A response to an article that provides evidence of sound knowledge and understanding of themes related to the teaching of Welsh in the English medium sector.
In 2015, the Welsh Government commissioned Lewis to review the state of Welsh Second Language within English-Medium Schools and how the new curriculum will affect this. Lewis has also highlighted certain issues with the current system, which I will comment on, this results in pupils having several years of education in the language and not being confident enough. As Huw Lewis is a Minister of Education and Skills he has the knowledge and experience to offer constructive criticism to the Welsh Government.

One theme which Lewis (2015) in Welsh Second Language within our new curriculum has highlighted is why do so many children leave school without sufficient skills in the Welsh language. Lewis then claims that the government have plans to extend the Welsh-Medium education sector therefore promoting the Welsh Language in English-Medium schools as a second language (Lewis, 2015). Furthermore, Davies (2013) in One Language for all offers some solutions by developing pupil’s language skills so they are adaptable to be transferred into the community which will increase its use in jobs so elevating its importance in everyday life (Davies, 2013). Moreover, in Donaldson (2015) Successful Futures he specifically comments in recommendation 23 that pupils need to be confident speakers in Welsh by the age of 16 (Donaldson, 2015). This would also help the Welsh Government meet their target of reaching one million welsh speakers by 2050 (Welsh Government, 2015). Estyn (2017) supports this by stating that increasing the number of Welsh speakers is the Welsh Governments priority (Estyn, 2017). From my personal experience of observing a classroom, I found that a constant re-evaluation and repetition is the solution to learning Welsh due to its contrast from the English language, and children benefited from short repetitive sessions rather than an hour session per week. 

The second theme is the issue of sufficient teacher training as Lewis (2015) emphasises that the new curriculum will raise standards of the Welsh language in English-Medium schools. But he also extends this by stating that the government are aiming to help equip staff with better skills. Therefore, the children feel more confident and able to go into their community and can use Welsh (Lewis, 2015). Davies (2013) talks about the previous poor standards and results in terms of Welsh as a second language in English-Medium schools. However, she does rectify this by ensuring that training should ensure that standards are improved and maintained (Davies, 2013). On the other hand, Donaldson looks at the situation more practically, as an issue of funding which needs to be put towards teacher training. He presents it as more of a recommendation which the government need to take on board, to preserve the language and increase the number of bilingual people in Wales (Donaldson, 2015). Furthermore, the Welsh-Medium Education Strategy (2010) aims to increase welsh-medium education and training is essential for this, and teaching via welsh-medium may help the English-medium pupils grow accustomed to the pronunciation and vocabulary (Welsh Government, 2010). In my opinion, a teacher who has been trained effectively and can adapt their lessons to fit all abilities is the most effective teacher. However, from Donaldson (2015) we now see that this can be restricted due to lack of funding to train teachers (Donaldson, 2015). On the other hand, Estyn (2013) suggests that after speaking to headteachers, they said that many teachers have a lack of expertise in the language so when the children reach the end of Key Stage 2 they find the Welsh lessons are more repetitive and nothing new is taught (Estyn, 2013).

The Third theme is the apparent lack of Welsh in the community to allow the pupils to practise. Lewis (2015) suggested there needs to be more informal activities which are designed to help children use and remember Welsh in the community. Therefore, increasing confidence and knowledge of vocabulary which wouldn’t have been used in the classroom (Lewis, 2015). Davies (2013) actively supports this by involving the parent’s opinion, as she states that many parents want their children to be able to speak Welsh. Davies believes this is due to changed attitudes over the years about the Welsh language (Davies, 2013). Furthermore, she also proposed that perhaps more exposure to the language such as teachers and the community regularly speaking Welsh would help the children access the language more efficiently (Davies, 2013). This will be heavily supports by the Welsh Language Strategy proposed by the Welsh government which aimed that by 2017 to have increased the number of Welsh Speakers and use of the language in the community. However, they found that to reach these goals there was a need for more “strategic planning” while also increasing the use of the language in the community (Government, 2017). Estyn (2017) emphasises how bilingualism can lead to “commercial value in the employment market” which reinstates how Welsh in the community can improve employability (Estyn, 2017 p2). In my experience, it does depend on the location of the school, as I spent a month in a school in Swansea, I found the teaching was effective but due to lack of welsh speakers in the community there was less opportunity to practise. However, I found observing a lesson in a school based in Carmarthen there were much higher standards due to the high quantity of practise they may find outside school as well as lessons the teach had provided them.

Another theme which is essential is that children need to understand the appeal and attractiveness of learning this language. Lewis (2015) emphasises that the pupils need to want to speak the language, so they will actively try to speak Welsh in the community and gain practise and perspective (Lewis, 2015). On the other hand, Davies (2013) discusses that a way to enhance this might be by increasing pride in the Welsh culture via education. In addition, Davies suggests the problem is that the Welsh Language isn’t given a sufficient status in the classroom (Davies, 2013). Then Donaldson suggests how pupils should develop a sense of pride for Wales being a bilingual nation and wanting to be a part of that can spark incentive to want to learn the language (Donaldson, 2015). In my opinion, if there is a low level of enthusiasm towards the Welsh language the children are less willing to learn and get easily distracted. The children need to be passionate about the culture and possess the pride to be willing to put in the work to learn the language. But if perhaps the teacher doesn’t have this enthusiasm then how do they expect the child to recuperate and produce good work and be able to speak Welsh as a second language.

In conclusion, I have found that the article by Lewis (2015) demonstrated several key themes which show clear understanding of teaching Welsh as a second language in English-Medium schools. I found it extremely interesting to see how other authors agreed or disagreed and the possible solutions they offered. I believe the article has some profound recommendation based on accurate research which could benefit schools, especially with the new curriculum which could offer flexibility as well as additional skills of teachers. However, the article may need to think more practically as issues with funding are becoming ever more prominent, so some of the solutions may need to be more long term.
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