community. (Save the children, not date)

In those States in which ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities or persons of indigenous origin exist, a child belonging to such a minority or who is indigenous shall not be denied the right, in community with other members of his or her group, to enjoy his or her own culture, to profess and practise his or her own religion, or to use his or her own language. (UNCRC, 1990)

Statistics show that Wales is an increasingly diverse nation, culturally, socially and linguistically. This is reflected in Welsh schools, where almost one in ten pupils is from an ethnic minority background. These pupils are not evenly dispersed around Wales. They are concentrated in three local authorities: Cardiff (40%), followed by Newport (12%) and Swansea (10%).  (Welsh Government, 2014) 

In comparison this is a much higher percentage than England.

In (England) primary schools, 32.1% of pupils of compulsory school age are of minority ethnic origins, an increase from 31.4% in January 2016. Minority ethnic pupils made up 66.3% of the increase in pupil numbers in primary schools between 2016 and 2017 (Department for Education, 2017)

There are many organisations in Wales, mainly focused in Cardiff who are giving minorities a voice. The Children’s Commissioner set up The Strategic Equality Plan in 2016. This works in partnership with The Equality Act 2010. (Commissioner for Wales, 2016)
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