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Chapter 1
1.1 Introduction

Police officer safety is a critical issue that has gathered increased attention in recent years, as assaults on police officers have become more prevalent. Police officers face numerous risks in the line of duty, including the potential for physical assault while dealing with members of the public. The safety and well-being of police officers are of paramount importance, as they play a vital role in maintaining public order and protecting the community. The purpose of this dissertation is to assess whether the training and equipment provided to police officers effectively minimize the risk of assaults on officers. Specifically, this study will evaluate whether the use of tasers by police officers decreases the likelihood of assaults and whether officers feel safe when conducting their duties in potentially dangerous situations. 
	
The research will involve a thorough examination of existing literature on police officer safety, including studies on the effectiveness of police training and equipment in reducing the risk of assaults. Additionally, surveys will be conducted with police officers to gather their perspectives on the use of tasers, equipment and other safety measures in their day-to-day work. By exploring these issues, this dissertation aims to contribute to the existing body of knowledge on police officer safety and provide valuable insights into how best to protect police officers while they carry out their duties. Ultimately, the findings of this study may inform policy and practice in ensuring the safety of police officers.




1.2 Research Question

Police officer safety: Assess whether police officers training and equipment minimizes the risk of assaults on officers. Evaluate whether carrying a taser make is less likely to be assaulted and whether officers feel safe when conducting their duties when dealing with members of the public. The purpose of this dissertation is to assess the perceived safety of police officers in their interactions with members of the public, specifically focusing on the adequacy of training and personal equipment issued to police. Furthermore, it will also evaluate assault incidents involving police, seeking understanding of the effectiveness of current training programmes provided to police officers and whether this training and equipment provided aids in minimising the risk of being assaulted. This will aid in highlighting key areas surrounding the police force and identify where and when police officers are more at risk. This study will also help to understand if police officers believe they are trained correctly to protect themselves. This topic is worthy of research to continue to develop ideas and ways to keep police officers safe. This study seeks to give valuable insight into the factors influencing police officers, there sense of safety and propose recommendations for enhancing their preparedness and well-being in future. 

1.3 Aims and Objectives
This study will assess the previous, current, and future developments of safety for police officers while conducting their duties, highlighting key evidence that shows in the past where the training of police officers has come into question. The study will also evaluate assaults that have occurred on police and understand the impact training has on police officers to understand whether they feel that the training and equipment provided to police officers is adequate for the job role they complete every day.





Chapter 2
2.1 Literature Review
In the UK, police officers face a range of risks and dangers whilst conducting their duties. Assaults on police have and will always be a longstanding concern, with police being at risk of physical harm and injury during encounters with members of the public. The extent to what training and equipment is provided to police officers to minimize the risk of assaults is an important area to understand the implications for the safety and well-being of officers. This study aims to assess whether police officers training and equipment effectively reduces the risk of assaults and evaluate the impact of carrying a taser on the likelihood of being assaulted whilst on duty, as well as officers’ perceptions of safety when dealing with the public. 
	Training is an essential component to prepare officers to deal with a range of situations whilst conducting their duties. Police officers undergo vital training programs that cover them for a range of skills, including conflict resolution, de-escalation techniques and use of force training. However, the effectiveness of this training in minimizing the risk of assaults has been questioned. A study released from the College of Policing (2020) highlighted that there were 328 recorded assaults per 1000 police officers in 2018/2019 and 26% of officers stated there was not enough time spent during training on how to defuse a confrontation. This study shows a lack of confidence in the training provided to police officers. Research that has also been conducted by Ewin (2021) suggests that while police officers receive training on how to respond to incidents, there is still gaps in the preparation for dealing with conflict behaviour. The study found that many officers feel ill-equipped to handle physical confrontations. Despite the findings from 2018/2019 there continues to be increased figures of assaults on police officers throughout the years. Police Federation (2022) continue to highlight the level of assaults on police officers, reporting that in the year ending March 2021 there were almost 37,000 assaults on police officers in England and Wales, which is a 22% rise from the previous year. When working the ratio out for this it amounts to over 100 assaults per day over a year period in 2021. This finding does not highlight whether training or lack of equipment has played a part but there clearly is an escalation of assaults on police. The result of this study shows that there has been a continued assaults rising and was also highlighted by the College of Policing (2023) where they have highlighted the introduction of a new police officer safety training known as public and police safety training (PPST). The findings clarified that in the year ending March 2022 there were over 41,000 assaults on police which was an 11% increase on the previous findings. The new introduction of the PPST does not state this is because of lack of training but does show that there must be a concern for the training provided to police and the level of assaults increasing each year. The training programme has been piloted by Avon and Somerset police and found that 89% of officers stated the course was relevant to their demands and 83% said they were given personalised feedback. Due to how new this course is there does not seem to be enough research out in the public to see if this has had an impact on whether this training has aided police officers in dealing with members of the public.
	In addition to training, police officers carry a range of equipment which play a vital role for their safety. These range from body-worn cameras, stab-proof vests, pava spray, baton, and personal panic alarms, all designed to equip them adequately when dealing with potentially dangerous individuals. A vital piece of equipment that is available to police but not mandatory is that of a taser. The deployment of tasers in the UK has been subject to debate over the years, with concerns raised about the potential risks and consequences if they are used. A high-profile death in relation to a taser being used is that of Marc Cole. As highlighted by Dymond (2021) In the case of Marc Cole, an inquest found that the use of taser had more than a trivial impact on Mr Coles cardiac arrest, calling for police officers in the UK not to carry a taser. This highlights the potential level of force that is used when discharging a taser. There clearly needs to be a middle ground found by police forces in the UK to balance the confidence of the public and the safety of the police officers. Despite this clear concern from the public, Patel (2019) states that from a recent survey conducted it found that 94% of officers think tasers should be issued to more frontline officers. This was on the back of the dramatically increase of assaults on police officers with the home secretary at the time Priti Patel stating “I’ve been completely appalled by recent spate of serious assaults on police officer, which is why I’m giving chief constables resources to dramatically increase the number of their officers who carry tasers” (Priti Patel, 2019). This shows that Patel is concerned due to the level of assaults on police and thinks that police officers carrying tasers will minimise the risk of being assaulted. In a survey conducted by Police Federation (2019) showed that 89% of officers would like to carry taser with 81% of the 7,000 officers stating that carrying a taser would make them feel safer when conducting their duties. Despite this finding there has also been a finding highlighted by University of Cambridge (2023) that show that officers armed with a taser used force 48% more often and were more likely to be assaulted. This is also corroborated by Siddique (2018) who highlights that officer who carry tasers are 50% more likely to use force and be assaulted. From these findings police officers who want and in fact do carry taser have an enhanced sense of safety, but statistics show they are more likely to be assaulted despite having this extra equipment. 
Overall, the review in this study suggests that police officers training has fallen beneath what is required and it is unclear whether changes that were made were in fact from the increasing assaults on police. It is unclear as to whether police officers are now feeling safe with this new training, partly due to the lack of material to research due to the changes being so new. Further research is needed to continue to explore the relationship between training provided to police officers, the equipment they carry and whether in fact police officers still feel safe or in fact safer when carrying a taser. This further research is needed to ensure police officers are adequately prepared and protected while conducting their duties. 



Chapter 3

3.1 Methodology
Police officer safety is a critical component of policing in the United Kingdom. With the growing concern about whether the current training and equipment provided to officers minimizes the risk of such incidents. This research aims to assess the impact of police officers training and equipment on reducing the likelihood of assaults on officers, focusing on the use of tasers and officers perceived safety when interacting with the public.
	This research will employ a quantitative method to gather comprehensive data on the topic. The quantitative approach will involve the analysis of secondary data, such as crime statistics, police reports on assaults on officers and any reports previously conducted that highlights officer safety. The use of questionnaires will aid in gathering further information in relation to this topic that has shown gaps and contradictions in the area. The data will provide an overview of the frequency and nature of assaults on police officers and help identify any trends and patterns.
	The sample for this research will consist of police officers from various ranks and departments across Gwent Police. Efforts will be made to ensure as many police officers as possible with varying levels of experience complete. There is not a set number of persons to complete this, but the more persons completing will give a broader understanding on the topic.
	The quantitative data for this research will be gathered from police statistics, records and previous research that has been completed in the topic. This data will be analysed to identify trends in assaults, to determine the impact of tasers and if police officers feel safe with the training and equipment they are given when conducting their duties. Providing questionaries to serving members of Gwent Police to complete will identify any themes, gaps and give a clearer understanding into this topic. 
	The research will prioritize the ethical treatment of the persons who undertake the questionnaire. Ensuring their confidentiality and privacy throughout the data collection and analysis process is paramount. Informed consent will be obtained from all participants, and their anonymity will be protected in any publications or presentations of any findings that are developed. 
	By using this approach of quantitative data gathering the research aims to provide assessment of the information of previous research that has been completed, highlighting areas where this information can be contradicted and gaps in research. Completing additional research will aid in filling the gaps and provide additional up to date data in relation to the topic. The findings of the research will contribute to the ongoing efforts to improve the safety of police officers and hopefully aid in the effectiveness in carrying out their duties in future.

3.2 Analysis of results

The analysis of results for this dissertation will focus on the effectiveness of UK police officer training and equipment in minimizing the risk of assaults on officers. The research methodology employed in this study involved conducting surveys police officers to gather data on their experiences with assaults, their training and equipment, and their perceived levels of safety while on duty.
The survey consisted of 14 questions and was open to all police officers. With a total of 159 people taking part in the survey, slightly lower than the 200 anticipated. It is important to take into consideration that due to shift patterns that police officers work and the small window to complete the survey this could have limited the accessibility for police officer to complete the survey.
There were 12% of the persons participating withing 1 year of service, 17% in 1-2 years, 22% in 2-3 years, 15% in 3-4 years and 34% in 4+ years. This is a good range of persons who have undertaken the survey.
In relation to assaults 135 persons 85% stated that they have been assaulted whilst on duty. With just 14% stated no and 1% preferring not to say. This is a high number of participants who have been assaulted and a good audience to ask the relevant questions in relation to the topic. Despite the high percentage 61% of people stated they felt the training provided helped them in the situation and 87% felt confident in using their personal protective equipment, only 39% felt confident in that the training provided keeps them safe. Where the survey continues and shows just 57% who stated that there is enough training provided on how to use personal protective equipment. This percentage Is only slightly over half of the participants stating yes, this percentage should be higher in such a critical avenue of safety, especially with 94% of persons stated more could be done to make them feel safer. 
When prompted with questions in relation to carrying taser 35% of people stated they carry a taser, with all persons carrying taser stating they feel safer when carrying a taser. 75% of the 159 respondents stated they feel carrying a taser minimises the risk of being assaulted. When prompted with whether they think all police officers should carry a taser 78% of participants stated they think all police should.
Participants were also given a question where they could voice their thoughts on what they feel could be done to make police feel safer.  There were 115 responses to this question where police officers could speak their own thoughts, 29% stated more officers should carry a taser, with 36% highlighting that better equipment is needed for police. Moreover, 38 persons highlighted that more and better training is needed which gave a percentage of 33%. The most common response however was that of 42 people, giving a 37% response where they have highlighted that double crewing of police officers should be mandatory which would make them feel safer. This survey highlights some key learning and could be a building block for future research on this topic and new topics that need support.



Chapter 4 


4.1 Conclusion
The purpose of this research study was to highlight if police officers feel safe whilst conducting their duties, highlighting if they feel the equipment and training that is provided to them minimising the risks of assaults. 
Whilst conducting the literature review for this topic, several examples were found whereby there have been a number of statistics that both support and oppose the topic area. Studies that have been conducted allude to the carrying of a taser for police officers. The question was raised whether police officers are less likely to be assaulted when carrying a taser, findings showed that police officers were more likely to be assaulted and use force when carrying a taser. However, from the survey that was conducted 75% of police officers stated they feel carrying a taser minimises the risk of being assaulted. 
In relation to assaults on police there is a lot of information that has been documented in the literature review highlighting that assaults on police have increased through the years, the survey that was conducted also highlighted a high number of participants who completed it stating that they have been assaulted whilst on duty. 
The research examined what has been done to minimise the risk of assaults on police officers and what has been done to make police officers feel more confident. There were a number of researches highlighted to evidence the need for further support and this prompted the introduction of a new training programme PPST (public and police safety training). Despite this being introduced and research showing the positive feedback from the introduction, the survey that was conducted highlighted the opposite and only 39% of people completing the survey that they felt confident in the training that is provided, with 94% stating more could be done to make them feel safer whilst conducting their duties. There seems to be little research which is emphasised in relation to the equipment that is provided to police officers and if this makes them feel safe, from the survey that was conducted however highlighted that 36% of persons completing stated that better equipment is needed to police officers, this however was included in the carrying of a taser. More research could be conducted across all police forces in the UK to establish how police officers feel with the equipment they wear.
Despite this dissertation topic being in relation to officer safety and equipment, when conducting the survey it was mentioned in numerous responses from police officers about the importance of double crewing whilst conducting their duties, they felt that this would help them in feeling safer and minimise the risk of assaults on them. More research needs to be completed to evidence if double crewing of police officers minimises the risk of assaults. 
In conclusion, more research needs to be undertaken to ensure police officers who conduct their duties feel safe, comfortable, and equipped in conducting their duties effectively. More needs to be done to minimise the risk of assaults on police officers as highlighted above, each year the percentage is increasing, not enough is done to help this statistic being reversed and lowered. 

4.2 Recommendations
Further research is vital to comprehensively understand what is needed to help police officers feel safer whilst conducting their duties and to understand if the training and equipment that is provided to them is adequate, safe and aids police officers in the way it is designed to do. Keeping up to date and acknowledge the research that is already in the public eye, senior managers should be looking to listen to the statistics and address the issues. Despite the research that is in the public eye, there are some gaps in the research and these need to be filled to understand the picture as a whole and this will aid in senior police officers being able to understand the situation and implement changes that the findings suggest are needed.
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5.2 Appendix

Sample of survey
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4. Do you feel confident that the training that is offered to you keeps you safe when dealing
with members of the public?

O Yes
O No
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5. Do you feel the personal protective equipment that is provided to you aids in minimising
assaults?

O Yes
O No
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