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What do you consider are the best aspects of this piece of work?
The flow of information, I tried to put as much political facts into it as possible but to conclude I defiantly went to my socialist roots and put in a little bit of a personal view from a piece I have found. It’s not all about the facts and figures of what the big guys in the suits are doing, what about the people. Especially the poorest Welsh people in areas of Wales that mostly voted leave, how are they going to suffer once the United Kingdom Government has full power. I have explored just how much fund the European Union gives the Welsh Government to subsidise projects in the poorest areas trying to aid goals to diminish poverty within and around the working class
Which aspects do you consider could have been improved in this piece of work?
I guess it could have been more factual and political but it’s not a political course, it’s about social inclusion and how politics affects people. I get that I need to know about political matters but they bore me. It’s how people are affected by them that I am interested in. There doesn’t seem to be much people can do about the ‘higher up’ matters anyway. Isn’t there like one guy who has a voice at the table for the entire UK, I mean seriously how can one guy have so much complexity he will understand all of the issues that need to be addressed. So as per usual people have to get up and get on with it. Politics infuriates me. Fact. 
What have you found most satisfying whilst undertaking this submission?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Learning more about how Wales and how it is a devolved Government, how that began and the understandings and the mindset of the Welsh people at the time of the referendum. I have enjoyed researching just how much Charites and organisations are concerned over how the families of Wales are going to suffer when the United Kingdom leaves the European Union. It has most defiantly been a good insight to the political matter surrounding Welsh people, I have focused more on poverty as it is an area that is closer to my own concerns. 
























Critically explore how the current political landscape between Europe and the UK is affecting Wales’ devolved government.  

Devolution
NOUN
The transfer or delegation of power to a lower level, especially by central government to local or regional administration (Oxford Dictionaries | English, 2018).

Devolution in Wales was first rejected by the people of Wales in 1973 when the United Kingdom Labour Government at the time proposed to create a Welsh Assembly government, that would stand alone. However, in 1997 a manifesto created by the Labour Government committed to hold a referendum, a white paper ‘A Voice for Wales’ was published in July of 1997 outlining how a Welsh Assembly Government could be formed and what it would entail for the Welsh people and within the Government. In September of 1997 the results showed a narrow margin of welsh voters supported devolution with 50.3% of voters wanting to go ahead and create a devolved Government for Wales. The momentous day was described as ‘a process not an event’ by Ron Davies the Secretary of the state of wales at the time. However, achieving legislative powers over time proved hard as practical difficulties got in the way. In June 2005, the United Kingdom Labour Government produced a White paper ‘Better Governance for Wales’, the Government of Wales Act 2006 gave the National assembly the power to make laws for Wales (National Assembly for Wales, 2018).
‘Better Governance for Wales’ still has a significant influence over groundwork within white paper reports of today. ‘Securing Wales’ future’ white paper published in 2017 by the Welsh Government lays out the welsh perspective on how the United Kingdom should leave the European Union, setting out constitutional and governance ideas. Leaving the European Union sets out new challenges for devolution, but Wales are hoping to become a leading figure in how progression can have a positive influence in change. The Wales Act 2017 recognised the constitutional rights of Wales as devolved government, these are set out so the United Kingdom Government can sustain its devolved administrations after Brexit. New frameworks must be recognised within this joint decision-making process, the United Kingdoms ‘inter-governmental’ machinery must be improved to strengthen and understand the collaboration within the future.  A reserved powers model for devolution in Wales aides the Welsh Assembly Government to make in house decisions around a lot of areas such as sport and recreation, culture, planning, agriculture and fisheries, local government, transport, health, housing, economic development, the environment and education. However, the legalisation added must not contradict European Union law. Welsh Government Ministers can use executive powers to improve legislation within these fields, ministers can award grants, introduce secondary legislation and promote topics such as environmental and social factors to help improve the wellbeing of individuals living in Wales, ministers can also promote and take action if necessary to do so. Within the United Kingdom constitution frame work the United Kingdom Parliament can enforce legislation on any Welsh framework introduced. Legislative Consent Motions can be used to give Wales the power to legislate matters that can be caught up in the National Assembly’s legislative competence. Actions of the newly formed Welsh Government can now have influence over the creation of policies. Welsh ministers can help in the decision making process when it comes to establishing new policies and creating groundwork for new ideas in order to help aid Welsh people. A devolved Government can give the Welsh Assembly ministers the powers needed to aid these decisions. However, all of the parties need to have established ministers in order for these process’ to go ahead. Brexit is leaving a lot of unanswered questions about whether these process’ are going to remain the same or other influences are going to restrict the involvement of the Welsh Ministers in the decision making process involving Welsh people. The Joint Ministerial Committee collaborates four administrations with common concerns in order to help the decision making process, this model has proven to work well in areas that have less inter-dependence between administration process’ and the Government. Concerns have been raised over what is going to happen to front line services such as health, front line policing and education. Exiting the European Union presents problems but ministers are ensuring the negotiations are swaying towards devolution in Wales remaining a top priority. The European Union and Welsh Government have developed a strong relationship in practice that has been developed within the framework of European Union regulation (Judiciary.gov.uk, 2018).
After Brexit the devolution of Wales is under strain, due to the worries that European Union regulations changing may have a negative effect on the already established devolved government. The Welsh Government has expectations to continue having the powers within the range of policies they have already established. It would be impractical and unrealistic to expect the Welsh Government to change how they conduct themselves after leaving the EU. The future of the Union is essential to the survival of the political process in Wales (beta.gov.wales, 2018). 
A change to the devolution of Wales would be anti-welsh according to James Williams a BBC reporter. During a meeting in the house of commons about the European Union Withdrawal Bill, David Jones described the move as a power grab. The bill proposes Government powers be given to Westminster rather than Cardiff after the United Kingdom leaves the European Union. However, amendments are being discussed so any changes will have to go through Scottish and Welsh ministers before any decision has been made. Labour MP Stephan Doughty stated that these matters are undermining the already established devolved administrations, urging London to step in and ensure laws are made for Wales on devolved Government matters. However, Plaid Cymru Brexit spokesman Hywel Williams states that all of the United Kingdom deserves a say on devolution, all parties should work together to ensure devolution in Wales remains but not just Wales alone. Carwyn Jones, labours first minister has encouraged all ministers to hear the bill and listen to Wales’ concerns about devolution (BBC News, 2018).
Discussions between the United Kingdom and European Union have been labelled a trade war, the Welsh Government is arguing within these discussions for a place in order to have a say in what post-Brexit devolved legislatures powers are given to them from Brussels. Carwyn Jones and Leanne Wood created and published a white paper report together offering a different look into Brexit, it has been called an alternative article 50 by other party members.  Outlining the membership details and trade deals the United Kingdom will have with single market members. As well as highlighting current issues that Welsh people are concerned about. The Labour and Plaid Cymru members have outlined current framework to include guaranteed citizenship rights for all European Union nationals living in Wales and Welsh nationals living in within the European Union. One of the other key areas of this white paper focused on keeping the devolved powers in Wales and not having them grabbed back into London. Implications of the current situation compared to initial outlines from both parties have been mentioned in the paper, showing the progression includes looking back and recognising mistakes and views that would have had negative impacts on Welsh society, with a view to improve these by looking into them further. However, UKIP negotiators have said Theresa May’s actions can been seen as watering down negotiations, these are constantly being criticized by the party. The main concerns are that Wales has not yet had a document that will outline what they will get once the United Kingdom has left the European Union and this is very concerning (BBC News, 2018).
The Scottish and Welsh government have suggested that power grab motives seem to be influencing the negotiations between the UK and EU, the withdrawal bill seems to be more about who’s going to get the power afterwards regardless of who they are taking it from and giving it to. Westminster should not be solely deciding who should be devolved without including devolved countries in the discussion (BBC News, 2018). 
People should have a voice within the negation process of Brexit but what’s next? The UK is currently being called a divided nation after the Brexit voters decided to leave. However social psychologists have identified that there are a lot of unease about the future. A book that greatly explains this process was published in 1970 by Albert O. Hirschman called ‘Exit, Voice, and Loyalty: Responses to Decline in Forms, Organizations and States’, this book clearly summarises how people react when they are not satisfied. It states the people desire a voice to stand up and say that I am not satisfied, so many people have decided that If another referendum was to take place that they would now vote to remain after not fully understanding what leaving would entail. The book assessed the connection between exit and the voice and how loyalty affects them, why were we so keen to leave the EU and now have a loyalty to that decision even if we do not feel that we have made the right one? Exit-Voice-Loyalty theory applies to this perfectly, actions speak louder than words, the EU has been seen to be in a bad state of organization now, with other countries following suit, there are major concerns that their will now be many more versions of Brexit for others as the EU begins to lose powers of devolved Governments across the world (DOWDING, et al., 2000).
Funding received from Brussels facilitates welsh people to live above the poverty line, although this is not common knowledge amongst Welsh people according to the Joseph Rowntree Foundation. One fifth of the Welsh governments budget goes on helping people living in poverty make ends meet, raising concerns that poverty in Wales will grow significantly. Charities, trade unions and business’ will be aiding the Welsh Government in making sure people are not suffering from relative poverty as a result of Brexit. The Prosperity without Poverty report indicates that the majority of the Welsh Governments budget goes on additional public spending in areas such as policing, health and extra education, leaving crucial funds that are desperately needed on the ‘front line’ of welsh poverty un-provided. The report highlights the fact that the majority of those families in poverty are also working. These working families are built up of parents who are working part-time and those working under restrictions of hours and zero-hours contracts have been said to be used to make this statement. These critical issues are the foundation of the concerns raised, securing continuous funding for Wales is essential. Particular areas of Wales are more likely to suffer as a direct result of Brexit, job numbers for areas such as the Valleys average around less than half of the UK average, the Valleys has received millions of pounds from the European Union to fund programmes for the unemployed, these are critical to the area and need to be retained within the withdrawal bill for the benefit of the people living there, rebalancing the economy in areas such as these after Brexit is going to be tough. The cost of living is rising, the cost of having somewhere to live is also fast becoming unaffordable for most working households within Wales around 100,000 people in Wales are struggling with this right now. Local authorities and universities have already started looking at improving their services for local disadvantaged people who are at risk of poverty. Aiming to provide support to people to aid them to secure a better education leading to better job prospects and providing them with the skill and confidence to gain appropriate housing themselves or with support offered. These have been subsidised by the European Union who are currently providing funds to enable this to happen, realising that investing money in education is a massive step towards enabling Welsh people out of the poverty they are surrounded by in certain areas. The European Union also focused on providing local state schools with better qualified and equip teachers to support Welsh children from a young age and guide them to stride for a better life, encouraging education and enabling them to strive for better job opportunities in order to live free of poverty as adults. Julia Unwin chief executive with the Joseph Rowntree Foundation has said ‘that poverty within Wales is unacceptable, it is damaging the next generation by holding back the working generation… of today’. Backed up by Plaid Cymru’s spokeswoman Bethan Jenkins who has said ‘that austerity within Wales has truly run its course. Almost a quarter of welsh people are living in relative poverty, Cardiff and Westminster need to wake up’. However, a spokesperson on behalf of the Welsh Government stated, to defend the work already ongoing to tackle poverty in Wales, ‘the number of children living in workless households is falling due to employment in Wales currently being at its highest point with more people in work that out of it, more needs to be done and commitments are made to ensure they are being continued’. ‘The Better Jobs, Closer to Home project has been created to engage people into employment, the Welsh Government are investing £111m to create apprenticeships to improve prosperity within the Welsh Valleys (Morris, 2018).

According to Mark Mardell writing for the BBC, the voice of the people is an important one and the students of Swansea Bay University have a lot to say about what will happen to Wales after Brexit. The students here are excited at the prospect that they have the ‘potential to be a world beater’ such as it is our ‘destiny’ according to Boris Johnson. However, the campus here only exists in the first place due to European money, being one of the places that has benefited from the £4bn of EU money for structural funding since 2000. But the focus is now more on the fact that the UK government and Welsh government need to continue to support the university so that science and innovation can thrive. A professor at Cardiff University stated that it was obvious to those who voted leave that these huge amounts of cash would stop flowing. It’s not about the stories the media throw at us on tv, online and via social media that huge amounts of money has been spent on grand glamorous statues and un needed projects, it is about the fact that it is clear for anyone to see that huge amounts of European Union funding have subsidised grants here to build these iconic places as well as fund so much more. Funded projects are great, however, you do not always have the right access to them if you are in extreme poverty, homeless or without any access to any help at all, then they are not really going to help you at all. Geriant Davies Labour MP has said he is very worried about the future of Welsh people, stating that people voted the wrong way. The European Union invests huge amounts of money into Wales, aiding the Welsh people to have a stronger economic well-being, this will now all change. Areas such as Swansea are going to feel the strain once Brexit has happened as the European Union subsidises a lot of projects there. Areas like these need the funding provided by the European Union the most. Brexit could mean major funding cuts for Wales once the Tories are in charge to deliver the aid states Leanne Wood, leader of Plaid Cymru. The government has aims to reduce the amount they spend so fears are beginning to come to the surface around just how the government are planning to do this, suspicions that the Tories are going to use Brexit as a way to reduce the amount they invest in Wales is a major concern. Despite this idea the European Union has already committed to a policy that improves the poorest areas of Wales, the social democrats and the Christian democrats have all agreed that this is the best outcome for the situation. Political choice will determine the future for this policy as the future UK government can over-rule this and diminish it all together, a great amount of political will would be needed to over-turn this policy. The Welsh government has a huge task on it is hands to redistribute the funds needed once the United Kingdom government separates from the European Union. Alun Carins the Secretary of State within Wales had said the areas that are receiving funding from the European Union need to be looked at more closely, voted for Brexit came from some of the poorest parts of Wales, areas European money has been spent to improve the lowest income areas within ‘vanity projects’ has had no effect. The poorest people of Wales want to separate themselves from the European Union for a reason. The United Kingdom has shared ideas for a prosperity fund, to enable projects to carry on and roll out opportunities whilst also making them much more streamlined and easier to access. He states that he would like to involve ideas of the outcomes of these projects initially rather than just the incomes (BBC News, 2018).

A constructivist view of Brexit is to evaluate the rules and norms that are now put in place and that will be put into place in the future and how they are going to affect us. How do people view their place within todays society in Wales and do they feel like they belong? It’s not all about capitalist losses or gains, what about the people it is affecting, not the big corporations or the men in the suits but everyday people. Why are we so complacent to accept that these are the rules so we should follow them? Why is there no free movement, why are we confined like animals to an area’s that we have been born into, why does this make us abide by a set of laws that we haven’t agreed to, to pay a tax to this state that we have no other choice but to live in (LSE BREXIT, 2018). 
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