Both the independent project and the dissertation provide students with the opportunity to pursue an area of particular interest, which they select for themselves in consultation with their dissertation/independent project supervisor. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Independent Project is a single piece of work with a sustained focus, which is to be defined by the student in consultation with their project supervisor. It may be a piece of primary research. 
The Dissertation must be a piece of primary research. This means that it must include original aims and analysis, although it may rely upon primary or secondary sources. We do, however, encourage students to collect original data or consult original sources. 

Sometimes a student sets out to do a 40-credit dissertation but then realises that their project will not sustain the level of originality required of a dissertation. Alternatively, sometimes a student sets out to do an Independent Project, but discovers that they have a great deal to say and are deeply committed to their research, and would like to do more. Be aware that the impact of failing a 40 credit piece of work is more serious than failing 20 credits, and discuss the matter with your supervisor. You should consider such advice carefully, as a failed dissertation is likely to have a serious impact on your degree award.
If you wish to switch from the 20-credit (AHSK6003) independent project to the 40-credit (AHSK6002) dissertation, you must discuss this with your supervisor and dissertation coordinator/s, and complete the form for changing between the dissertation and independent project (available on the Moodle page).  For the dissertation you will need to submit and extra piece of work (a 2000 word outline and reflective discussion) which is due on 22 November, 2016, so if you want to change modules, you need to do so before this piece of work is due. For the Dissertation you must plan your work, remember this is the equivalent of a full 20 credit module in Semester1 and 20 in Semester 2.
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