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[bookmark: _GoBack]Choice of 3 images of One group at risk of exclusion and critically reflect upon these representations and how they might be interpreted by society. 
This assignment will explore families and whether they are at risk of exclusion within society today. It will include 3 different images, with a brief explanation of what type of family is being portrayed. There are many reasons for families being excluded in society as individuals are afraid of others and their differences; they basically 'judge a book by it’s cover before reading it'. It would make a massive difference if others took the time and effort to get to know each other rather than creating barriers.
Family is a broad subject to many people but it is defined by a unit of people who are connected with others, however the word family means different things to various people. In society, family structures have changed astronomically over the generations. Families can change depending on the settings that they are in, whether this is a university setting so they have now formed a new family as such known as their university families (Corbett, 2004). 
Social exclusion is defined by the limited or denial of sources available which leads to the incapacity to any goods, services or rights; which are usually accessible to the majority of individuals in a community for example cultural, political or social benefits. Ultimately, it affects the society as a whole and the quality of life of the individuals affected by it (Mack, 2016), (Levitas et al, 2007).
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Image 1- (10 Ingredients for a Happy Family, 2010)
This image outlines a 'stereotypical' white Christian family, this family is known as a nuclear family. A nuclear family is defined by mother, father and their 2.5 children (Sarkisian, 2016). Within this image it outlines the family lighting candles, this could be for numerous reasons such as  lighting a candle to remember a deceased loved one, the light represent a prayer, but also to remember God in this sad time (Sepulchre-candles.com, 2008).  
The Bible is the religious book  that a Christian family follows the teachings of (Bell, 2018). The key rules that Christians follow in their daily lives are the 10 commandments, these commandments are the basic guidelines for society in general. These consist of thou shall not kill, thou shall not commit adultery and so on (Elliot, 2010), the reason for this is Christianity is still a predominant religion throughout Britain, as the Office for National Statistics (ONS) reported that within England and Wales in 2011, 'Christianity is still the largest religion with 59.3% identifying themselves as Christians' (Ons.gov.uk, 2011). The majority of festivals are due to Christian holidays, this being Easter, Whitsun and Christmas. These holidays affect education, employment and daily lives (PublicHolidays.co.uk, 2018). Within education, even though Christianity is always at the fore front, schools have to adhere to a new form of curriculum and ensure that they are teaching pupils about all faiths, due to the United Kingdom (UK) being multi-cultural (Cloake and Tudor, 2001). 
The Christian family encourages all members to 'treat others how they would like to be treated themselves', which is the golden rule, "love your neighbour as you love yourself"  (Luke 10:25-37) (The Holy Bible, 1759). The family uses this saying as it encourages them to teach their children right from wrong, and to ensure that they are aware of other individuals feeling by treating them fairly. 
Families often celebrate key stages of their children's lives with a special ceremony an example of a child's first ceremony being a christening (Miller, 2015), this is to promise that their child will be brought up following the key principles of Christianity. Later in life the child can then be confirmed and this would be a way of the child agreeing to continue to follow the principles through their own choice rather than the parents decision (Mick, 1986). These children attend confirmation classes, which ensures that they are aware of what the promises of becoming a Christian. 
The next key ceremony is Marriage, this is a ceremony that takes place within the church, and participants believe that God is witnessing their exchange in vows and that he believes he's agreeing to allowing this ceremony to continue. Whilst undertaking this ceremony, it allows the couple to have a ritual that involves their religious beliefs, by making promises to each other, having a reading from the Bible, exchanging rings; as the circle is a symbol of love and unity (Warner, 2006). The wedding gown should be white to represent purity, as the Christian faith believe that there should be 'no sex before marriage', this is due to the main reason for marriage is to pro-create and the religion (Luciano Moskal, 2008). 
The Christian family believes that it is important on how they live their lives and help others. Charity is very fundamental to Christianity, as they give money to Christian Aid, which is a Christian Charity that is a development agency to ensure that they can help others and make sure they have better lives. The charity believes that 'poverty is an outrage against humanity, it robs people of their dignity and lets injustice thrive' (Christianaid.org.uk, 2018). In many churches they do a collection to provide the charity with funding, to ensure that they can help deplete poverty.  Another charity that is a Christian charity is Care for the Family, this charity has been implemented to ensure that any families that are facing difficulties will have the support of a strong family. This charity is able to help many walks of life with any difficulties they may be facing such as marriage problems, parenting issues to name but a few(Care for the Family, 2018).Whilst there are many traditions that a Christian family follow, there are many critical reflections of Christianity within society as they are at risk of exclusion. Christian families are discriminated against within society as individuals make fun of their religious beliefs, while others label Christians as 'bible bashers' and 'happy clappers'. This could make them feel at risk of exclusion as they are being labelled by others, and being stereotyped for their religious beliefs in a discriminatory way. By referring to them as these labels it could also make the vulnerable in society where they feel that the can no longer express their beliefs in a way that they would like to. Individuals can mock them for their good will as they believe that they are forcing their religion on others, when on occasions this is not the case (Svartvik and Wiren, 2016). Faith can also restrict some believers in their daily lives as they follow the key principles, however they may be unable to attend religious ceremonies due to their employment commitments. According to  the Advisory, Conciliation and Arbitration Service(ACAS) it states that employees do not have to give time off for any religious beliefs however the employers like to accommodate as it is good for their business (Acas.org.uk, 2018).
Another example could be divorces, even though divorces are seen as a social norm, they are not deemed to be accepted within the faith as marriage is sacred. This is the case when people have children out of wedlock, even though society is improving and adapting to change; the religions have not fully adapted these changes as they are slowly improving (Cole, n.d.).  Within churches, gay members of the congregation are not always accepted, as previously stated about the slow changes within religion. The reasoning for this is because the bible clearly states that "Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh" (Genesis 2:24), (The Holy Bible, 1759). The problem also lies within the congregation, as there are many members of the older generation who have the mindset and views from years ago rather than now, this causes problems not only for themselves but for others as they are isolating them for their life choices; the reason for this is because they are 'literal Christians' and see what is written in the Bible as unchangeable and the word of God (Keith, 1839).

[image: ]Image 2  - (Lavine, 2016)
This image portrays a Muslim family in todays society. This family also shows a nuclear family but in the case the Al-Qudah family have more than the 2.5 children in their family home. Within this image it shows a mother and her daughter wearing a headscarf known as a 'hijab' (Bbc.co.uk, 2015), this lady wears this to make people aware of her current religious beliefs as she previously followed a Christian faith. She wants to make others aware of her religion, she feels very passionate about her new beliefs whilst giving her eldest daughter the option of converting. After converting to her religion she later met her now husband/father of the youngest three children (Duluthnewstribune.com, 2016). 
This image shows a family group that might be at risk of exclusion due to the religious background and culture. Discrimination is a form of behaviour which can lead to individual's being social excluded within society an example of this would be someone wearing a hijab being refused entry into a restaurant (Roscigno, 2007). The reason that the owner might have decided this is to avoid any negative behaviour towards Muslims' in his business or attracting the unconstructiveness. According to statistics 'nearly 46% of the 10% of Muslims live in deprived communities' (GOV.UK, 2017), this causes problems as reported by the Joseph Rowntree Foundation (JRF) it states that the change in ethic mix within the community could be the reasons for general anxieties, relating to the mentioned group and it could also promote the feelings of insecurity (JRF, 2008). Muslim families may be at risk of exclusion from other aspects of society, such as verbal or physical abuse from members of their local communities, as they are a 'different' family as such to what the community are used to. This causes many problems for individuals as they get the abuse from all aspects including young children who have learnt the bad behaviours from their parents. Media representation of Muslim families can be very negative since the 9/11 attack, as many people have adopted the attitude that 'all Muslims are terrorists', again this is a very negative statement towards this religion (Pappas, 2012). The mother in this family may be at risk of exclusion if she went for employment and was asked to remove her headscarf to carry out the role of the occupation; this is exclusion as employers are not allowed to ask people to discriminate against their religious beliefs and related practices. 
"The increasing visibility of Muslims to non-Muslims in the UK in a global mediated world, in which Muslims are homogenised, has resulted in their construction as a threat to non-Muslims. This ideological threat (in the UK) allows Muslims to be suppressed" 
(Poole 2004: 22).
This quote suggests that non-Muslims could feel threatened by the influx of Muslims into the local community is pressuring them, but this is creating a negative feeling for Muslims within the communities and might lead to the Muslim's being overwhelmed in a negative way.
Even though the Muslim family might be at risk of exclusion. According to Citizens Advice there are policies and legal guidelines in place to ensure that such behaviour is illegal and applies to all areas within society for example education, housing and work. This policy has been implemented to ensure that any individual are not at the brunt end of bullying and victimisation (Citizensadvice.org.uk, 2018).
However, the positive effects of having a Muslim family within the community is that it is making others socially aware of other religions and how their religions are different to others, an example of this could  be the young children doing a project of their homelife, their experiences would differ from others in the community as they eat differently such as halal meat and no pork. Another positive effect would be that the community is now becoming  multi-cultural, this could give opportunities to have multi-cultural events about the positives and negatives of the various religions, cultures. By communities being multi-cultural it allows for social groups to access resources and it allows for all cultural groups to be treated equally across the nation and in their local communities (Reitz, Phan and Banerjee, 2010). The Muslim culture is governed by the five pillars of Islam, one of which requires Muslims to give 2.5% of their annual earnings to benefit the poor and ensure that poverty within the faith community will be diminished. Those who need help, receive it locally but they must be part of this culture. This is a very positive effect for the Muslim family, as it ensures that other members of the community can see that the Muslims are doing good deeds for others (Islamic Relief UK, 2018).
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Image 3- (Hasidic Jewish Family, 2010)
This is a Jewish religious family known as the Hasidic Jews, this sector within Judaism originated in the 1800's. Hasidic is from a Hebrew term that is defined by loving- kindness(Eldridge, 2016). Judaism believes that the "home is central for their religious practice" (Jacobs, 2018). All major festivals are celebrated in the home, for example Passover, Chanukah the festival of light. Another example of how important the home is in Judaism is the preparation and the consumption of food which has to be Kosher. 'Kosher' is defined as acceptable in Hebrew (Eidlitz, n.d.). This allows Jews to eat various foods such as meat, dairy and pareve. However they are not allowed to consume any pork Eidlitz, E. (n.d.). A significant event in the life of all Jewish boys in the home occurs on the eighth day after birth this ceremony is called Brit Milah (circumcision), this ceremony links Jews today with those throughout history and links back to the promise made between God and Abraham. 
Within this image it portrays a family wearing particular clothing this is seen as symbolic within the culture.  Hasidic men grow their hair to attain long sidelocks known as 'Payat' this is because their hair is a gift from God (Silverman, 2016). They also wear long black coats and big fur hats. Hasidic women should always wear head coverings of some sort whether it’s a headband or a scarf as their heads should only be shown to their husbands in their sphere, they also cover the majority of their bodies (Silverman, 2016). This image could represent Saturday morning (Shabbat) as they are walking to the Synagogue ready for their religious celebrations (de Lange, 2010).  Shabbat is very important day of the week for Jewish people, it begins on a Friday night to Saturday night this is known as the day of rest. Yiddish is the language of  the Hasidic Jews. Jewish couples are allowed to divorce but must fill in a form which is known as a 'Get'. If they do not do this when it comes to remarrying in the future;  the women will have to ask her previous husband for a Get, he may not honour this to which it causes problems for the women's life and future (My Jewish Learning, 2018). This is evident that they are not fully gender equal as the male has a hold of dominance over her. The Equality Act (2010) states that everyone in society should be treated equally whether it is your race, gender, religion within the 9 protected characteristics (GOV.UK, 2018), therefore in today's society there is gender equality which it critically argues with the Jewish traditional and outdated customs that currently exists.
 The Jewish religion has been discriminated against throughout history dating back to World War 2 (WW2) when Hitler was in charge as it began by him putting a stop to them having professional jobs such as lawyers and doctors. They were also prevented from being involved in commercial life by running their own businesses. Hitler then began to label them through forcing them to wear the yellow star of David on any garments that they may have worn. The Jews were being terrorised by the Germans only because they were Jewish and they happened to be the group that he wanted to execute (Schoenberner, 2004).  According to BBC (Bbc.co.uk, 2018),  they state that "Nearly 7 out of every 10 Jews living in Europe were killed" this was because Hitler wanted to eradicate all Jews from society as he wanted a perfect race of people throughout the world. 
The Hasidic Jews are  still  at risk of exclusion within society, firstly the image that is portrayed begins to trigger negative stereotyping as people could see the clothing as intimidating, and they almost want to exclude themselves from current society or mixing with others. It is evident that they tend to walk in a group environment rather than alone in the communities so they  maybe difficult to approach. Jews are at the face of discrimination on a daily basis in a verity of environments. Currently the media is representing the Labour Party leader as anti-sematic as Jeremy Corbyn commented on a social media post back in 2012, and it had been highlighted again to portray him as discriminative against the Jewish Faith (Vox, 2018).
Whilst researching it was evident that religions can be a major cause for individuals to be at risk of exclusion whether it is in society or within a media representation. Each religion that has been considered could be at risk whether there are images with negative comments being reported on social media or how people react to them in their communities. It is also evident that children/ families are bringing the future generations up to discriminate against these religions. According to Bandura (1977),The Social Learning Theory states that if your witnessing your role model being negative towards others then you are highly likely to adopt the same behaviour and way of thinking by becoming negative towards others  (Akers, 2017).
Religion is still seen as being extremely important within society, and individuals should respect others and what their beliefs may be. The Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union states that people have the right to be non-discriminated against peoples beliefs and human dignity (Charter Of Fundamental Rights Of The European Union, 2000). However due to Britain exiting the  European Union (EU) in 2019, this raises questions on how religion is going to protected from discrimination within society and what legislations will be in place for individuals to use if they are at risk of exclusion, discrimination due to all current legislation and policies being part of the EU. 
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