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	The Artefact chosen for this essay will be a hand axe that was excavated from Craig Llwyd. The essay will consist of an object analysis giving details of the objects itself such as the measurements, the location where the object was discovered, and to look at the centres of production, the material of the object, a description will also be made. Then there will be a look into what the object was used for, the status linked to it and what it meant to the society that utilised it. This can be learnt through looking at wear and tear on the object. Lastly, how the object is used today and the status it holds.[image: A rock with labels on it
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Figure 1, Craig Llwyd Hand Axe (Davies, 2024)
	Today the hand axe UWL-251 can be found in the Archaeological Laboratory in Lampeter, University of Wales Trinity Saint Davids, Wales. The hand axe that was taken from the site in Craig Llwyd, which is just outside of Penmaenmawr in North Wales, Conwy (see fig 1). Craig Llwyd is an Axe Factory that the neolithic people use (Barker, 2007). It influenced up into the Peak District, the Midlands and Yorkshire (Barker, 2007). It is created out of stone, the way this would have been created was by using knapping. The Craig Llwyd site is also filled with many other similar objects, such as flints and other smaller stone objects that are smaller. However, the hand axe (see fig 1) here is one of the largest found in Wales (Williams, Kenney, and Edmonds, 2011, p. 266). The hand axe (see fig 1) has been dated to have been knapped in the neolithic era using the technique of radiocarbon dating. Which is approximately between 6,000 years ago. The object itself weighs 234.1 grams, which is considerably heavy. The object has 1 sharp area (see fig 2) and a blunt area (see fig 3) these two sides of the object would have been used for varied reasons serving multiple functions, such as cutting or tearing. There is a flattened area on the surface of the hand axe, this flat area could have been used as a handle. To comfortably hold the hand axe when handling it. The hand axe also has eraillure. This is the area where flakes would off from the hand axe due to wear and tear. It was also made by striking flat with a blow point. 
[image: A hand holding a stone

Description automatically generated]







Figure 2, the sharp edge of the hand axe (Davies, 2024)
[image: A hand holding a piece of stone

Description automatically generated]






Figure 3, The blunt edge of the hand axe (Davies, 2024)
	The process of stone-knapping is something that developed in early hominis, where stone tools were a huge part of their cultures (Rein et al, 2013). In order for a hand axe to be formed from a stone. One must use a tool with the function of the hammer against the stone in order to create large flakes, then in order to get a more precise shape a smaller tool like bone can be used to take smaller flakes off (Pargeter et al, 2020). With the axes of Craig Llwyd, they would use a hammerstone on the cliff (see fig 4) to break off appropriate sizes, then use it more precisely to get off more flakes to make the desired product (Prevett, 2012). The primary flakes used to create the tool would weigh between 7 lbs to 14 lbs (Nature, 1921). The groupings used to understand the process of manufacturing the hand axes were done in three, beginning with pre-liminary, to intermediate, then lastly advanced (Nature, 1921). In order to know for definite, the process of stone knabbing using chaîne opératoire by André Leroi-Gourhan will help this theory come clearer.

[image: Graig Lwyd Neolithic Axe Factory]
Figure 4, Cliff side in Craig Llwyd (Bladup, no date)
	The hand axe could have been used for many reasons. It is a very versatile tool that can give a culture many benefits and is a vital tool (Davis and Edmonds, 2011, p. 2). For example, the sharp part of the hand axe (see fig 2) allows the people to cut things such as food. When cutting food this can make it easier to cook, especially smaller cuts of meats to cook, therefore making it cook faster and more well-done. This gives more efficiency for general tasks, allowing them to spare more energy on other things such as travelling, hunting in comparison to cooking. The benefit of well-done meat is less of a risk of salmonella poisoning. The blunt side of the hand axe can be used for crushing things or tearing materials rather than cutting them (Barkai, 2011, p. 42). When looking at the sharp edge of the hand axe there is a considerable amount of wear and tear. This suggests that it was used frequently for many situations. From looking at the blunt side of the hand axe it seems like it has not been used as often. As it is much smoother (see fig 3), from evidence gathered on the blunt side, it seems that it was not originally used as a sharp edge. Otherwise, there would be more knicks on the edge. Therefore, pushing the idea that it was either neglected in use or for crushing things. The hand axe could have also been used for skinning animals to get hides. This would have benefitted the community greatly, giving them warmth and comfort. It could have also been used in activities such as wood working, felling trees or carving things more intricate for art or ritual purposes (Barkai, 2011, p. 44). 
	Due to the hand axe being large in comparison to others found in Craig Llwyd. This can suggest that there was status linked to it. For example, a high-ranking member of a group may have used the hand axe, due to the struggle for power the effectiveness of the hand axe caused during the Neolithic era (Barkai, 2011, p. 50). However, this in merely speculative, and there could have been many hand axes of this size and weight. Despite that being a possibility, our current archaeological record provides evidence that it is one of the largest in Wales. As there have only been a handful of hand axes that large found in Wales. 
	Today the status of the object is used for education purposes. It does not have physical use anymore. The use it holds today is for archaeologists and students to analyse the object, and to understand the past human lives that used it and the environment they lived in. in order to see cultural patterns, beliefs, and interactions with the environment. The current purpose is hugely different to the past purpose of the object. Which may have been for more physical activities such as the purpose of survival. 
[image: A map with a blue point on it

Description automatically generated]



	


Figure 5, Map of the location of Craig Llwyd (Coflein, 2024)
	On the map is the location of Craig Llwyd (where the blue marker is located) the location where the hand axe UWL-251 was discovered. The axe factory is also located here. Where numerous other objects have been found. Craig Llwyd is also known as one of the major distribution centres of hand axes in Britain (Williams, Kenney, and Edmonds, 2011, p. 262). The hill at Craig Llwyd that provided the stone for the hand axes during the Neolithic period would have been a height of 472 metres (Williams, Kenney, and Edmonds, 2011, p. 262). The assemblages found at Craig Llwyd suggests Timber structures, like, post holes, post trenches, and post pipes (Williams, Kenney, and Edmonds, 2011, p. 265). 
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Figure 6, Sketch of object (Davies, 2024)
	The figure above shows the hand axe UWL-251 drawn down, it was sketched in a notebook in order to have a better feel of the object. It makes it more effective to show the main points of focus. These points of focus include the blunt edge of the hand axe, the sharp edge of the hand axe, eraillure, and lastly where the user may hold the hand axe. 
	Overall, the hand axe was an effective tool used during the Neolithic period that was vital for the growth of many populations, to be specific. Hand axes would have supported the Neolithic populations to fell wood and create wooden structures, cut up food, and to crush things. The process of stone knabbing was also briefly mentioned in the object biography, this allowed an understanding of the history of the tool and how it came to be. The area of Craig Llwyd in North Wales was a huge factor in the growth of the populations surrounding it, and this can be seen from the amount of material gathered from the site. Craig Llwyd has also changed in it landscape since the last time it had significance.  The hand axe used for the object biography was inferred to be of high status due to the significance it had with the Neolithic cultures. There was also a look at the modern status of the hand axe and how it influences the modern population of the area, which is drastically different from its history. 
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