Critically outline the main themes presented in 1 and 2 Maccabees. In your answer, please also refer to the differences between 1 and 2 Maccabees.


1 and 2 Maccabees detail the events which took place during the reign of the Hellen Seleucid Empire, detailing the oppression imposed by the state, primarily at the direct command of King Antiochus IV Epiphanes, unto the Jewish people. Here, Antiochus tried to suppress Jewish law and traditions. In time, led by Mattathias and his sons, there arose the Maccabean revolt in defiance. Both texts outlie a narrative presentation of the events, while the former starts and ends its narrative later, from Mattathias to Johanan, the latter begins and finishes it narrative earlier, ending before Judas Maccabee dies. As well, the former was likely crafted in Palestine, while the latter was of the Hellenised Diaspora, being written in Greek.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Daniel R. Schwartz, ‘The Other in 1 and 2 Maccabees’, in Tolerance and Intolerance in Early Judaism and Christianity, ed. by Graham N. Stanton and Guy G. Stroumsa (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1998), pp. 30-38. (p. 30).] 
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