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Introduction 

This essay will describe the key features of feminism a significant sociological theory which will offer a perception of how society functions and how this subject links to the world around us. More specifically this essay will study the fight for women’s rights to vote and the era of the suffragettes. Mangan (March 2019, p86) describes how Emmeline Pankhurst along with her daughters took the lead with the suffragettes  in grasping the publics attention by going through extreme lengths, even death, to get their point heard.  One example is Emily Davidson a well known member of the suffragettes 
‘In 1913, Emily stepped into the path of the King’s Horse during the Epsom Derby and attempted to catch its reins as it passed.  She was badly injured from the collision and died from her injuries on 8 June’. (DeMattio. August 16 2013)
These women who fought for all women, were mainly middle and upper class. 

Source 1: Epsom Derby death of suffragette Emily Davison 
[image: Press clipping]
                                                                                                                                  (BBC, 2013)
[bookmark: _Hlk120366889] There are many theories on what feminism is, Lewis (2021) explains how ‘Feminism is a complex set of ideologies and theories, that at its core seeks to achieve equal social, political, and economic rights for women.’ (Lewis, August 31 2021). An interesting theory from Caprino
‘Feminism at its core is about equality of men and women, not “sameness.” So many people offer up the argument that women are not the “same” as men so there can’t be equality. In other words, because their bodies are different (many say “weaker” and smaller), and because men and women have different physical capabilities, these physical differences mean equality is not possible’. Caprino (March 8 2017)
For centuries before the Equal Franchise Act 1928 came into force women were expected to be at home, very few were allowed to work or contribute towards household income. It would be their obligation to raise the children and take care of the home by doing the household duties. The woman’s role has changed significantly over the years. Carpenter (2018)
Cole explains that ‘From the sociological perspective, feminism can be defined as an attempt to promote equality by challenging patriarchal social structures.’ (Cole. Ph.D. 24 November 2019). One of the changes in contemporary society is equality for women, however it was a long battle to get to the stage society is at with gender equality. 
 ‘In 1903, Emmeline Pankhurst founded the Women's Social and Political Union, which used militant tactics to agitate for women's suffrage.’ (Kettler, 12 November 2021) From a young age Pankhurst (2011) showed an interest in her parents careers in politics. Her mother was a member of the suffrage and by the age of 14 Emmeline had convinced her mother to allow her to go along to a suffrage meeting. From that moment Emmeline became a suffragist and knew what she stood for (Pankhurst). Soon after finishing school in France Pankhurst returned home and worked for the woman-suffrage movement where she became acquainted with DR. Pankhurst, a man who had worked tirelessly for and supported women’s suffrage. Emmeline married Dr. Pankhurst in 1879 (Pankhurst). During their marriage there were changes slowly being made 
1870
December: The Married Women's Property Act gives married women the right to own their own property and money.
1880
November: The Isle of Man grants female suffrage in an amendment to the Manx Election Act of 1875.
1894
[bookmark: _Hlk121348126]December: The Local Government Act is passed, which allows married and single women to vote in elections for county and borough councils. (British Library Learning, 6 febuary 2018)
In 1898 Dr. Pankhurst passed away suddenly, leaving Emmeline to take up all responsibility at home, taking care of the children, home and working as a registrar of births, deaths and marriages. During her time working as a registrar Emmeline came across tragic stories or incidents from women and girls as young as 13 years old registering the births of their illegitimate babies, often Emmeline found these babies were the result of the girls father or close male relatives (Pankhurst). Pankhurst quotes ‘I was shocked to be reminded over and over again of the little respect there was in the world for women and children.’ (Pankhurst, 2011. p 33) Pankhurst goes on to explain how she soon became a member of the Manchester school board and after experiencing and witnessing the major inequalities between men and women, fuelled by her daughters keen interest and motivation, they together founded the Women’s Social and Political union. (Pankhurst. 2011. P 34-39) A blog on Historical Investigation - Modern History (2015) explains: 
‘The Independent Labour party (ILP) was the main suffrage movement however, Pankhurst believed that they were not very committed to women's rights, using limited actions. As a result, from the very beginning, the WSPU created the motto, 'deeds not words', which they aimed to live by.’

With Pankhurst leading the WPSU it was a very well organised group along with committed members, daughters Christabel, Adela and Sylvia. The main objective of the strictly women only group was to fight for women’s right to vote, campaigning diligently, using violence where they felt they needed and stopping at nothing that got in their way. (UK Parliament)
Campaigner objectives of the Suffragettes movement:
· Women to have the same voting rights as men
· Women to be able to stand as Members of Parliament in the House of Commons.
· Women to have the same basic rights as men, especially widows and spinsters.
                                                                                   (HangerLondon, 2020)
(Griffiths, 2015) Nevertheless, not all women supported the suffragettes and some went on to join the anti suffrage movement- a community that aimed to stop the suffragettes. A BBC news reports states ‘even as late as 1917 - just months before the bill was passed - powerful men in Parliament were trying to stop votes for women.’ (Gillett, 2018)

Source 2: 100 Women: The female protesters against giving women the vote
[image: ]
                                                                                                                (BBC, 6 February 2018)

As Mangan explains ‘Pankhurst and her band of followers devised a strategy of civil disobedience and terrorism.’ (Mangan. 2019, p 88) Mangan also goes on to describe Pankhurst’s strategy
‘Informed in part by these women who had risked everything in the quest for equality, Pankhurst decided that the most effective way to gather support for the suffragette movement was through publicity that would result in imprisonment. Arson, bombing, destruction of property and the act of chaining themselves to public buildings were part of the suffragettes arsenal.’ (Mangan. 2019, p 88)

Over the following years the suffragettes campaigned and fought for women’s rights 
1905 Christabel Pankhurst is first suffragette to be imprisoned
1907 Mud March, First large Gathering and March
1908 London see’s 7 demonstrations
1908 ‘Rush on Parliament’
1908 A Suffragettes banner is opened up from a window in the Houses of Parliament
1909 Imprisoned suffragettes start hunger strikes
                                                                        (TheNationalArchives,2022)

Source 3: Suffragettes on their way to Women's Sunday, 21st June 1908
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                                                                                                (Getty Images, 2022).
1911
· Emily Wilding Davison avoids the census by hiding in a cupboard in the crypt at the House of Commons.
· June: On the eve of King George V’s coronation, around 40,000 women from 28 suffrage societies march for female enfranchisement.
· November: Asquith announces a manhood suffrage bill, which is seen as a betrayal of the women’s suffrage campaign. In protest, the WSPU organises a mass window-smashing campaign through London. This heightened militancy continues into 1912, and spirals to include arson attacks.

 1912
· March: The Parliamentary Franchise (Women) Bill is introduced and defeated by 222 votes to 208.
                                                                                  (Britains Library Learning, February 2018) 

A newspaper article on National Archives from May 24 1913 shows some photographic evidence of property damage that was done as a result of the suffragettes campaigns and protests



[bookmark: _Hlk121606430]Source 4: Campaign in Photographs ‘From pavement-chalking to arson, window-breaking and bombing: the progress of Militant Suffragism’
[image: ZPER34-142 (13) Illustrated London News Militant Suffrage campaign]
                                                                                                          (National Archives, 2022)

A blog on (Hangerlondon) describes how Over 1000 suffragettes were arrested over the years, men and women. They faced harsh treatment during their imprisonment at Holloway Prison in London. Most went on hunger strikes which led to them being brutally force fed, they suffered the separation from their families and children, many suffered injuries and abuse along with the loss of pay or jobs.
The government sought to deal with the problem of hunger striking suffragettes with the 1913 Prisoners (Temporary Discharge for Ill-Health) Act, commonly known as the Cat and Mouse Act. This Act allowed for the early release of prisoners who were so weakened by hunger striking that they were at risk of death.  They were to be recalled to prison once their health was recovered, where the process would begin again. (UK Parliament, 2022)
(Trueman) It is said that this Cat and mouse Act did not have much of an impact on preventing the suffragettes. As explained by (Mangan) Pankhurst and her daughters were among the most to be arrested, the suffragettes are said to have been enraged by the poor treatment to Pankhurst during her imprisonment, resulting in internal injuries. A group of around 30 women known as ‘The Bodyguard’ were trained to protect Pankhurst and prevent her from being arrested and imprisoned. Carrying clubs inside their dresses and prepared to go through any lengths to protect their leader. (Mangan)
Just 2 months after the Cat and Mouse Act was introduced came the tragedy of suffragette Emily Davison, ‘At the Derby in June 1913, she ducked under the railings onto the racetrack and was fatally trampled by the King Edward VII’s horse Anmer, dying four days later.’ (Kay & Mendes. 2019, p 137-152) As Mangan explains, it is not known for certain what she was trying to do other than get the attention of the king and public. Matthews (14 December 2021) argues:
‘Emily’s actions on this fateful day reveal how strongly she felt about the treatment of women as second-class citizens. However, for others her act reaffirmed the mentality that women were emotional, hysterical creatures incapable of rational thought. For this reason some say that her actions were counterproductive to the suffragette cause.’
Regardless, Matthews goes on to explain how thousands of people respectfully attended Davison’s funeral or watched as by standers as Sylvia Pankhurst and members of the WSPU marched behind her open hearse, draped in the suffragettes flag. It was the final big event to be held by WSPU recognising Davison as the movements first martyr. (Matthews, 2021) Many say this was a turning point for women, ‘The Derby incident, reported by all the main newspapers, captured by Pathe news and relayed around the world, has become a defining moment in British political history.’ Purvis (2013, p2)
  Mangan describes how the following year in 1914 saw the start of World War 1, Pankhurst demonstrated her support to her country
‘Feeling that suffragettes needed to make sure they had a country to vote in, Pankhurst decided to call for a halt to militancy and demonstrations. The government released all WSPU prisoners, and Pankhurst encouraged women to join the war effort and fill factory jobs so that men could fight on the front.’ Kettler (12 November 2021)

(Mangan, 2019) The support Pankhurst continued to show did not go unnoticed by politicians or the public and would end up helping them to achieve their goal of women’s rights to vote. Finally, ‘When the war ended in 1918, the Representation of the People Act was introduced, giving women over the age of 30 who owned property, the right to vote.’ (BBC, 2022) This was a substantial breakthrough in the long and hard fight the suffragettes had endured (Anderson, 2018)
‘It was not until the Equal Franchise Act of 1928 that women over 21 were able to vote and women finally achieved the same voting rights as men. This act increased the number of women eligible to vote to 15 million.’ (UK Parliament ,2022)
Ironically Emmeline Pankhurst died on June 14, 1928, just a few weeks before the Equal Franchise Act 1928 became law. (Mangan, 2019) Fast forward 100 years life for women is completely different.
‘On February 6, 2018, the U.K. commemorated the 100th anniversary of the Representation of the People Act with a speech by Prime Minister Theresa May and a series of public exhibitions. However, some felt the tributes weren't enough, with Labor Party leader Jeremy Corbyn among those calling for official pardons for more than 1,000 suffragettes imprisoned for their activism a century earlier.’
                                                                                    (Kettler, 12 November 2021)



Conclusion
It can be concluded through research and evidence that Pankhurst, Davison and the suffragettes are the reason behind women living a more peaceful and equal life in this day and age. They fought against feminism and fought until the very end for women and equal rights, for women around the world. (Mangan)
‘A key argument is that over time, Davison’s militant actions—once cast as those of a hysterical lunatic—have slowly come to be recuperated and legitimised as part of the story of British democracy. However, this discursive shift cannot be straightforwardly celebrated as a progressive move in representations of women’s movements, as Davison is frequently invoked to delegitimise contemporary feminism.’ (Kay. & Mendes. 2018)
Kakampakou explains in an article how ‘it has become clear that these women fought for their rights with self-sacrifice and self-denial.’ (Kakampakou, 2021) Pankhurst, a woman that has gone down in history as an inspiration to women, described as  ‘a controversial, energetic, and radical activist. She attacked some political ideas and promoted others, never losing sight of her goal.’ (Exploringyourmind.com, 15 April 2020) A blog on gov.uk clarifies how far society has advanced with women’s equality:
‘Following the 2017 General Election, we now have the most diverse Parliament in British history: we have our second female prime minister, there are more women MPs than ever before – 208 of them in fact, which is 32% of the Commons and in local government, women now make up 33% of elected positions.’ (Anderson. 6 February 2018)
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A SUFFRAGETTE'S MAD RUSH AND ITS CONSEQUENCES
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FROM PAVEMENT -CHALKING TO ARSON. WINDOW-BREAKING AND BOMBING: THE PROGRESS OF MILITANT SUFFRAGISM.





