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Compare and contrast the concepts of evidence-based policing and problem-oriented policing and evaluate their effectiveness as a crime prevention tool. 
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Examine why certain groups might be reluctant to engage with police and analyse the effectiveness of recent or current neighbourhood policing strategies to improve community engagement. 

Policing is an essential aspect of maintaining social order and safeguarding the security and welfare of citizens. Community policing is an approach that has gained widespread recognition in recent years, with the aim of encouraging community members to participate in policing activities. It is a proactive approach that focuses on partnering with community members to enhance public safety and reduce crime. In this essay, I will examine why certain groups might be reluctant to engage with police and analyse the effectiveness of recent or current neighbourhood policing strategies to improve community engagement.

One of the main reasons why certain groups might be reluctant to engage with police is the historical perception of police as an oppressive, authoritarian force. Particularly, minority communities such have been subjected to systemic discrimination and disproportionate police brutality. The systemic discrimination and racial profiling have led to a lack of trust and deep-seated fear of interactions with police among these groups. Consequently, this creates a significant barrier to effective policing and engagement with these communities.

In response to these challenges, neighbourhood policing strategies have been implemented in many jurisdictions to improve community engagement. One such approach is the Community Oriented Policing (COP) model, which emphasizes the development of partnerships between police and community members to address crime and social disorder. Under this approach, officers are assigned to specific neighbourhoods and tasked with engaging with the community, identifying neighbourhood problems, and working collaboratively to address them. The COP model has been hailed as an effective way to build trust and strengthen police-community relationships.

Another strategy is the Problem-Oriented Policing (POP), which involves identifying the underlying causes of specific problems in a community and developing tailored interventions to address them. For instance, in a neighbourhood with a high number of home burglaries, police officers would work to identify the root causes of the problem.  
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