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Although there is a significant amount of information in relation to terror incidents in the United Kingdom, the scope of the question looking to be answered does raise some key gaps to help formulate a definitive answer. This means that a method of research must be utilised, asking a wide range of persons a broad scope of questions to help formulate a balanced and varied response to the question if terrorist attacks that have happened in the last fifteen years in the United Kingdom have influenced the British public the most, and in turn how they have changed policing and if the change is positive or detrimental.
The gaps identified in the literature review showed that the scope and range of the topic covered to help inform the question were too broad, and the qualitative research will be conducted will help to narrow the period of time down to the last fifteen years. The scope of the research conduced was also focused on attacks such as 9/11 and 7/7, which is out of the year range.
Qualitative research itself will be focused on, as it is a lot more suitable than quantitative research for the questions to be answered. Qualitative research is defined as ‘collecting and analysing non-numerical data to understand concepts, opinions, or experiences’. (Bhandari, 2020). This means that it the most appropriate way to gauge thoughts and feelings in relation to a certain topic, and that topic in this case is views on terrorism from both the public and police officers alike. Another online journal also states that ‘qualitative research stands out for its unique ability to capture the richness of social phenomena involving human experiences and perspectives’. (Lim, 2024). To capture the widest range of experiences and perspectives, both police officers and civilians will be asked questions in relation to terrorism, to gauge how persons inside the law enforcement sphere and outside of it feel about the changes and impact that terrorism has had on the United Kingdom in recent years. 
The most appropriate way to gain this data will be through use of a questionnaire, that will be entirely anonymous. Participants will be asked if they are serving officers or not, but that will be the only identifier. This will be necessary to conduct an appropriate analysis of results, comparing both civilian and police officer results and identifying trends or differences between them. Anonymity is imperative in this research, as it has been stated online that ‘when participants are assured of their anonymity, they are more likely to provide honest and accurate responses, which reduces the risk of social desirability bias and other forms of response bias’. (Lee, 2025). Honest and accurate responses are key to the data gathering, and will strengthen the reliability and validity of the data produced, whilst giving the most accurate results. If the persons taking part are unknown, they will not feel pressured or coerced into providing an answer that is more socially acceptable, and one that is not their true beliefs. The sensitive nature of the survey itself may turn people away from answering, so the anonymity itself may entice more participants to take part.
A questionnaire has been chosen for this study over another means of gathering data such as an interview or case study for numerous important reasons. If only one person is interviewed on one topic or area, it will not cover the gaps identified in the research, as qualitative data is needed to cover all these gaps.
The questions to be asked themselves will be formed around the gaps identified in the literature review. Questions will cover topics such as the views of the police response to terror attacks, and what has come from the reform of the Saunder’s inquiry, focusing on first aid and terror attack prevention. Officers will be more familiar with these changes, as they will come across them in work. Civilians may be less familiar with these, and have certain views on these incidents and the police service in general. 
Following on from this, the ease and accessibility of a questionnaire also increase the suitability for this research assignment. Questionnaires tend to be easy to follow, access and can entice people from all broad walks of life. Questionnaires are normally filled out online through the use of a link. The ease of accessing it, and the short amount of time it takes for a person to complete the task should assist in getting a large number of persons to complete the questionnaire. According to the US National Library of Medicine, a small sample grouping for a questionnaire is unscientific and unethical. The impossibility to study an entire population means that for the best results, a suitable sample size is needed to garner the best results. (Andrade, 2020). This is what will hopefully be achieved from the sample grouping, and will formulate an interesting set of answers.
Although the research methodology is focused, there may still be some problems that arise. Issues with translating data may arise, so the calculations will be done multiple times to ensure accuracy for the data that is produced from the research conducted. The platform used for the questionnaire will also be online, so technical issues may be present or show themselves when people try to complete it. The questionnaire will be tested to see if it is working as it should be, and then it will be sent out in the correct channels. A faulty system of surveying will turn people away from participating, and in turn will drastically narrow and shrink the sample size, not producing the most accurate results possible. If any problems do arise, these will be looked at and efforts will be made to rectify them as soon as can be, to protect the integrity of the research and the data of the questionnaire itself.
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