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Abstract
The objective of this dissertation is to conduct an in-depth critical analysis in order to discover: the understanding, perspectives, complexities of and reasons why children and vulnerable people are likely to be exploited and recruited into county lines, by primarily analysing existing academic literature. There are potential dangers attached to county lines, involving the people recruited and society, even further, due to any individuals purchasing and using drugs. Alongside, there are also further dangers regarding gang territory and culture. 
Qualitative research will be conducted with a view to obtaining answers to questionnaires from fellow experienced professionals in the police service, one being an expert in this specific field. The primary aim of this research is to gain an understanding of their current knowledge and experience of dealing with the social threat of county lines and how this potential anonymity of drug dealing gangs can cross over from one major city into a small countryside town or from one city to another city throughout the United Kingdom. 
County lines pose a major threat, both in terms of drug usage and dealing, but also in terms of the drugs element leading to other potential crimes. The aim of county lines is to cross through different counties, creating an advantageous scenario for the dealer in charge whilst exploiting local youngsters and vulnerable people and putting them in a disadvantaged position, with the primary aim of concealing the instigators. 
Research will be conducted into relevant case studies to identify the real-life, harrowing effects county lines has on youngsters and vulnerable people and, in turn, across counties. 
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Chapter 1 – Introduction
The objective of this dissertation is to analyse the cause and effect, as well as uncover, the impact factors of why and how children and vulnerable people are exploited into county lines and Organised Crime Groups (OCGs) within the United Kingdom (UK). County lines is how a chain is created where a drug dealing group, is able to extend where they deal to somewhere not necessarily geographically linked to where they are actually located; it is also where other individuals are dealing on their behalf, these individuals are most commonly young children and vulnerable individuals, thus separating the action and intent from the dealer in question; “The current county lines criminal business model thrives on the exploitation of vulnerable adults and children to move and deliver drugs. This enables offenders to maximise their profits and reduce the risk of their criminal activity as it distances them from the supply transaction” (National Crime Agency, 2018). The term, county lines, can indirectly be taken as crossing from one county to another, but actually, specifically, refers to the mobile phone line running the drug operation.
The problem and threat of county lines has exasperated what used to be the problem of drug dealing. Drug dealing may have been limited to a locality, a town or a city, in the past, when not all crimes were necessarily linked to drugs. However, the problem and existence of county lines is an extended and larger problem because a drug dealer from one city may now be dealing in another city, by ‘employing’ individuals to deal on their behalf, and the main intention of the instigator will be very likely be to protect themselves, as in maintaining their anonymity, and to use another, naïve, and easily disposable, individual (or individuals) to deal on their behalf by: offering them incentives such as materialistic items and utilising the fact that they are vulnerable, by giving them a sense of belonging but, unfortunately, by, ultimately, drawing them in to a chain and, by putting them in danger. “Initially, the ‘Youngers’, the children involved, may be given money, phones or expensive trainers, but are then told they must repay this by working for the County Lines gang.” (HM Inspectorate of Probation, 2021). The more distance, geographically, between where the dealer is from and where the dealing is happening, the less chance of detection. Not all crimes are now linked to drug dealing, but it could be suggested that more crimes are now linked to drugs than previously. OCGs, most of which are now linked to county lines, are infiltrating cities and towns to sell drugs, whilst recruiting young and vulnerable people, causing them to become victims of the harsh reality of drug dealing and modern slavery, as well as, potentially, becoming embroiled in further crimes, making themselves victims, in addition to causing danger to any other bystander who may also fall victim in some way, whether this be limited to the selling and use of drugs but also to further danger and crimes. The involvement of drugs appears to have vastly increased in the 21st Century and can be the umbrella hanging over, causing and becoming the catalyst to other social and criminal problems of today: drug use, modern slavery, human trafficking, child exploitation, grooming and paedophilia. It does not seem as if drugs are, currently, an isolated problem and issue. Other criminal and societal problems such as modern slavery and human trafficking as could be very much embedded and concealed within county lines and the youngsters might not understand that they are victims: The National Referral Mechanism (NRM) is a framework for identifying and referring potential victims of modern slavery, the NRM: “In 2022, the NRM received 16,938 referrals of potential victims of modern slavery, which represents a 33% increase in referrals compared to the preceding year (12,706). This year saw the highest number of annual referrals since the NRM began in 2009” (Home Office, 2022). The young individuals embroiled in county lines are victims of modern slavery as they are victims of forced labour as defined in the Modern Slavery Act 2015 Section 1. However, they may not realise this until they have become indebted to the OCG. They are aiding the traffic of drugs for the OCG and may not realise that they are actually being trafficked, themselves, as defined in the Modern Slavery Act 2015 Section 2. 
County lines is a devastating issue due to the crime connected to it and the young and vulnerable people recruited amongst it - gangs from across the UK will infiltrate local towns and cities to operate their OCGs. The Home office created the County Lines Programme in November 2019 to tackle the problem and potential threat of county lines. The UK government’s creation of the county lines programme has been successful, to date. This is displayed in the following statistics: “5,627 county lines have been closed, 16,536 people have been arrested and 8,817 individuals have been referred by police to safeguarding” (GOV.UK County Lines Programme Data 2024).This has now led to the next aim of: “As the Government met the line closure target early, it has now committed to close a further 1,000 lines by August 2024, bringing the total since the Drugs Strategy was launched in April 2022 to over 3,000” (GOV.UK County Lines Programme Data 2024). 
To close, county lines has been emerged and expanded due the existence of vulnerability which is now increasing due to society as a whole, the internet and technology, the eradication of the originally concept of slavery only to be replaced by modern slavery and by the trafficking of goods, drugs and people, goods are vulnerable to an extent, drugs cause vulnerability whilst certain people are more vulnerable than others, but everyone is susceptible to danger caused by any form of crime. Vulnerable people are often victims of having they home infiltrated by OCGS from which to distribute drugs, the person living in the property may or may not already be a substance user, however they are most certainly vulnerable and susceptible to coercion; “County lines networks may use violence and coercion to occupy the property of someone who is often vulnerable through mental health, domestic circumstances, substance misuse or manipulation” (CPS, 2022). 
















Chapter 2 - Literature Review
This chapter seeks to analyse elements of academic study across the topic of county lines, although county lines is a modern term used both in policing and in government terms. The aim of this literature review is to evaluate and analyse intrinsic, relevant and authoritative sources which provide a valuable academic overview of a problem and issue which is attempting to increase but, at the same time, is being decreased by police intervention.
As a current, global society comprised of local communities, we are potential victims to the complex, and hidden, issue of county lines; “County lines is a term used to describe gangs and organised criminal networks involved in exporting illegal drugs into one or more importing areas within the United Kingdom, using dedicated mobile phone lines or other form of “deal line” (Home Office, 2023, p.3). The danger and threat of county lines poses debates: firstly, the fact that the leader of a drug dealing chain can be based in a city in England, for example, but employing individuals, or groups, to distribute their drugs in, not only another county, but also another country within the UK, such as Wales; by extension, the individuals who are employed are more likely to be targeted are young people or vulnerable people as these individuals may be perceived as potential, inexpensive drug runners. In order to delve more deeply into the notion of vulnerability, it could be said that “a person is vulnerable if, as a result of their situation or circumstances, they are unable to take care of or protect themselves or others from harm or exploitation” (Williams, 2023, p.9). 
Young individuals are easily influenced; they could be gullible due to lack of life experience, but interested in making money and potential recreational drug use, and they are targeted by organised crime groups (OCGs) because they are easily dispensable; “Children and young people may be exploited because they represent a cheap, easily recruited workforce who can absorb the risks related to street-level sales and are considered disposable to out of town dealers” (Windle, et al, 2020, p.7). OCGs will exploit the young and vulnerable to sell and transport drugs. In order to make the fact that the young individuals are vulnerable work in the drug dealer’s favour, the dealer in question will utilise any possible opportunity to: persuade, manipulate, coerce and make it seem like they are offering an escape of some sort and a positive opportunity. However, the individuals that the dealer finds are usually unable to realise that this so-called opportunity is a negative and dangerous one that they will have difficulty removing themselves from, if and when they need to – this is because the dealer in charge will not just choose any youngster, but someone who is already in a vulnerable situation, so someone who could be more malleable and, therefore, more easily manipulated; “Children who have learning difficulties, disabilities, mental health issues, substance use problems or are experiencing family breakdown and trauma, are at an additional risk of being exposed to gang activity” (O’Hagan and Edmundson, 2021, p.51). Gang leaders, so the leaders of each drug dealing gang, will be in the habit of using manipulation and coercion so that they can maintain power whilst providing a reward in the form of bait to lure the youngsters in. They may use many techniques such as: intimidation, violence, weapons or, even, giving money to them as part of grooming the individuals. This ‘grooming’ will not necessarily be linked to any sexual intentions and this ‘giving’ of money could be taken as bribery or financial exploitation; “Child criminal exploitation is common in county lines and occurs where an individual or group takes advantage of an imbalance of power to coerce, control, manipulate or deceive a child or young person under the age of 18” (Harding, 2020, p.144). 
One of the growing issues we face, as a society, is that young people, in particular, who have been recruited into county lines do not see that they have been groomed into the county lines cycle; then, it is too late for the young person to even attempt to stop working for the OCG as the OCGs will use violence and threaten the young person. OCGs will traffic young people to different locations around the UK and place them in houses from which the drugs are being sold; “The success of county lines is heavily dependent upon exploitative techniques of manipulation, coercion, force and violence, where the runners or victims are disproportionately children and young people” (Mclean, Robinson, and Densley, 2019, p.6). The violence used has a devastating impact on the local community, due to county lines OCGs; the children trafficked to out-of-town areas become victims to drug territory wars where extreme violence can occur, affecting those individuals dealing drugs on behalf of the head of the OCG, who uses that individual in order to maintain their anonymity, but, in some cases, also then inflicting harm, and, sometimes, death, either as murder or manslaughter, on members of the public. In the eyes of the layman, gun laws and crime are only associated with countries where guns are legal to buy, for example, America; “Within cities, both violent crime and gun homicide by youths are concentrated in neighbourhoods with high levels of poverty, drug dealing, and/or gang activity” (Tita, et al. 2010, p.1). It is evident that there are many factors that play a part within the exploitation of children and that different types of crime are becoming interlinked. It could be argued that the problems of drug dealing, and exploitation of young and vulnerable people, could be caused by other problems like
grooming, child abuse and drug use. In terms of drug use the more available a drug is the more people are inclined to participate in drug use, even if they consider it be safe and recreational, but the danger is that it becomes normalised and accepted within the community; “The availability of illicit drugs presumably means that more people will potentially initiate illegal drug use, and current users will continue. In the UK particularly” (Rose, 2015, p.68). 
OCGs seek out vulnerable people, particularly vulnerable drug users, to take over their house to store drugs and sell drugs from their home: “A tactic where a drug dealer (or network) takes over a vulnerable person’s home to prepare, store or deal drugs. Commonly associated with exploitation and violence” (Harding, 2020, p.179). This is also known as ‘cuckooing’, These OCGs are always
originally from and based in an out-of-town area, like a major city, who move into towns and villages where they can easily and inconspicuously operate from. Members of the OCG tend to befriend vulnerable, disabled people who are limited in terms of opportunities to go out; the members make them feel special and take them under their wing – they may make them feel safe, wanted and secure. The OCGs are tactical with their movements as they monitor the situation of the disabled person, whilst they have befriended them, in order to ascertain how many medical appointments they need to attend and how many health visitors (if any) come to their house; they tend not to pick a person who has a lot of support from family or social services. After having surveyed the situation, the OCG tend to pray on the lonely person with no support who may, or may not, already be using drugs; “More sophisticated OCGs understand that disabled people who have access to regular care services pose a greater risk of detection… These OCGs actively target disabled people who do not have regular access to services” (Macdonald, et al, 2024, p.488). Theoretically, any individual who is physically and mentally in good health and has a network of family and friends and is either employed or retired could be considered to be safe and secure. However, other individuals who have less security and fewer contacts around them would be vulnerable people who are lonely, unemployed, with a lack of friends or suffering from health issues. 
The potential emphasis is, not only, on being vulnerable, but also, on being young. Some individuals who are vulnerable may be so because they are aged, new to the geographical area or have a disability. However, the potential grooming of a prospective drug dealer seems to be targeted primarily at those who are young and, potentially, vulnerable, because they might be subject to: lack of family, poverty and peer pressure. Consequently, OCGs would likely try to target young people who are not shrewd and discerning enough to be able to recognise the danger. Although the emphasis of county lines is based on the underground and secret transfer of drugs within the UK, it must be remembered that our local communities are part of a global society. Within that global society, and either linked to drugs or not linked to drugs, our global world is also suffering from human trafficking and modern slavery, which, at times, could be connected to drug dealing. Local agencies are responsible for identifying such potential trafficking which is akin to modern slavery and which, may, or may not, also be linked to drugs. The use of drugs has been a problem in society for many years as well as the fear of children being abducted. Likewise, it could be argued that, in this present day, these two problems are becoming interlinked; “The use of children to facilitate county lines drug operations is classified as a form of human trafficking for the purposes of criminal exploitation and is outlawed under the UK’s Modern Slavery Act (MSA 2015). In order to identify and safeguard victims of modern slavery offences, the UK has instituted the National Referral Mechanism (NRM). The NRM is a process used by designated agencies known as first responders, to identify and safeguard suspected victims of modern slavery” (Espeute and Lanskey, 2023 p.1031).  
OCGs and gangs infiltrate smaller towns and transport young children miles away from their home usually by train and force them to live in house from which they can sell drugs; this is known as a “trap house”: This ability to contrive circumstances and to coerce an individual or a group is clearly evident, “A more recent example of the way the term ‘gang’ has been evoked in policy is how the notion has been attached to multiple crimes such as modern-day slavery, child sexual exploitation and crimes related to drugs and the county lines, and to knife crime” (Byrne et al. 2020, p.67). OCGs use young and vulnerable people to sell their drugs, however there is now way out of the OCG chain which becomes like a trap. The OCG can threaten extreme violence if and when one of their so-called employees decides to leave, run away or, more importantly, seek police assistance; “The ‘modern slavery’ argument advances this idea (focusing on things like debt-bondage and psychological holds over workers)” (Scott, 2017, p.31). The children and vulnerable people working for the OCG, become obliged by being given material benefits such as drugs, clothes, and other materialistic items, but the OCG at the same time is making “profit” which is more lucrative than the amount the drug runner is being paid, and the “material benefit” that the OCG is making is more financially valuable than anything they are buying and giving their employees; “Trafficking/ modern slavery is the exploitation of the vulnerability of others that uses coercion to extract profit and other material benefits” (Walby and Shire, 2024, p.22). 
To close, the United Kingdom is a fairly small country in comparison to other continents and countries. The problem of county lines is with reference to the UK, but drug dealing, and drug gangs is not limited to the UK. Looking at the UK both geographically and in terms of its facilities such as transport which are overall useful, positive and easily accessible. However, these two factors: the size of the UK and the public transport we have available, but also the fact that the UK has a mixture, geographically, of urban and rural areas, and the fact that we are surrounded by water (Atlantic Ocean) makes the problems of county lines unique and specific to the UK, as well as how we as a nation tackle the problem, but the problem of drug dealing and drug gangs is certainly not limited to the UK: “the particular form of child trafficking by organised crime groups to achieve the distribution of drugs from urban to rural counties (‘County Lines’) appears quite specific to the UK, possibly related to the country’s smaller size and accessible transport links” (Firmin et al. 2022, p.8). 















Chapter 3 – Methodology and Research. 
3.1 - Introduction 
This chapter seeks to uncover the most appropriate research needed to analyse child and vulnerable people being exploited into county lines. The aim of the previous chapter was to focus solely on the key and wide academic studies of problems and threats associated with drug dealing and the OCGs. In contrast the aim of this chapter is to view the different methods the researcher could choose from along with the advantages and disadvantages. Furthermore, decided whether one of the methods, more than one, or a mixed method approach would be the most effective, more over once the researcher has decided on the most suitable method the question would be of who within a specific work environment in terms of the hierarchical structure as in how many of the people who participated in the research would be of a high ranking or normal ranking. The priority of the research conducted was to ask a variety of police officers their knowledge of county lines and an expert in this chosen field. The total questionnaires issued was seven in total, due to qualitative research being considered. 
3.2 - Ethical Considerations 
Whilst the research was conducted ethical considerations were paramount after the initial ethics form was completed. Originally, the research was going to be conducted through academic sources, government reports and online statistics surrounding the subject. However, whilst the research was being conducted of academia, the researcher decided on a choice of: Interviews, surveys or questionnaires. Prior to the expanse of academic literature research, a global questionnaire was created for all but one person working within the chosen field, along with one questionnaire which was adapted for one individual who had extensive specific experience in the field related to the dissertation topic with the view to specific ethical considerations for the methodology chapter, all names of interviewees (via written questionaries), have been omitted for ethical and anonymity purposes. 
3.3 - Research Methods 
Prior to conducting the research, the researcher had to decide on what the possible, and most practical, methods would be. The possible methods available were: basing it on the researcher’s work experience; however, the researcher is limited due to not specialising in that chosen field; nevertheless, the fact that the researcher is working as a police officer means that they have gained the appropriate knowledge regarding county lines. Nevertheless, it is not, necessarily, a day-to-day occurrence in a police officer’s daily profession, depending on the specific team one is working in and, also, on impromptu nature of crime. The researcher could have adapted a mix method approach which would involve own experience, interviewing officers and potentially, members of the public, giving out questionnaires to colleagues and potentially, members of the public. The researcher decided that interviewing and giving questionnaires out to the members of the public would not be practical due to confidentiality, ethical reasons and lack of knowledge within the chosen field. The researcher considered using their own experience in terms of their daily work, however this was not suitable privacy, and ethical reasons and the fact the researcher does not specialise in this chosen field. The researcher decided not to interview anyone, due to practicality reasons with the unpredictability of a working shift within the workplace, this was just not feasible. The advantages of interviewing someone is that the researcher can gain abundant knowledge within a short amount of time; however, the numerous disadvantages would be that the interviewee would have to think on their feet and not be able to provide a well thought out detailed answer to all questions asked. The interviewee may also feel as if they have to give a prescribed answer as the interviewer is sat in front of them and they may feel as if they have been put ‘on the spot’ and they may feel obliged to hold back from their true opinion. “One of the main problems in qualitative interviewing is the influence of the interviewer on the interviewee. Depending on interests, personality, experience, and knowledge of the interviewers they will interpret the answers of the respondent” (Dickinger, 2007, p.13). This chosen topic requires a more pensive answer. The researcher thought it the most suitable effective method would be to send questionnaires to police officers so they could take their time and provided detailed answers. This was done with notice, so the researcher was able to review and analyse all academic literature on the chosen field. 
3.4 - Qualitative Research 
Qualitative research was conducted, by, first, asking specific individuals if they would be willing and able to complete questionnaires to aid with the research. The researcher may have opted to issue a questionnaire to all officers, but selecting specific officers was more productive due to unnecessary repetition and due to workload and rotas. For various reasons the researcher decided it would be impractical to issue the questionnaire to all officers for a number of reasons: rotas, time, repletion of answers, avoiding bombarding to many officers who are already under pressure, the impracticality of issuing and receiving to many questionnaires and, finally, the potential lack of completion “And while questionnaires can sometimes produce very high numbers of returns, they are also notorious for low rates of completion.” (Lambert, 2019, p.2). The main questionnaires were issued to officers; one standard questionnaire was created for general police officers – Appendix A. The same questionnaire was given to another general police officer however, this participant has extensive knowledge and experience in this field – Appendix B. The same questionnaire, once again, was given to one high-ranking officer also with specific experience in the field - Appendix C. Meanwhile, a different questionnaire was specifically created for another general police officer, but an officer who has extensive experience in this field and can be regarded as an expert – Appendix D.
Regarding the specifically selected participants, the researcher may have chosen to issue the standard questionnaire to all officers, but a select few were chosen for practicality purposes, as well as for aiming to cover a wide threshold. The researcher wanted to gain knowledge and experience from day-to-day police officers, a high-ranking police officer with specific knowledge in the chosen field and, most importantly, an expert in the chosen field (regardless of ranking). This was carried out in order to gain perspectives from different types of police officers, both in ranking and experience. Regardless of how many or how few questionnaires the researcher decided to issue, any information, opinion, experience and knowledge would provide the necessary qualitative research: “Qualitative research is now ubiquitous and fairly well respected throughout the human sciences.” (Leavy, 2020, p.243). All participants who completed the questionnaires are all currently serving police officers so there are no ethical concerns; however, due to confidentiality and anonymity, names have not been disclosed.
In terms of the different officers who were deemed most appropriate to be asked for their opinions, the police officers, were deemed as being varied in certain ways: in terms of lengths of service, they were staggered, so some officers had longer experience in the police than others; during their career, they have worked in different localities and counties; in terms of personality, this was deemed irrelevant to the questions in hand; the most important aspect is that all of the police officers have served for over a decade and this was intrinsic to providing the researcher with essential, interesting and useful opinions. Even though the questions seem to be standard questions every participant have had their own induvial experiences and opinions on the specific field. “Qualitative researchers are interested in accessing experiences, interactions and documents in their natural context and in a way that gives room to the particularities of them and the materials in which they are studied.” (Flick, 2018, p.12). With regard to the higher-ranking officer who completed the same questionnaire as the police officers who all hold the same rank, that officer had specific knowledge of county lines without being an expert but with more specific knowledge than the general officers. This specific knowledge was evident in the following ways: They worked in intelligence for nine years, tackling county lines within the South Wales area, and ran an operation for one year targeting and tackling the creation of county lines. Lastly, the expert in the field, who was provided with a slightly different questionnaire, was not so much higher-ranking, but was an expert in the field because they worked within the field for fifteen years as a cover officer for the under-cover unit within South Wales Police, they had first-hand experience, targeting and tackling the devasting issue which is county lines. 
To analyse the information that the researcher was attempting to obtain, this information was divided into the following areas: county lines, potential strategies, warning signs, personal opinion as regards an individual’s background, any other individuals at risk. These areas were then explained in more detail for the person completing the questionnaire. Initially, the researcher was asking the participants regarding their own knowledge and their own definition of what county lines is. The researcher wanted to know what strategies the participants have encountered that gangs implement to recruit young people. The researcher wanted to know if the participants would be able to notice any specific signs of children being involved in county lines, as well as asking if they have ever dealt or been involved with children embroiled in county lines. The researcher wanted the participants’ personal opinions as regards whether they think children who are from a deprived background and a disadvantaged area are more vulnerable and more likely to be recruited into county lines. The researcher wanted to know if the participants think that there are any other vulnerable members of society who are also at risk of being exploited in county lines. These questions apply to the standard, first questionnaire Appendix A; Appendix A was the standard questionnaire issued to four police officers who hold the same rank as each other and who, it is assumed, have an equal amount of knowledge and understanding of the subject. However, their own opinion may vary and the locality of where they may have worked may also vary and have a potential impact. 
The researcher issued the questionnaire in Appendix A to a same ranking officer as the participants in Appendix A, however this participant has had extensive knowledge and experience within this specific field. This individual who completed the questionnaire is presented as Appendix B. 
The researcher then issued the questionnaire in Appendix A but to a higher-ranking officer than any of the other participants, and this is presented in Appendix C. This participant has extensive knowledge in this specific field and is of a higher ranking. 
The researcher then created and issued a specific questionnaire (of which only one copy was issued to one officer) to an expert in the field (Appendix D). The researcher, initially, wanted to know the participant’s experience in tackling county lines, and, in their own words, wanted to obtain an explanation of how this particular expert would connote the meaning of county lines. The researcher wanted to ask the participant’s opinion as to the primary concerns which are related to children, and young people, in particular, who become involved with drug dealing chains. The researcher questioned what types of exploitation occur in county lines and how children are abused. The researcher then asked the more specific question of what the signs of cuckooing are and what to look out for, in county lines. The researcher then went on to ask the even more pertinent question of who the perpetrators of county lines are. On a more societal and nationwide scale, the researcher asked for this specific participant’s opinion about how county lines can be tackled by the police and society, as a whole. The researcher then wanted to know how local schools can safeguard children and prevent them from becoming involved in county lines, and why they are commonly targeted in county lines. The researcher then wanted to know the participant’s opinion regarding whether children from a deprived and disadvantaged background are more vulnerable to being recruited into county lines than other wealthier youngsters from more advantaged backgrounds.







Chapter 4 – Results and Analysis 
This chapter seeks to present and analyse the research conducted of the: thoughts, opinions, knowledge and expertise of current serving police officers, of slightly varied ranking, and of varied background, knowledge and experience. As stated earlier in the methodology chapter appendices A, B and C are all the same questionnaires, however; whereas Appendix A are all police officers who are the same ranking, Appendix B is also a police officer as the same ranking as the others but with in-depth experience in the field of county lines. Appendix C is a high-ranking police officer with specific knowledge and experience within the chosen field, and finally Appendix D is a police officer as the same ranking as the others however considered to be an expert in the field. Therefore, the analysis will be presented question by question incorporating Appendix A, B and C, but Appendix D which is a different questionnaire will be analysed separately.  
In Appendix A, B and C the first question that was asked was “What is knowledge of county lines?”. Overall, across all the answers from appendices A, B and C the most important findings where county lines is the term used to describe established drug suppliers in terms of OCGs who are criminals in major cities dealing drugs in towns and rural areas, even across countries, for example, a dealer from London dealing in Barry. County lines is referring to specifically to the mobile number, which is used to order and supply to drugs, and therefore to expand the business. One participant indicated that, from their experience, county lines has been in existence since 2001. 
The second question asked in Appendices A, B and C was “What tactics have you ever encountered which are used by gangs to recruit children?”. Across all the answers from appendices A, B and C the findings were that that tactics include, OCGs befriending the young and vulnerable individuals by giving them gifts, money, sex, drugs and alcohol. The OCGs may tell the individuals, who might be worried in case the police arrest them for dealing drugs, that they will not be prosecuted if they tell the police they are victims and eligible for a National Referral Mechanism (NRM). The OCGs give the individuals a glimpse to a different and more exciting lifestyle, by gifting them phones, jewellery and chauffeur them to parties where there is female attraction. The OCGs will gift the individual’s cannabis and then owe a ‘debt’. The OCGs use off road illegal bikes where they can use fast and alternative routes in the local areas to supply the drugs. Most commonly the children involved in county lines become ‘mispers’ and when questioned by the police they tend to not tell the police where they had been and where to protect the OCG. “A young person may be forced to work to pay off a debt that they owe. However, sometimes a County Lines group may use deception to trick a young person into believing they have a debt to pay when in reality they don't.” (Crime Stoppers, no date stated).   
The third question asked in Appendices A, B and C was “Would you be able to notice signs regarding a child involved in County Lines? If so, please explain?” Across all answers the important findings were that the individuals involved behaviour would change by being withdrawing themselves from their family and education, and becoming regular mispers missing for several days at a time, the individuals would become isolated, the individuals would have a sudden change in their appearance by wearing designer clothing and having new phones, expensive bikes, vast amounts of cash and not being able to explain where it has come from. The individuals would be constantly checking their phone and receiving more texts and phone calls from an unknown person. The individuals would be residing with the known local heroin and crack cocaine users that have been identified that the controller of the line. The individuals will be talking online glorifying gang cultures and being in possession of a mobile phone that isn’t registered to them. The individuals will also struggle as they struggle to understand their new position as they are part of an OCG who give them plenty but demand a lot more in return. 
The fourth question asked in Appendices A, B and C was “Have you dealt with a child involved in County Lines? If so, please explain as far as possible?”. Across all answers the important findings were: One participant had never dealt with a child involved with county lines, however all other participants gave their personal experience which were one child was gifted an off road motorbike on the condition of delivery drugs around the local area and being held in debt to continue to sell the drugs, often individuals involved in county lines don’t realise they are involved, and they don’t think they are vulnerable and don’t admit that they feel pressured. One participant stated two females were put on a train from London and was collected in Bridgend by local drug users, the females were in debt to the controller of the OCG and they were given a phone to sell drugs from the local area, however both females were subject to NRM referrals and were not prosecuted. One participant said they ran operation red jet which was an operation in Cardiff tackling county lines where numerous children were involved in drug supply, however four children involved were subject to NRM referrals. 
The fifth question asked in Appendices A, B and C was “Do you think that there are other vulnerable members of society who are also exploited in County Lines? If so, please explain?” the findings were any vulnerable person and drug user is at risk of being used, they have mental health issues and are easily persuaded. Vulnerable drug addicts are identified by the OCG, and their homes are ‘cuckooed’, where the OCG sells drugs from, and the individual is financially exploited, and the drug supplier has a hold on them due to their addiction. Young unemployed females are promised a lucrative lifestyle and are paired up and provided with a hire car to deliver drugs around the UK; “UK research has exposed widespread sexual abuse of gang involved females, with reports of girls being seen as sexual objects or entertainment for gang members and subjected to severe sexual assault, coercion and degradation” (Public Health England, 2015). The OCG will identify vulnerable people with learning difficulties where they do not understand the gravity of their decisions and consequences. 
Finaly, the sixth question asked in Appendices A, B and C was “In your personal opinion, do you think children who are from a deprived and disadvantaged background are more vulnerable and more likely to be recruited into County Lines?” The findings were, that children who are victims of financial and emotional hardship, will seek acceptance and emotional attachment elsewhere. People are an expensive commodity and county lines will not survive without them; hence recruitment is part of the business plan within county lines, the children in poverty are isolated from family and education which means they are an easy target. However, one participant indicated that, historically, they used to believe that children that are from a deprived and disadvantages background are more vulnerable to be recruited into county lines but has now developed a different viewpoint. They said that having spoke to persons convicted of drug supply and suspected of being involved in county lines, OCGs will not look to target vulnerable individuals due to the attention that it will gain if discovered, and that there are more youths who want to live the ‘road man’ life, they think its fashionable and they aspire to be invoked in the drug world, they like the fashion worn, the jewellery, the language spoken and the respect and power it offers. They do not often realise the downside of the lifestyle until it is too late. Another potential argument was presented by one of the participants who indicated that, arguably, the OCGs seek out individuals of clean character who are not already known the police but are also street wise; “For example, victims of modern slavery may be forced to commit crimes, such as becoming ‘runners’ in county lines drug supply or working in cannabis farms” (National Crime Agency, 2020). 
The seventh questionnaire that was Appendix D was completed by an expert in the field, the questionnaire was altered, with some questions overlapping but not all; the aim of this questionnaire was to get detailed specific answers relating to this chosen field. However, only pertinent questions will be analysed as some questions and statements are overlapping, (please refer to Appendix D for the whole completed questionnaire). 
The findings of the primary questions and answers were: “What experience do you have tackling county lines?”. As a result of this participant having been an officer but with expert experience in this field this was the most important question to begin with, as not all the other officers had had actual experience working within the field. In answer to this question the expert was able to give more specific information. The expert was a cover officer for undercover officers for fifteen years with experience stemming from being involved in organising staffing, intelligence gathering, tasking of undercover officers, management of the safety and welfare of officers during covert deployments an overseeing of any documentary and digital evidence gathered from any deployments. They have conducted a large number of deployments on both a street supply level and a wholesale supply level. 
“In your own words, what is county lines”. The expert described county lines as, the OCGs expand their business from their home locality to other areas, they obtain a premises by cuckooing and obtain people to deal drugs on their behalf and usually exploiting people who are vulnerable and substance misusers. 
“What are the main concerns surrounding County Lines and the involvement of children?”. The expert stated the mental, physical and sexual abuse of vulnerable persons who are coerced into it, the mental, physical and sexual abuse of vulnerable persons into being forced or coerced into working for the OCGs, and the grooming of young persons who seek to join the OCG and are made to leave home. 
“What are the signs of cuckooing?” The expert provided the answer of multiple persons moving into an accommodation of a vulnerable person, Persons calling at the address at all times of the day / night, The occupant of the address losing control of their home.
“How can local schools help to safeguard children involved in County Lines?” The expert provided the answer of the teachers watching out for altered behaviour and listening to anything being talked about in the school regarding county lines and providing support to the pupils. Please refer to the full questionnaire in Appendix D for any further information. 
Chapter 5 – Conclusion and Recommendations  
5.1 - Introduction 
After conducting extensive research on academic literature, online reports, government publications, journals and, very importantly, the questionnaires created for the participants, the researcher can conclude that it is evident that, in our current society, county lines is, in fact, a major issue to local communities and everyone in society. It is evident that OCGs are well equipped with tactics and knowledge on how to infiltrate local towns and exploit young and vulnerable people. It is, also, evident that the government and partner agencies are well equipped with programmes and tactics on how to tackle county lines and the devastating issues that are associated with county lines. However, the most important issue is that the spreading of the drug supply and ‘lines’ is making it very challenging for law enforcement to get the upper hand. Otherwise, innocent members of society are being exploited and abused where the programme of drugs is overlapping to other crimes such as modern slavery and human trafficking. As mentioned prior, it is evident that there is great support from partner agencies and the government, such as The National Police Council (NPCC) have partnered with the National County Lines Coordination Centre (NCLCC) and created the Disrupting County Lines Policing Strategy 2024 to 2027, where it aims to prevent; engagement, violence and exploitation, safeguard children and vulnerable adults, prepare communities to build resilience, for the police to pursue offenders which include OCGs and urban street gangs and individuals running county lines (NPCC, 2014). As well as Project ‘ADDER’ that was introduced in January 2021, and launched in England and Wales; “The funding ensures that the police can dedicate resources to tackling local gang leaders whilst other services better support those addicted in the area” (House of Commons Library, 2022). 
5.2 - Limitations 
Nevertheless, due to the pure scale of the UK, it is evident that there is a war on drugs and seems to be an uphill battle. Drug use is one thing, however modern slavery and human trafficking is another, which is heavily embroiled in county lines, thus all the problems which are now arising and worsening in the world and are playing off one another and are being amplified. It could be said to be almost impossible to win the war on drugs and to eradicate drug supply and drug use due to the pure volume of greed, power and money, especially with our current society. When one county line gets closed, another one opens. There are numerous crimes attached to county lines, especially gang-affiliated violence such as knife crime, gun crime, stabbings and even murders, however the sentencing for drug supply and, especially, knife crime is simply not harsh enough. “In the year ending March 2023, there were around 50,500 offences involving a sharp instrument in England and Wales (excluding Devon & Cornwall)” (House of Commons Library, 2023). 
5.3 – Recommendations 
In general, the researcher would recommend that as a society we must fight the war on drugs head-on and should not accept that it could be deemed as impossible, we must create specific specialised teams within all law enforcement forces and partner agencies that share the same interest in dismantling county lines and protect the young and vulnerable people who have been forced and entrapped within the OCG network. More charities need to be created and more funding needs to be fundraised to provide immediate support to county lines victims. As a society more educational and work opportunities need to be created for children and vulnerable people especially in disadvantage areas that are victims of poverty. However, there are effective charities already created for example St Giles Trust, which has been helping children for over a decade “Last year (March 2020-April 2021), we helped 607 children and young people out of county lines across the UK” (St Giles Trust, 2014). To close, the researcher would highly recommend that the National Health Service (NHS) is trained to a high standard of identifying the signs and risked associated with county lines, and the effect it has on their possible patients, who might have found themselves inadvertently embroiled in county lines. The NHS should also highlight the devastating impact on society’s health of drug and substance misuse and not treat it as a taboo subject. 
5.4 – Conclusion 
To conclude, the pivotal and primary aim of this dissertation was to understand the perspectives and complexities of as well as the reasons why youngsters, including children, and not only young adults, along with the vulnerable of society are often enticed into county lines as well as then finding themselves entrapped within this cycle. Drug dealing is the first layer, county lines is the second layer, and the third layer becomes the problem of the controller of the county line using other people to carry out the harsh reality of drug supply, promoting the leader’s so-called business and maintaining the protection and anonymity of the leader. The fourth potential layer is the worsening scenario that evolves due to the further link between ways that children, young adults and the vulnerable of society are exploited, which would not, necessarily, been linked to drug usage and supply. The other aspects are crimes, in themselves, but the existence of county lines has, unfortunately, managed to, not only combine drug dealing with gang culture and crime but has also achieved the unfortunate aim combining: drug dealing, gang culture, grooming, sexual abuse, human trafficking and modern slavery. 
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Appendices
Appendix A – First Officer

What is your knowledge of County Lines?
Term given to Criminals in major cities moving drugs into towns and rural areas using other persons who are usually the young or vulnerable.

What tactics have you ever encountered which are used by gangs to recruit children? 
I’ve not encountered any myself due to my role as a Hub officer, but I am aware that gangs will befriend persons who want to recruit and buy them gifts to gain their trust or make threats to intimidate them before asking or making them to run drugs. Often selling it as an easy way to make money, however this can be short lived as vulnerable children or adults can build up ‘debts’ and end up working for the gang to pay off these debts. 

Would you be able to notice signs regarding a child involved in County Lines? If so, please explain.
Possibly, I would look at behavioural changes in the child, their associates, finances, offences they had been arrested for and any other intelligence. They may demonstrate signs of unexplained wealth, such as new designer clothing, mobile phones etc. They may also have injuries which they may not want to explain and also become regular mispers. 

Have you dealt with a child involved in County Lines? If so, please explain as far as possible. 
No.

Do you think that there are other vulnerable members of society who are also exploited in County Lines? If so, please explain.
Yes, for sure. These criminal gangs will target other vulnerable persons, such as persons with addictions/mental health issues who can easily be persuaded to make easy money. They may recruit them by supplying their drugs for example. They may also seek to take over their home and use this as a base for their criminal behaviour. 

In your personal opinion, do you think children who are from a deprived and disadvantaged background are more vulnerable and more likely to be recruited into County Lines? 
Yes I believe the majority of young persons recruited would be from deprived and disadvantaged backgrounds because they may not have the support of family who could protect them from such criminality. Also, if finances have always been tight or non existent this could be an easy way for the young person to have their own money. 



























Appendix A – Second Officer
What is your knowledge of County Lines? 
County Lines is the trafficking of drugs from major cities into smaller communities and rural areas across the UK. My personal experience of dealing with County Lines has been from working within the police service in sectors across South Wales. I know that there are no local teams in place of civilians who engage with those who are at risk of exploitation of being exploited by gangs and criminals to get involved in county lines. 

What tactics have you ever encountered which are used by gangs to recruit children? 
Tactics used from my experiences are using those who use illegal off road bikes to transport drugs for a small fee around the area. They know the area and therefore they are able to transport drugs through a less risky route. The influence of the gangs in the area entice the children who want to gain reputation and fit in with the gang so are willing to do what is asked of them to not be left out or considered weak in the community. 

Would you be able to notice signs regarding a child involved in County Lines? If so, please explain?
A sudden change in appearance wearing designer clothes, riding around on a new expensive bike, wearing jewellery or expensive watches and posting on social media talking and glorifying gang culture. Alternatively it can have a negative effect where the child lives in fear, regresses away from being social and keeps themselves to themselves and only hangs around with adults rather than persons their own age. 

Have you dealt with a child involved in County Lines? If so, please explain as far as possible? 
A child who was brought into county lines through exploitation and promise of reputation. They were gifted an off road motorbike on condition of delivering drugs around the area. Held in debt by the drug dealer to continue to be a delivery boy and informant. Risk of violence if not and loss of reputation. 

Do you think that there are other vulnerable members of society who are also exploited in County Lines? If so, please explain.
Those suffer with learning difficulties in terms of a lack of understanding or being able to understand gravity of the decisions they make and consequences. 

In your personal opinion, do you think children who are from a deprived and disadvantaged background are more vulnerable and more likely to be recruited into County Lines? 
Yes as they are less likely to have parents that are as observant of the risks of hanging around with such dangerous individuals or less likely to care when residing in the same area or perhaps growing up in such areas themselves and believing it unlikely that it will happen to their own children. 
Possible children in care homes who have no one else and see a county lines gang as some way to belong or a family. 


























Appendix A – Third Officer
What is your knowledge of County Lines? 
General awareness through policing - no specific knowledge or experience, no personal experience of OCG’s

What tactics have you ever encountered which are used by gangs to recruit children? 
My experience as a response officer led to regular contact with young ‘mispers’, who would often be located in the company of older males that could offer places to stay, food and gifts such as mobile phones, clothing and jewellery.  The missing child would often be enticed by the offer of parties they would be chauffeured to and from.  This would lead to an introduction to drugs, alcohol and often being taken advantage of sexually.  The missing child would generally refuse to pass details of the places they had been, what they had done and who they had been with – clearly protecting the people they saw as the ‘gift-givers’ and those that were allowing them a glimpse into a different and what they saw as a more exciting life style; without realising the dangers it posed and the ultimate destruction of their safety, well-being and future life.

Would you be able to notice signs regarding a child involved in County Lines? If so, please explain.
Although only having been exposed to the effect of County Lines via my contact with missing children, I would be confident that I would recognise certain signs as County Lines involvement – missing for several days at a time,  new items appearing in their belongings, telephone calls or text messages from unknown callers on phones given to them by unknown persons, extra cash to spend but also a change in behaviour as they struggle to understand their new position within an older group of persons who give them plenty but demand a lot in return.

Have you dealt with a child involved in County Lines? If so, please explain as far as possible. 
There have been many children I have dealt with over the years that have had connections with OCG’s and this has made them difficult to protect and extremely difficult to communicate with.  I have found that they are unhappy with their life amongst OCG’s, but very protective of it; usually because the alternative leaves them with absolutely nothing.

Do you think that there are other vulnerable members of society who are also exploited in County Lines? If so, please explain.
I have encountered, on many occasions, persons either with learning disabilities or that are disadvantaged in a way that isolates them from general society and leads to loneliness.  These persons are often identified by OCG’s and their premises are then used to allow gatherings of young teenagers and OCG members who befriend them and ‘groom’ them


In your personal opinion, do you think children who are from a deprived and disadvantaged background are more vulnerable and more likely to be recruited into County Lines? 
I believe that children from an emotionally unstable background are more vulnerable.  Generally this would mean a deprived and disadvantaged background but it cannot be overlooked that children from homes that appear to functioning in normal society often have underlying issues which would drive children away from the home to seek emotional and physical support elsewhere; leaving them vulnerable and open to grooming by OCG’s























Appendix A – Fourth Officer
What is your knowledge of County Lines? 
County lines is where established drug suppliers (OCGS) from large areas or cities expand their business into smaller towns and rural areas.
The word ‘line’ refers to a mobile number used to arrange the supply.
The use of low level local dealers and vulnerable people are located and used by the OCG to supply drugs on for them.

What tactics have you ever encountered which are used by gangs to recruit children? 
Sending someone to the area to identify and recruit youths.
Gifting money or drugs to youths, feeling like they are ‘friends’ and then the OCG will tell them they now owe them and need to pay off their ‘debt’
Promise of a ‘good life’, being able to earn good money etc.

Would you be able to notice signs regarding a child involved in County Lines? If so, please explain.
Being out more frequently – long hours, early in the morning, late at night, travelling to other areas.
Having unexplained wealth. Having cash where they can’t explain where it has come from. Having new clothes, shoes, phone etc
On edge. Stressed. Lashing out.
Constantly checking their phone. Having increased amount of messages and calls.

Have you dealt with a child involved in County Lines? If so, please explain as far as possible. 
I have spoken to many people who are suppling drugs for OCGS (believed to be County lines) but they don’t realise they are involved in it. They don’t think they are vulnerable and haven’t admitted that they feel pressured.

Do you think that there are other vulnerable members of society who are also exploited in County Lines? If so, please explain.
Any vulnerable person or drug user is at risk of being used, there are also many youths who like the lifestyle that is offered, music videos, tv shows and films about OCG and drug suppliers have shown the luxury lifestyle that can be achieved.

In your personal opinion, do you think children who are from a deprived and disadvantaged background are more vulnerable and more likely to be recruited into County Lines? 
This is what I historically believed. However, having spoken to persons convicted of drug supply and suspected of being involved in county lines (Intel gathering in relation to county lines) the intel gathered is that OCGS will not look to target vulnerable individuals due to the attention that it will gain if it is discovered. That there are more youths who want to live the ‘road man’ life. They think it is fashionable and they aspire to be involved in the drug world. They like the fashion worn, jewellery and language spoken and the respect and power it offers. They don’t often realise the downside of the lifestyle until it is too late.
























Appendix B – Fifth Officer with Specialist Knowledge and Experience
What is your knowledge of County Lines? 

Since 1998 I have worked within LE targeting drug related crime. The County Lines principal has been in in place as far back as 2001 in my experience, when targeting young London boys who were housed in the Barry area to supply Heroin and Crack Cocaine. 

What tactics have you ever encountered which are used by gangs to recruit children? 
In my experience young children are recruited from:

· Debts owed from Cannabis use.
· Experience from family members / associates being involved. 
· The promise of easy money.
· Being told they will not be prosecuted if they tell the police they are victims and eligible for an NRM referral. 

Would you be able to notice signs regarding a child involved in County Lines? If so, please explain.
Yes:
· Not from the area.
· Clean character and not known to the police.
· How did arrive in an area – Train / bus / hire car.
· Residing with known Heroin / Crack Cocaine users (who have been identified by the controller of the line).
· In possession of a phone which is not registered to them.
· Not a user of Heroin / Crack Cocaine.
· Explain they are a victim and eligible for an NRM referral.

Have you dealt with a child involved in County Lines? If so, please explain as far as possible. 

Most recent, 2 young females who were in debt to a London dealer for Cannabis who were given a phone, put on a train in London and collected from Bridgend train station by heroin / Crack Cocaine users and housed. The drugs were driven down to them (every 48 – 72hrs by another gang member in a hire car) and directed from the holder of the Line (In London), of who the customers were. Both females were subject of NRM referrals and did not face prosecution. 

Do you think that there are other vulnerable members of society who are also exploited in County Lines? If so, please explain.
Young unemployed females who are promised a lucrative lifestyle from money made. Often young females are paired up and provided a hire car to travel around the UK and deliver drugs. This profile avoids routine police checks / stop and searches.

In your personal opinion, do you think children who are from a deprived and disadvantaged background are more vulnerable and more likely to be recruited into County Lines? 
Yes – however their credibility and reliability are often considered by the controller of the line i.e. they do vet individuals focusing on clean character / not known to the police and street wise (these checks / assurity coming from another gang member). 


























Appendix C – Sixth Officer (of a Higher-Ranking) with Specialist Knowledge and Experience
What is your knowledge of County Lines?  
Extensive, I have worked in Intelligence for 9 years in SWP and worked relentlessly in combatting County Lines in SWP 

What tactics have you ever encountered which are used by gangs to recruit children? 
Promises of a better life, money, female attraction, belonging to a gang that cares about them, street credit. 
I have also seen bullying to recruit, threats to families and siblings

Would you be able to notice signs regarding a child involved in County Lines? If so, please explain.
Yes, a withdrawal from the family/educations, normal routine. Escalating bad behaviour, escalating fear, escalating criminality. 

Have you dealt with a child involved in County Lines? If so, please explain as far as possible. 
Yes, Ran Operation Red Jet for 1 year, targeting the set up of county Lines in Cardiff, using UCOs. Numerous children involved at the street level, I was involved in the NRM process for 4 of them. 

Do you think that there are other vulnerable members of society who are also exploited in County Lines? If so, please explain.
Yes vulnerable drug addicts and users, their homes cuckooed, them being financially exploited, bullied and isolated from society and systems trying to help them. The drug supply and hence the supplier has a hold on them due to addiction

In your personal opinion, do you think children who are from a deprived and disadvantaged background are more vulnerable and more likely to be recruited into County Lines? 
Absolutely. Financial and emotional hardship will send children to seek acceptance and emotional attachment elsewhere. 
People are an expensive commodity and county lines will not survive or thrive without them, hence recruitment is a part of the business plan, and the children in poverty and isolated from family and education are an easy target. 


Appendix D – Seventh Officer (Expert)
 What experience do you have of tackling County Lines? 
For 15 years I was employed as a Cover Officer for the following Undercover Units;
· Specialist Tactics Unit – Collaboration of Avon & Somerset & South Wales Police forces
· South Wales Police Undercover Unit
· Tarian Regional Undercover Unit
As a result, I was tasked with the organising, staffing, intelligence gathering, RIPA authority management, tasking of Undercover Officers, the management of the safety & welfare of Undercover Officers during covert deployments and the oversight of any documentary & digital evidence gathered during any deployments.
I have conducted this role in a large number of operations involving the deployment of Undercover Officers in operations targeting drug supply on both a street and wholesale levels, including targeting County Lines Gangs in many areas throughout Southern Wales and Southwest England.  

In your own words, what is County Lines? 
County Lines is when an individual or group of individuals who expand their criminal network from their hometown into another city / area with the intention of supplying controlled drugs. In doing so, they will exploit substances misusers and vulnerable persons, allowing them to gain a foothold in the targeted area, including the use of premises (called Cuckooing) to both reside and / or supply their drugs and establishing a network of persons to work on their behalf

What are the main concerns surrounding County Lines and the involvement of children?
The (mental, physical & sexual) abuse of vulnerable persons who are coerced into giving up nor sharing the home address for the use by the County lines gangs
The (mental, physical & sexual) abuse of vulnerable persons into being forced or coerced into working for the County Lines gangs by selling controlled drugs or facilitating the sale of controlled drugs.
The grooming of young persons who seek to join the Conty Lines Gangs and are made to leave home (often reported as missing persons) to go and engage in criminality in areas far from home.

What types of exploitation occur in County Lines and in what way are children abused? 
Physical Abuse – Young persons are often physically abused by the organised, violent County Lines Gangs if they do not comply with their demands.
Mental Abuse – The vulnerability of the young persons, caused by mental health, age, substance misuse or any other vulnerability are exploited of by the County Lines Gangs 
Sexual abuse – Due to their vulnerability, threat of physical violence, the need for controlled drugs or as part of a gang initiation process, young persons are often made to provide sexual favours at the demands of the County Lines Gangs
Financial abuse – Vulnerable persons are exploited to an extent that they are either fearful or submissive of the County Lines Gangs and are often forced to hand over any cash, benefits other valuable items.

What are the signs of cuckooing? 
Common signs can be the following;
Multiple persons moving into an accommodation of a vulnerable person.
An address being occupied by far too many people than reasonably expected.
Persons calling at the address at all times of the day / night.
The occupant of the address losing control of their home.
Anti social behaviour at the address
Unusual items, such as drug paraphernalia at the address
The occupant of the address become even more vulnerable due to the presence of the County Lines persons manipulating them.

What are the indicators of County Lines (as in what signs could we look out for)? 
There is no hard and fact descriptions of those persons involved in County Lines as they can be from any ethnicity or background and of any age and not all are vulnerable. However, common indicators could be as follows;
New persons with different accents or street names arriving in the area.
New drug lines (telephone numbers and tag names) being passed around the area.
New slang names for drugs being used.
Young persons from different areas (often reported missing) being in the area.
Different quality drugs (stronger / weaker) being available.
New persons moving into an address of a vulnerable person.

Who are the perpetrators of County Lines? 
The perpetrators of County Lines cannot be stereotyped, but often they fall within these groups;
Members of street gangs.
Young persons who wish to become affiliated with street gangs.
Persons who are in debt to drug suppliers / street gangs.
Persons who are driven by financial gain or the associated lifestyle
Career criminals

In your opinion, how can County Lines be tackled by the police and society as a whole?
By pro-actively engaging with the community and community support groups, building trust and confidence in law enforcement, allowing persons to feel confident that by passing information / intelligence, it will be acted upon, but simultaneously, protecting the persons that passed the information / intelligence.
Law enforcement to work with their partners in Health, education and Local Government to provide the correct support to those who are exploited. 
Law enforcement conducting “street level & up” style operations, by proactively targeting the substance misuse community by deploying undercover officers that can provide real time intelligence and evidence about the drugs markets / trends in the area. This will allow pro-active targeted policing action against those involved in the source of the criminality, but also allowing safeguarding measures to those being exploited.
Once the County Lines gangs have been identified, law enforcement should use both traditional and sensitive policing tactics on local and national levels to identify the controllers of the County Lines Gangs to ensure they are arrested and prosecuted, thus disruptive the gang in its entirety. Failing to do this will fail “to cut the head off the snake” and it would not be long before locally arrested gang members are replaced by the next generation of gang members. 
An example of this was Operation Bastian in Swansea (2012). Having identified a County Lines Gang working in the city, the investigation was intelligence led to Liverpool, where it was discovered that it was being run by a family Organised Crime Gang and the resultant investigation led to 9 members of the family being prosecuted and the total dismantling of the County Lines Gang.

How can local schools help to safeguard children involved in County Lines? 
By taking an interest in the pupils, watching and listening to what is going on. When changes in pupils behaviours are noticed or stories are heard about pupils behaviours, they are not ignored and the pupils are offered support. At the same time, matters are reported to the relevant persons and the appropriate support and / or action is provided.
 
Why are children commonly targeted in County Lines? 
Due to their vulnerability and / or attraction to the lifestyle as mentioned above

In your opinion, are children from a deprived and disadvantaged background more vulnerable than youngsters from a wealthier background and advantaged areas to be recruited into county lines? 
Children from a deprived and disadvantaged background are more vulnerable to be exploited due to the life that they live. But children from all walks of life can be exploited. 
It does not take a lot to catch a young (or in fact any) person going thru a hard time or feeling isolated to be identified by County Lines Group who can offer what appears to be a lavish lifestyle, to capture the interest of that child. Once engaged in the lifestyle, it quicky goes downhill and the exploitation begins. 
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