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Assessment 2
Appendix 1: Ethics Form
PUT IN AN ETHICS FORM
Sharon Cole will go over how to complete the Ethics Form in your lectures.
You can complete the form below in situ.

In order for research to result in benefit and minimise risk of harm, it must be conducted ethically. A researcher may not be covered by the University’s insurance if  ethical approval has not been obtained prior to commencement.

The University follows the OECD Frascati manual definition of research activity: “creative work undertaken on a systematic basis in order to increase the stock of knowledge, including knowledge of man, culture and society, and the use of this stock of knowledge to devise new applications”. As such this covers activities undertaken by members of staff, postgraduate research students, and both taught postgraduate and undergraduate students working on dissertations/projects.
The individual undertaking the research activity is known as the “principal researcher”.
Ethical approval is not required for routine audits, performance reviews, quality assurance studies, testing within normal educational requirements, and literary or artistic criticism.
Please read the notes for guidance before completing ALL sections of the form.
This form must be completed and approved prior to undertaking any research activity. Please see Checklist for details of process for different categories of application.  
Delete the Guidance Notes at the end of the form BEFORE submitting your application
SECTION A: About You (Principal Researcher)
	Full Name: Janis Neal
	

	Tick all boxes which apply:

	Member of staff:
	☐
	Honorary research fellow:
	☐

	Undergraduate Student
	☒	Taught Postgraduate Student
	☐	Postgraduate Research Student
	☐


	Faculty/School/Centre:
	Humanities and Social Sciences

	Campus:
	Carmarthen

	Student E-mail address:
	2204887@student.UWTSD.ac.uk

	Contact Telephone Number:
	07484795423




	For students:

	Student Number:
	2204887

	Programme of Study:
	Advocacy BA  

	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	Dr Caroline Lohmann-Hancock



SECTION B: Approval for Research Activity
	Has the research activity received approval in principle?
(please check the Guidance Notes as to the appropriate approval process for different levels of research by different categories of individual)
	YES
	☒	NO
	☐
	
	Date

	If Yes, please indicate source of approval (and date where known): Approval in principle must be obtained from the relevant source prior to seeking ethical approval
	Research Degrees Committee
	☐	

	
	Faculty Research Committee
	☐	

	
	Other (write in)
BA Advocacy Supervisor
	☒	14/12/2023



SECTION C:  Internal and External Ethical Guidance Materials
	Please list the core ethical guidance documents that have been referred to during the completion of this form (including any discipline-specific codes of research ethics, and also any specific ethical guidance relating to the proposed methodology).  Please tick to confirm that your research proposal adheres to these codes and guidelines.

	UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice
	☒
	UWTSD Research Data Management Policy
	☒

	British Sociological Association Ethical Guidelines 
	☒

	BERA Ethical Guidelines 
	☒





SECTION D: External Collaborative Research Activity
	Does the research activity involve collaborators outside of the University?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	
If Yes, please provide the name of the external organisation and name and contact details for the main contact person and confirmation this person has consented to their personal data being shared as part of this collaboration.

	Institution
	


	Contact person name
	


	Contact person e-mail address

	

	Has this individual consented to sharing their details on this form?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	Are you in receipt of a KESS scholarship?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	Is your research externally funded
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	Are you specifically employed to undertake this research in either a paid or voluntary capacity?
	Voluntary
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	
	Employed
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	Is the research being undertaken within an existing UWTSD Athrofa Professional Learning Partnership (APLP)
	If YES then the permission question below does not need to be answered.
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	Permission to undertake the research has been provided by the partner organisation
	(If YES attach copy)
If NO the application cannot continue
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐



Where research activity is carried out in collaboration with an external organisation
	Does this organisation have its own ethics approval system?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	
If Yes, please attach a copy of any final approval (or interim approval) from the organisation




SECTION E: Details of Research Activity
	Indicative title:
	Domestic violence in Wales: Public's Understanding of the Role of Advocacy.

	Proposed start date:
	14/12/2023
	Proposed end date:
	14/5/2024

	Introduction to the Research (maximum 300 words)
Ensure that you write for a Non-Specialist Audience when outlining your response to the three points below:
This research activity aims to gain an understanding of the Welsh public’s knowledge on domestic violence and independent domestic violence advocacy (IDVA) services. Domestic violence is the term used for emotional, physical and financial violence found within a relationship or family setting (NHS, 2023). IDVA services aim to alleviate and support victims of said abuse through offering information on rights, developing safety plans and supporting through the criminal justice system (nia, 2023). IDVA is proven to alleviate abuse and empower victims to move forward (Fayoyin, 2013), therefore a crucial service in supporting victims of domestic violence.
The research questions include: 
· What is the public’s understanding of what constitutes domestic violence against women in Wales?
· What does the public perceptions of the role of advocacy to support women at risk of domestic violence in Wales?
· How would the pubic improve the use of advocates to support women at risk of domestic violence in Wales?
Research into the Welsh public’s knowledge of IDVA services is scarce, therefore this research aims to gain insight into the publics views to understand if IDVA services are known about. By doing so this research offers a practical understanding of whether IDVA services need to be made more aware of. Statistical evidence of domestic violence shows 1.7 million women experienced abuse in 2022 and 699,000 men in the United Kingdom (ONS, 2022), yet numerous Welsh Government campaigns aims to increase awareness (Wales Centre for Public Policy, 2020). This research will highlight the Welsh public awareness or lack thereof, and in doing so, offer a crucial insight into whether IDVA services are understood and known about.
Reference List:
Fayoyin, A. (2013) 'Advocacy as a strategy for social change: A qualitative analysis of the perceptions of UN and non-UN development workers', Journal of Social Sciences, 35(2), pp.181-193. DOI: 10.1080/09718923.2013.11893158.
Office for National Statistics. (2022) Domestic abuse in England and Wales Overview: November 2022: Figures on Domestic abuse from the crime survey for England and Wales, police recorded crime and a number of different organisations. Available at: Domestic abuse in England and Wales overview - Office for National Statistics (ons.gov.uk) (Accessed:28/11/2023). 
NHS. (2023) Domestic violence and abuse. Available at: Getting help for domestic violence and abuse - NHS (www.nhs.uk) (Accessed: 28/11/2023).
nia. (2023) Independent Domestic Violence Advocacy. Available at: Independent Domestic Violence Advocacy (IDVA) - NIA | Ending Violence Against Women and Girls (niaendingviolence.org.uk) (Accessed: 28/11/2023).
Wales Centre for Public Policy. (2020) Domestic abuse interventions in Wales. Available at: Domestic-abuse-interventions-in-Wales.pdf (wcpp.org.uk) (Accessed: 28/11/2023). 

	Purpose of Research Activity
While there is a significant amount of research into the misogynistic nature of domestic violence against women (Berry et al, 2014), research into the Welsh public's awareness of domestic violence and advocacy provisions proves scarce. Current research of advocacy services within Wales includes victims' experiences of advocacy services and the scope of advocacy for victims of abuse (Speed, 2022; Safe Lives, 2021), there is however, a gap in research into the public's awareness of IDVA.
Domestic violence, sometimes called domestic abuse, refers to physical, emotional, financial or sexual violence that takes place within the family or within a relationship (NHS, 2023).  In the year 2022, 1.7 million women were subjected to domestic violence in the United Kingdom and 699,000 men (ONS, 2022). Due to this, increasing public awareness of domestic violence can be seen recommended through many Welsh government prevention schemes (Wales Centre for Public Policy, 2020), suggesting despite the volume of domestic violence, the public's awareness of the matter is lacking.
In addition to this, Madoc-Jones and Roscoe (2011) highlight their finding on the confusion surrounding domestic violence support services including IDVA provisions. IDVA aims to empower victims of domestic abuse enabling them to regain control over their life (Eva Women’s Aid, 2023). An advocate would do this by offering support, signposting and ensuring the individuals wishes are listened to within court settings (nia, 2023). Fayoyin (2013) states advocacy services are misunderstood due to confusion of the core meaning of advocacy. Yet research conducted by Berry et al (2014), suggest the lack of public knowledge into IDVA derives from the fact advocacy is hard to distinguish from other services. 
Domestic violence advocacy services have the power to change social structure and empower those at a disadvantage (Fayoyin, 2013), therefore, raising awareness of the provisions themselves is essential in empowering those who are victims of domestic violence. Evidently, there is a significant gap in the public's understanding and knowledge of IDVA, this research aims to develop an understanding of the public's awareness and perceptions of domestic violence advocacy to understand how these provisions can be better understood and accessed. 
Reference List:
Berry, V., Stanley, N., Radford, L., McCarry, M. and Larkins, C. (2014) ‘Building effective responses: an independent review of violence against women, domestic abuse and sexual violence services in Wales’, Welsh Government Social Research. Available at: Building effective responses: Independent review of violence against women, domestic abuse and sexual violence services in Wales (exeter.ac.uk) (Accessed: 19/11/2023).

Eva Women’s Aid. (2023) Independent domestic violence advocate (IDVA). Available at: Independent Domestic Violence Advocate (IDVA) – EVA Women's Aid (evawomensaid.org.uk) (Accessed: 25/11/2023).
Fayoyin, A. (2013) 'Advocacy as a strategy for social change: A qualitative analysis of the perceptions of UN and non-UN development workers', Journal of Social Sciences, 35(2), pp.181-193. DOI: 10.1080/09718923.2013.11893158.
Madoc-Jones, I. and Roscoe, K. (2011) 'Independent domestic violence advocates: perceptions of service users' Diversity in Health and Care, 8(1), pp.9-17. Available at:  Independent domestic violence advocates: perceptions of service users - Glyndŵr University Research Online repository (guildhe.ac.uk) (Accessed: 23/11/2023). 
nia. (2023) Independent Domestic Violence Advocacy. Available at: Independent Domestic Violence Advocacy (IDVA) - NIA | Ending Violence Against Women and Girls (niaendingviolence.org.uk) (Accessed: 20/11/2023). 
NHS. (2023) Domestic violence and abuse. Available at: Getting help for domestic violence and abuse - NHS (www.nhs.uk) (Accessed: 20/11/2023).
Office for National Statistics. (2022) Domestic abuse in England and Wales Overview: November 2022: Figures on Domestic abuse from the crime survey for England and Wales, police recorded crime and a number of different organisations. Available at: Domestic abuse in England and Wales overview - Office for National Statistics (ons.gov.uk) (Accessed:14/11/2023). 
Safe Lives. (2021) Understanding Court Support for Victims of Domestic Abuse. Available at: Understanding Court Support for Victims of Domestic Abuse (safelives.org.uk) (Accessed: 21/11/2023).
Speed, A. (2022) ‘Domestic abuse and the provision of advocacy services: mapping support for victims in family proceedings in England and Wales’, Journal of Social Welfare and Family Law, 44(3), pp.347-368. DOI:10.1080/09649069.2022.2126605.
(this box should expand as you type)

	Research Questions
· What is the public’s understanding of what constitutes domestic violence against women in Wales? 
· What does the public perceptions of the role of advocacy to support women at risk of domestic violence in Wales? 
· How would the pubic improve the use of advocates to support women at risk of domestic violence in Wales? 

(this box should expand as you type)

	Aims of Research Activity
This research aims to gain understanding on the Welsh public’s awareness of domestic violence and independent domestic violence advocacy (IDVA). Research into the Welsh public’s understanding of IDVA is lacking, with research mainly looking at service users’ perceptions and knowledge (Speed, 2022; Safe Lives, 2021). Therefore, this research aims to understand the public’s awareness of domestic violence and independent domestic advocacy provisions and understand how advocacy provisions can be better implemented. 
Reference List:
Safe Lives. (2021) Understanding Court Support for Victims of Domestic Abuse. Available at: Understanding Court Support for Victims of Domestic Abuse (safelives.org.uk) (Accessed: 21/11/2023).
Speed, A. (2022) ‘Domestic abuse and the provision of advocacy services: mapping support for victims in family proceedings in England and Wales’, Journal of Social Welfare and Family Law, 44(3), pp.347-368. DOI:10.1080/09649069.2022.2126605.

(this box should expand as you type)

	Objectives of Research Activity
The objectives of this research are to gain a practical understanding of limitations why IDVA provisions are misunderstood (Madoc-Jones and Roscoe, 2011). To do so the objective is to create an effective questionnaire to obtain quantitative and qualitative data on the Welsh publics understanding of domestic violence and IDVA services. 

Reference List: 
Madoc-Jones, I. and Roscoe, K. (2011) 'Independent domestic violence advocates: perceptions of service users' Diversity in Health and Care, 8(1), pp.9-17. Available at:  Independent domestic violence advocates: perceptions of service users - Glyndŵr University Research Online repository (guildhe.ac.uk)   (Accessed: 23/11/2023).

	Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)
Provide a brief summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed.

	Research into social issues, as stated by Kaushik and Walsh (2019) cannot define reality through one method alone. The research paradigm used within this research project will take a pragmatic epistemological and ontological approach. A pragmatic approach uses both quantitative and qualitative methods to understand an individual's reality and this is integral in obtaining a true understanding of lived experience (Creswell, 2007).
There are various methods of data collection, these include qualitative methods and quantitative methods (McNabb, 2010). Qualitative methods include interviews, documents and observations, these methods aim to gain meaning and description (McNabb, 2010). Quantitative methods include experiments and surveys, this method looks to gain objective understanding through numeric data (McNabb, 2010). Due to the pragmatic ontological and epistemological approach to this research project, a mixed method data online questionnaire will be used. Mixed method research is a combination of both quantitative and qualitative data collection methods (Palinkas et al, 2015). 
Clark (2017) highlights how a mixed method approach enables the researcher to benefit from the strengths of both methods, collecting a well-rounded set of data. In relation to social research, using a mixed method approach proves valuable as it can offer insight into what elements of society needs to change and how (Fetters, Curry and Creswell, 2013). 
[bookmark: _Int_98xDzZ2Q][bookmark: _Int_6lfqcfrN]Mixed method questionnaires are the most common form of data collection within the social sciences (Young, 2016). Questionnaires are easy to construct, anonymous and are cost effective in comparison to other data collection methods (Young, 2016). Additionally, questionnaires have the benefit of being adapted to certain audiences, as they have the capacity to be simple, complex, short or long (Young, 2016; McNabb, 2010). However, there are certain limitations to questionnaires including non-response, incorrectly formatted questionnaires and limitations in distribution (Zohrabi, 2013). The validity of questionnaires comes into question regarding vague and leading questions (Zohrabi, 2013). Although the effectiveness of questionnaires is debated, research suggests a well formatted, coherent questionnaire can be a simple yet cost effective method of obtaining data (Zohrabi, 2013; McNabb, 2010). 
One of the largest benefit of questionnaires are that they can now be completed online, thus mitigating cost, time and increasing the likelihood responses in comparison to paper questionnaires (Ebert et al,2018; McInroy, 2016). Additionally, the use of questionnaires proves effective in collecting data from hard-to-reach, marginalised individuals (McInroy, 2016). Due to the sensitive nature of the research being collected within this project, questionnaires prove beneficial in the sense that these vulnerable groups are protected by confidentiality and anonymity (McInroy, 2016). 
However, it must also be taken into consideration the age group that are likely to respond. Regmi et al (2016) explain the likelihood of older individuals responding is less than younger individual who are confident with their internet skills. In a similar fashion the questionnaire is limited in the sense that it does not consider responses from those who do not use social media (Kosinski et al, 2015). Kosinski et al (2015) highlight how a lack of face-to-face interaction decreases the individuals' feelings of accountability effecting the quality of answers given. Kosinski et al (2015) continue however to highlight despite this, online questionnaire’s produce robust, relevant results.
As the questionnaire will be uploaded on a personal Facebook account there are certain ethical considerations and limitations to the study. As the Facebook account is private then it can be assumed that the researcher knows the participants in some form and may have similar outlooks and experiences, thus, subjecting the research to bias (Regmi et al, 2016).
Reference List:
Clark, V. (2017) ‘Mixed methods research’, The Journal of Positive Psychology, 12(3), pp.305-306. DOI: 10.1080/17439760.2016.1262619.
Creswell, J. (2007) Qualitative inquiry & Research Design: Choosing among five approaches. (2nd ed). London: Sage Publications Ltd.
Ebert, J., Huibers, L., Christensen, B. and Christensen, M. (2018) ‘Paper -or web-based questionnaire invitations as a method for data collection: cross-sectional comparative study of differences in response rate, completeness of data, and financial cost’, Journal of medical Internet research, 20(1), pp.144-168 DOI: 10.2196/jmir.8353.
Fetters, M., Curry, L. and Creswell, J. (2013) ‘Achieving integration in mixed methods designs—principles and practices’, Health services research, 48(6pt2), pp.2134-2156. DOI: 10.1111/1475-6773.12117.
Kaushik, V. and Walsh, C. (2019) ‘Pragmatism as a research paradigm and its implications for social work research’, Social sciences, 8(9), pp.255. DOI: 10.3390/socsci8090255. 
Kosinski, M., Matz, S., Gosling, S., Popov, V. and Stillwell, D. (2015) ‘Facebook as a research tool for the social sciences: Opportunities, challenges, ethical considerations, and practical guidelines’, American psychologist, 70(6), p.543-556. DOI: 10.1037/a0039210.
[bookmark: _Int_A3t66CUu]McInroy, L. (2016) ‘Pitfalls, potentials, and ethics of online survey research: LGBTQ and other marginalized and hard-to-access youths’, Social work research, 40(2), pp.83-94. DOI: 10.1093/swr/svw005.
McNabb, D. (2015) Research methods for political science: Quantitative and qualitative methods. (2nd ed). New York: Routledge.
Palinkas, L., Horwitz, S., Green, C., Wisdom, J., Duan, N. and Hoagwood, K. (2015) ‘Purposeful sampling for qualitative data collection and analysis in mixed method implementation research’, Administration and policy in mental health and mental health services research, 42, pp.533-544. DOI: 10.1007/s10488-013-0528-y.
Regmi, P., Waithaka, E., Paudyal, A., Simkhada, P. and Teijlingen, E. (2016) ‘Guide to the design and application of online questionnaire surveys’, Nepal journal of epidemiology, 6(4), pp.640-644. DOI: 10.3126/nje.v6i4.17258.
Young T. (2016). ‘Questionnaires and Surveys’. In Zhu Hua. (ed) Research Methods in Intercultural Communication: A Practical Guide. Oxford: Wiley, pp.165-180.
Zohrabi, M. (2013) ‘Mixed method research: Instruments, validity, reliability and reporting findings', Theory and practice in language studies, 3(2), pp.254-262. DOI: 10.4304/tpls.3.2.254-262.is box should expand as you type)

	
Location of research activity
Identify all locations where research activity will take place.

	This research will be completed online. 
s box should expand as you type)

	Research activity outside of the UK
If research activity will take place overseas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local guidelines (e.g. from local professional associations/learned societies/universities) that exist and whether these involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any licenses or permissions required). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised by the local context in which the research activity is taking place, for example, particular cultural and/or legal sensitivities or vulnerabilities of participants.

	N/A
(this box should expand as you type)


	Use of documentation not in the public domain: Are any documents NOT publicly available?   

	NO
	☒

	
	YES
	☐

	If Yes, please provide details here of how you will gain access to specific documentation that is not in the public domain and that this is in accordance with prevailing data protection law of the country in question and England and Wales.


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity 
	Will the research activity include:
	
YES
	
NO

	Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?
	☒
	☐

	Use of interviews?
	☐
	☒

	Use of diaries?
	☐
	☒

	Participant observation with their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	Participant observation without their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	Use of video or audio recording?
	☐
	☒

	Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific consent?
	☐
	☒

	Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?
	☐
	☒

	Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?
	☐
	☒

	Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	Use of procedures that involve deception?
	☐
	☒

	Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?
	☐
	☒

	Working with live vertebrate animals?
	☐
	☒

	Other primary data collection methods, please explain in this box
For example, ‘focus groups’. Please indicate the type of data collection method(s) in this box and tick the accompany box.
	☐
	☒

	Details of any other primary data collection method:

(this box should expand as you type)
	
	


If NO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from some of the following sections (please refer to Guidance Notes).

If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been obtained. 


SECTION G: Intended Participants 
	Who are the intended participants:
	
YES
	
NO

	Students or staff at the University?
	☐
	☒

	Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?
	☒
	☐

	Vulnerable adults?
	☐
	☒

	Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or Guardian will be required)
	☐
	☒

	Prisoners?
	☐
	☒

	Young offenders?
	☐
	☒

	Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with the investigator or a gatekeeper?
	☐
	☒

	People engaged in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	Others (please identify specifically any group who may be unable to give consent) please indicate here and tick the appropriate box.

	☐
	☒

	Other – please indicate here:


(this box should expand as you type)
	
	



	Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and how will they be recruited? 

	How many participants are expected?

	
The questionnaire link will be sent out on the researchers Facebook page which has 350 followers. However, not all will respond, therefore it is predicted 250-300 will respond.
(this box should expand as you type)

	Who will the participants be?

	
The participants are Facebook followers of the researcher.
(this box should expand as you type)

	How will you identify the participants?
	
The link to the questionnaire will be sent out on the researchers Facebook page. The followers can then choose whether to participate or not.

(this box should expand as you type)






	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you obtain written consent for participation?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation 

	


(this box should expand as you type)



	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	Will participants be paid?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University arising from this study?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	If YES to any question, please provide full details 

	


(this box should expand as you type)





SECTION H: Anticipated Risks
	
Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them. 

If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external research collaborator) you may append that to this form.  

	Full risk assessment completed and appended? 

	Yes 
	☐

	
	No
	☒

	Risks to participants
For example: emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm, transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information

	Risk to Participant:
1. Emotional Distress.







2. Physical or emotional harm. 






 
3. Limits to anonymity.




	How will you mitigate the Risk to Participant
1. Due to the sensitive nature of this research discussion of domestic abuse can cause emotional distress to participants (BERA, 2018). To mitigate this risk individuals will be fully informed in their right to withdraw at any stage (Gov, 2018). Additionally, participants will be able to skip any questions they do not feel comfortable answering (BSA, 2017). Finally, at the start of the questionnaire on the information letter, there will be contact information to helplines such as Women’s Aid, Mind and Men’s Advice Line.
2. Consideration into the safety of the wellbeing of participants is essential due to the controlling and turbulent nature of abuse (WHO, 2016). Abusive partners / family members may become suspicious and violent if they suspect the victim is gaining aid or talking about their experience of abuse (WHO, 2016). In order to reduce this risk, the questionnaire will be added to the Facebook page as a link, so the participant can choose whether to access it. Additionally, links to helplines will be incorporated to aid the individual in obtaining help. 
3. There are certain limitations to the anonymity of this research due to the questionnaire being online (BSA, 2017). As the questionnaire is posted on the researcher’s Facebook page it can be assumed they know each other in some capacity. This meaning, some answers may be identifiable to the researcher. To mitigate this, participants will be informed beforehand and must choose to confirm before proceeding. Additionally, all information will be stored on the UWTSD cloud under password protection in line with data protection regulations to ensure the data collected is only accessible by the researcher and research assistant (University of Wales Trinity Saint David, 2022; BERA, 2018).
(this box should expand as you type)

Reference List
BERA. (2018) Ethical Guidelines for Educational Research, fourth edition. Available at: Ethical Guidelines for Educational Research, fourth edition (2018) | BERA (Accessed: 29/11/2023).

BSA. (2017) Statement of Ethical Practise. Available at: bsa_statement_of_ethical_practice.pdf (britsoc.co.uk) (Accessed: 29/11/2023).

Gov. (2018) Getting informed consent for user research. Available at: Getting informed consent for user research - Service Manual - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) (Accessed: 29/11/2023).

University of Wales Trinity Saint David. (2022) Research Data Management Policy. Available at: UWTSD Policy Template with blank pages & covers (Accessed: 4/12/2023).

World Health Organisation. (2016) Ethical and safety recommendations for intervention research on violence against women: building on lessons from the WHO publication putting women first: ethical and safety recommendations for research on domestic violence against women. Available at: RTI-EthicsBrochureFINALSingle... (who.int) (Accessed: 29/11/2023).



	If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity, drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project, it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

	N/A
(this box should expand as you type)

	Risks to investigator
For example: personal safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of harm/impropriety, conflict of interest

	Risk to Investigator: 
1. Emotional Distress











2. Safety of personal information 


(this box should expand as you type)
	How will you mitigate the Risk to Investigator:
(this box should expand as you type)
1. The emotionally distressing nature of these research may affect the wellbeing of the researcher in ways that include anxiety, isolation and general distress (Moncur, 2015). It is vital to safeguard the researcher from emotional distress (BERA, 2018; BSA, 2017). In order to mitigate this, the researcher will be made fully aware of the topics that may be spoken about beforehand (Moncur, 2015). Additionally, information about UWTSD student support will be available if the researcher feels it necessary to seek professional support.
Emotional distress may also be caused by posting the questionnaire on Facebook. Hurtful comments can be posted on the link leading to negative mental well-being (Koutamanis, Vossen and Valkenburg, 2015). By turning off the comment section however, this risk is minimised. 
2. Online questionnaires pose risks to the researcher’s personal information (BERA, 2018). However, the questionnaire will be posted to the Facebook page as link, mitigating any risk of personal emails or phone numbers being obtained, thus, adhering to GDPR regulations whist safeguarding the researcher (Data Protection Act, 2018). 
Reference List:
BERA. (2018) Ethical Guidelines for Educational Research, fourth edition. Available at: Ethical Guidelines for Educational Research, fourth edition (2018) | BERA (Accessed: 29/11/2023).

BSA. (2017) Statement of Ethical Practise. Available at: bsa_statement_of_ethical_practice.pdf (britsoc.co.uk) (Accessed: 29/11/2023).

Data Protection Act 2018, c.12. Available at: Data Protection Act 2018 (legislation.gov.uk) (Accessed: 23/11/2023).


Koutamanis, M., Vossen, H. and Valkenburg, P. (2015) ‘Adolescents’ comments in social media: Why do adolescents receive negative feedback and who is most at risk?’, Computers in Human Behavior, 53,pp.486-494.DOI: 10.1016/j.chb.2015.07.016.

Moncur, W. (2013) ‘The emotional wellbeing of researchers: considerations for practice’, Proceedings of the SIGCHI conference on human factors in computing systems ,pp.1883-1890.DOI: 10.1145/2470654.2466248.

	University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection

	Risk to University:
1. Adverse publicity 

	How will you mitigate the Risk to University:
(this box should expand as you type)
1. The nature of this research is extremely personal and may trigger the participant to feel emotional. Different cultures and individuals have different views regarding topics such as abuse and women’s rights (Pan et al, 2006), which could lead to the expression of their views against the university. However, to mitigate this risk the institutional email of the researcher will be given for any further questions, meaning any individual triggered by the questions may discuss it privately rather than publicly scrutinising the university.  
Reference List:
Pan, A., Daley, S., Rivera, L.M., Williams, K., Lingle, D. and Reznik, V. (2006) ‘Understanding the role of culture in domestic violence: The Ahimsa Project for Safe Families’, Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health, 8, pp.35-43.DOI: 10.1007/s10903-006-6340-y.



	Disclosure and Barring Service

	If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any contact with such participants.
	YES

	NO

	N/A


	Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate?
	☒
	☐
	☐



SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality
	Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants? 

	As the questionnaire will be submitted online the de-briefing and feedback will be written. It will be found when the questionnaire is completed, or if the participant has withdrawn during answering the questionnaire. The written debriefing will include thanks to the participant for participating, a recap on the confidentiality and anonymity of the research, the researcher’s university email for any follow up questions and finally the phone number/ website to a support provision if any questions have triggered a negative response. 

(this box should expand as you type)

	Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.

	Informed consent is the ensuring that participants of research understand fully what they are about to take part in (Gov, 2018). In order to do this the participants must be made aware of all terminology, fully understand they can withdraw from the research at any point understand where the research will be used and why the research is taking place (BERA, 2018; BSA, 2017). 
To ensure that informed consent is obtained at the start of the questionnaire there will be an information sheet explaining all relevant information to ensure the participants are completely aware of their role within the research. This consent sheet will require the participants to accept it before they can continue to the questions.
Reference List:
BERA. (2018) Ethical Guidelines for Educational Research, fourth edition. Available at: Ethical Guidelines for Educational Research, fourth edition (2018) | BERA (Accessed: 29/11/2023).
BSA. (2017) Statement of Ethical Practise. Available at: bsa_statement_of_ethical_practice.pdf (britsoc.co.uk) (Accessed: 29/11/2023).
Gov. (2018) Getting informed consent for user research. Available at: Getting informed consent for user research - Service Manual - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) (Accessed: 29/11/2023).

(this box should expand as you type)

	Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case. 

	Confidentiality is ensuring personal information is protected and there is limited access to data obtained (Ethicist, 2015). Maintaining confidentiality is crucial in ensuring the safety of participants (Ethicist, 2015). To ensure confidentiality is maintained, the data collected will be stored on the UWTSD cloud with password protection and all information will be anonymised adhering to data protection regulations (University of Trinity Saint David, 2022; BERA, 2018; Data Protection Act 2018). The nature of this research may interest those who are experiencing or have experienced domestic violence. These groups are particularly vulnerable (Bryman, 2016), therefore, to ensure no harm comes to these individuals the questionnaire will be as anonymous as possible (BSA, 2017). Anonymity is the collection of data that does not identify individuals or groups (Wiles, 2008).
Maintaining anonymity proves significantly more difficult when using online platforms to conduct research (BERA ,2018).  However, as the questionnaire will be posted on Facebook, participants will have the option of completing the questionnaire. Issues in anonymity arise as the questionnaire will be posted on the researchers Facebook page, meaning some questions may be identifiable to individual as the researcher knows them in some capacity. Due to this at the start of the questionnaire a letter gaining informed consent will explain the limitations of anonymity (BERA, 2018; BSA, 2017), giving the participant all information to make a decision whether they feel comfortable continuing. The letter will also include information explaining how the data will be stored ensuring the research is ethically sound (BSA, 2017). Finally, the participants have the option to skip any questions they feel may be identifiable to them.
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Ethicist, P. (2015) ‘Simplifying the complexity of confidentiality in research’, Journal of Empirical Research on Human Research Ethics, 10(1), pp.100-102. DOI: 10.1177/1556264614568783.
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Wiles, R., Crow, G., Heath, S. and Charles, V. (2008) ‘The management of confidentiality and anonymity in social research’, International journal of social research methodology, 11(5), pp.417-428. DOI: 10.1080/13645570701622231.
(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage
In completing this section refer to the University’s Research Data Management Policy and the extensive resources on the University’s Research Data Management web pages (http://uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/).
	Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 “DPA”)?
	YES
	NO

	“Personal data” means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person.
	☐
	X

	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	


(this box should expand as you type)

	Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?
	YES
	NO

	“Special category data” means sensitive personal data consisting of information as to the data subjects’ –
(a) racial or ethnic origin,
(b) political opinions,
(c) religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,
(d) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),
(e) physical or mental health or condition,
(f) sexual life,
(g) genetics,
(h) biometric data (as used for ID purposes),
	
☐
	
☒

	If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	


(this box should expand as you type)


	
Will the research activity involve storing personal data and/or special category data on one of the following: 
	YES
	NO

	Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?
	☐
	☒

	University computers?
	☐
	☒

	Private company computers?
	☐
	☒

	Home or other personal computers?
	☐
	☒

	Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?
	☐
	☒

	“Cloud” storage UWTSD or websites?
	☒
	☐

	Other – specify:

	☐
	☒

	For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data confidentiality, including details of password protection, encryption, anonymisation and pseudonymisation:

	Data obtained will be stored on the UWTSD cloud under password protection. Due to the nature of the research the data obtained will be anonymous therefore anonymization is not necessary. No names will be taken, however the data will be pseudonymised to the chosen gender and age.

(this box should expand as you type)

	All Data Storage

	Will the research activity involve any of the following activities:
	YES
	NO

	Electronic transfer of data in any form?
	☐
	☒

	Sharing of data with others at the University?
	☐
	☒

	Sharing of data with other organisations?
	☐
	☒

	Export of data outside the European Union or importing of data from outside the UK?
	☐
	☒

	Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?
	☐
	☒

	Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?
	☐
	☒

	Use of data management system?
	☐
	☒

	Data archiving?
	☐
	☒

	If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in accordance with the GDPR and DPA (and/or any international equivalent):

	
· N/A

(this box should expand as you type)

	List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

	The researcher and the research assistant.

(this box should expand as you type)

	List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

	
The researcher and the research assistant.

(this box should expand as you type)

	Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data, where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if not why not.  

	All data will be stored on the UWTSD cloud for the length of the project and then raw data will be destroyed. 
Once the project has been marked all data will be destroyed.
(this box should expand as you type)

	Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/ ).   If so please explain. (Most relevant to academic staff) 

	
· N/A - undergraduate project  

(this box should expand as you type)

	Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/)

	YES
	☒

	
	NO
	☐

	Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your research has completed or the end of your funding
	YES
	☒

	
	NO
	☐



SECTION K: Declaration
	The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice

	Signature of applicant:
	Janis Neal
	Date:
25/11/2023



For STUDENT Submissions:
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	
	Date:

	Signature:
	
	



For STAFF Submissions:
	Head of School/Assistant Dean:
	
	Date:

	Signature:
	

	



Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:
	☒
	I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

	☒
	I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

	☒
	I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

	☐
	I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)


	☐
	I have attached a full risk assessment (and have NOT completed Section H of this form) (where appropriate) ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT


	☒
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

	☒
	I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Head of School.

	☒

	I have deleted the guidance notes before submitting the PG2 for consideration



· Hypothetical letter would be attached in real life.
