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LCDB7007 - Research Principles and Philosophy
Section A: Multiple choice (Questions 1–15)
Circle or underline the letter of the best answer.

	Q1
	A researcher claims that organisational culture can only be understood through the meanings employees attribute to their daily practices. Which ontological position does this most closely reflect?

	
	A.  Naïve realism - there is one observable reality that can be measured
B.  Relativism - reality is multiple, constructed, and context-dependent
C.  Critical realism - structures exist independently but are mediated by interpretation
D.  Pragmatism - ontological questions are secondary to practical outcomes



	Q2
	A DBA researcher states: ‘My professional background in HR means I cannot be a detached observer - my prior assumptions must be surfaced and interrogated throughout the study.’ This statement is primarily an expression of:

	
	A.  Epistemological objectivism
B.  Axiological neutrality
C.  Researcher reflexivity
D.  Methodological triangulation



	Q3
	Which of the following statements most accurately distinguishes social constructionism from constructivism?

	
	A.  Constructivism locates meaning-making in collective discourse; social constructionism locates it in individual cognition
B.  Social constructionism argues that reality is produced through shared language and social interaction; constructivism emphasises individual cognitive sense-making
C.  Both treat reality as individually constructed; the distinction is merely terminological
D.  Social constructionism aligns with positivism; constructivism aligns with interpretivism



	Q4
	Lincoln and Guba (1985) proposed dependability as the qualitative parallel to reliability. Which of the following best demonstrates dependability in a doctoral study?

	
	A.  Achieving a Cronbach's alpha of 0.8 or above across instruments
B.  Maintaining a comprehensive audit trail of methodological decisions that an external reviewer could follow
C.  Ensuring that two independent coders reach identical interpretations of all transcripts
D.  Conducting the study with a sample large enough to reach statistical power



	Q5
	A researcher working within a post-positivist paradigm would most likely argue that:

	
	A.  Objectivity is fully achievable if the researcher follows a rigorous protocol
B.  All knowledge claims are equally valid because reality is socially constructed
C.  Bias can be minimised but never fully eliminated; the goal remains approximating an objective reality
D.  The researcher's values should be explicitly foregrounded as a source of insight



	Q6
	In Interpretive Phenomenological Analysis, the concept of the ‘double hermeneutic’ refers to:

	
	A.  The use of two separate coding frameworks applied sequentially to the same dataset
B.  The researcher's interpretation of the participant's own interpretation of their lived experience
C.  Conducting two rounds of member checking at different stages of analysis
D.  The requirement to interview each participant twice to achieve data depth



	Q7
	Theoretical saturation is sometimes critiqued as a problematic criterion in qualitative research. Which of the following best captures that critique?

	
	A.  It requires too large a sample for doctoral studies to be feasible
B.  It imports a quantitative logic of completeness into an interpretivist framework that values depth over exhaustiveness
C.  It was proposed by Glaser and Strauss for Grounded Theory and is therefore invalid outside that tradition
D.  It prevents researchers from conducting follow-up interviews



	Q8
	A researcher adopts an abductive approach to analysis. Which of the following best describes what this means in practice?

	
	A.  The researcher applies a pre-existing theoretical framework to the data before collection begins
B.  The researcher moves iteratively between data and theory, using each to refine the other
C.  The researcher derives findings exclusively from the data without any prior theoretical orientation
D.  The researcher tests a hypothesis using a deductive logic and accepts or rejects it



	Q9
	Critical Theory departs from interpretivism primarily because it:

	
	A.  Rejects the use of qualitative methods in social inquiry
B.  Is not concerned with participants' subjective meanings
C.  Regards understanding alone as insufficient - research must also aim to challenge and transform oppressive structures
D.  Requires a positivist epistemology to maintain scientific credibility



	Q10
	A pilot study reveals that participants consistently misinterpret a key interview question, providing answers relevant to a different construct. The most appropriate response is to:

	
	A.  Retain the original question and accept the data as an unexpected finding
B.  Abandon the study and redesign from the research question stage
C.  Revise the question wording and re-pilot before proceeding to full data collection
D.  Increase the sample size to compensate for the ambiguous responses



	Q11
	Which of the following most accurately describes the axiological stance of a pragmatist researcher?

	
	A.  Values must be bracketed entirely to protect the objectivity of findings
B.  The researcher's values are openly foregrounded as a primary source of analytical insight
C.  Values are acknowledged as influencing research choices but are judged by their contribution to practical outcomes
D.  Axiological questions are irrelevant because pragmatism focuses exclusively on method



	Q12
	A researcher studying leadership in Chinese state-owned enterprises selects participants who hold senior positions and have experienced a merger. This is an example of:

	
	A.  Random stratified sampling
B.  Snowball sampling
C.  Purposive sampling
D.  Theoretical sampling



	Q13
	Which statement best explains why Saunders' Research Onion is considered inappropriate as a primary methodological framework at doctoral level?

	
	A.  It does not include qualitative methods among its options
B.  It presents research design as a linear sequence of choices rather than as an epistemologically coherent set of commitments
C.  It was developed for undergraduate students and has never been peer reviewed
D.  It requires researchers to adopt a positivist paradigm



	Q14
	In the context of naturalistic inquiry (Lincoln and Guba, 1985), ‘prolonged engagement’ contributes to credibility because:

	
	A.  It increases the sample size to a statistically meaningful level
B.  Extended time in the field builds trust, deepens understanding, and reduces the distortion that arises from brief contact
C.  It satisfies the ethics committee requirement for ongoing participant contact
D.  It allows the researcher to test hypotheses across multiple observation cycles



	Q15
	A researcher argues that because they share the same professional background as their participants, their insider status enhances rather than compromises the validity of their interpretations. Which of the following most critically challenges this position?

	
	A.  Insider researchers are prohibited from conducting qualitative studies under BERA guidelines
B.  Shared background eliminates the need for member checking
C.  Insider familiarity can produce interpretive closure - the researcher may see what they expect rather than what is there, requiring heightened reflexive vigilance
D.  Insider status is only problematic in quantitative research where measurement must be objective






Section B: THE ACCORDING TO Questions (Questions 16–25)
Answer each question in the space provided. Draw explicitly on module content and relevant scholarly sources.

	Q16
	Define ontology and explain why it matters at the start of doctoral research design. Use examples from at least two paradigms discussed in LCDB7007.

	
	

	
	

	
	



	Q17
	Compare and contrast the interpretivist and positivist paradigms across their ontological, epistemological, and axiological positions. What are the implications of each for qualitative research design?

	
	

	
	

	
	



	Q18
	Explain the concept of reflexivity and illustrate, using a concrete example, how a researcher's positionality might shape data collection and analysis in a DBA study.

	
	

	
	

	
	



	Q19
	What is the purpose of a pilot study in qualitative doctoral research? Discuss how it contributes to methodological rigour and give two specific examples of refinements it might generate.

	
	

	
	

	
	



	Q20
	Critically evaluate the four trustworthiness criteria proposed by Lincoln and Guba (1985). How do they compare with reliability and validity in quantitative research, and why are they more appropriate for interpretivist inquiry?

	
	

	
	

	
	



	Q21
	Distinguish between theoretical sampling and purposive sampling. In what research contexts is each appropriate, and what are the implications for claims of transferability?

	
	

	
	

	
	



	Q22
	Using the Seven Aliens framework, explain how the ontological position of social constructionism differs from that of constructivism. What are the methodological implications of each for a DBA researcher?

	
	

	
	

	
	



	Q23
	Discuss the concept of theoretical saturation. How does a researcher know when it has been reached, and what are the principal criticisms of saturation as a criterion in qualitative research?

	
	

	
	

	
	



	Q24
	Why is the choice of research paradigm described as foundational to doctoral research? Argue the case for interpretivism as the most appropriate paradigm for a DBA study exploring lived managerial experience.

	
	

	
	

	
	



	Q25
	Critically discuss the claim that qualitative research cannot be objective and therefore lacks scientific credibility. Draw on at least three paradigms from LCDB7007 in your response.

	
	

	
	

	
	





LCDB7010 - Converting Research into Practice
Section A: Multiple choice (Questions 1–15)
Circle or underline the letter of the best answer.

	Q1
	A doctoral candidate states that their research ‘fills a gap’ because no previous study has examined their topic in their country. A critical supervisor would most likely respond that:

	
	A.  Geographical novelty alone constitutes a sufficient and well-theorised research gap at doctoral level
B.  A gap must be theoretically as well as contextually justified - the candidate must explain why the existing conceptual frameworks do not adequately address the phenomenon
C.  The candidate should switch to a quantitative design to establish baseline data first
D.  Ethics approval cannot be granted until the gap is validated by two external reviewers



	Q2
	Geertz's concept of thick description is best applied in a doctoral study when:

	
	A.  Presenting summary statistics alongside qualitative quotes for triangulation purposes
B.  Writing up findings in a way that embeds participant accounts within their organisational, cultural, and historical context so readers can assess whether findings might transfer
C.  Reproducing interview transcripts verbatim in the findings chapter to maximise transparency
D.  Describing the researcher's own biography in detail in the methodology chapter



	Q3
	A researcher completes data collection, then shares their thematic interpretations with participants who confirm some themes but challenge others. The researcher revises two themes accordingly. This process is called:

	
	A.  Triangulation
B.  Peer debriefing
C.  Member checking
D.  Negative case analysis



	Q4
	Which of the following most accurately captures the distinction between a theoretical framework and a conceptual framework in a doctoral study?

	
	A.  They are interchangeable terms for the same function in research design
B.  A theoretical framework draws on established theories as a lens; a conceptual framework is the researcher's own representation of how the key concepts in their specific study relate
C.  A conceptual framework is required only for quantitative studies with measurable variables
D.  A theoretical framework is produced after data collection; a conceptual framework precedes it



	Q5
	A DBA researcher studying knowledge transfer in a family business is also a non-executive director of the company being studied. The most significant ethical risk this creates is:

	
	A.  The study will be too small to generate meaningful findings
B.  Dual role conflict - participants may feel unable to decline or to speak freely, undermining voluntary participation and data authenticity
C.  GDPR regulations prohibit insider research in private companies
D.  The researcher will be unable to maintain an audit trail due to competing demands on their time



	Q6
	Braun and Clarke (2006) distinguish between a ‘semantic’ and a ‘latent’ level of thematic analysis. A latent-level analysis differs from a semantic one in that it:

	
	A.  Focuses on what participants explicitly said, taking their words at face value
B.  Interprets underlying assumptions, ideologies, and meanings that are not directly stated but are implicit in participant accounts
C.  Counts the frequency with which particular words appear across transcripts
D.  Applies a pre-existing theoretical code to the data before reading it



	Q7
	A researcher argues that their pilot study findings are ‘transferable’ to all similar organisations in the sector. A doctoral examiner would most likely challenge this claim because:

	
	A.  Transferability is a concept from quantitative research and has no place in a qualitative pilot study
B.  Qualitative transferability is the reader's judgement to make, based on thick description - the researcher can only provide the contextual detail to enable that judgement, not assert it
C.  A pilot study by definition cannot produce findings at all
D.  Transferability requires a minimum sample of 30 participants regardless of methodology



	Q8
	Which of the following best describes the purpose of memoing during qualitative data analysis?

	
	A.  Producing a formal record of participant contact for ethics compliance purposes
B.  Recording the researcher's evolving analytical thoughts, interpretive hunches, and reflexive observations throughout the analysis process
C.  Summarising each interview immediately after it is conducted to reduce transcription costs
D.  Noting discrepancies between participant accounts for later triangulation



	Q9
	The principle of non-maleficence in research ethics requires the researcher to consider harm that is:

	
	A.  Only physical and immediate
B.  Limited to harm that participants explicitly report during debriefing
C.  Potential as well as actual, and extending to psychological, social, professional, and reputational dimensions
D.  Restricted to harm caused by the research instrument itself



	Q10
	A researcher conducts semi-structured interviews with six participants and analyses each case individually before looking for patterns across cases. This approach is most consistent with:

	
	A.  Grounded Theory, because it builds theory from the data inductively
B.  Interpretive Phenomenological Analysis, because IPA is idiographic - it analyses each case in depth before moving to cross-case patterns
C.  Ethnography, because the researcher is immersed in participants' lived worlds
D.  Narrative inquiry, because the focus is on individual stories



	Q11
	A DBA candidate submits a Participant Information Sheet written in formal academic language for a study involving front-line logistics workers. The most significant ethical concern is:

	
	A.  The PIS exceeds the recommended word count set by the ethics committee
B.  Inaccessible language may prevent genuine informed consent - participants cannot meaningfully agree to something they cannot fully understand
C.  Academic language signals greater institutional credibility and is therefore preferable
D.  Front-line workers do not require a PIS as they are covered by employer consent



	Q12
	Converting qualitative research findings into organisational practice is complicated primarily because:

	
	A.  Qualitative findings are too subjective to be credible with senior decision-makers
B.  Rich, context-specific interpretive findings resist the kind of universal prescription that practitioners typically expect, requiring researchers to present contextualised recommendations rather than transferable rules
C.  DBA graduates are not expected to produce practitioner-relevant outputs
D.  Ethical approval prohibits the sharing of findings with the organisations studied



	Q13
	A researcher uses negative case analysis during thematic analysis. What is the purpose of this strategy?

	
	A.  To identify and exclude outlier participants whose accounts distort the main themes
B.  To actively seek data that challenges or disconfirms emerging interpretations, strengthening the credibility of the analysis
C.  To calculate the proportion of cases that do not fit the dominant theme
D.  To justify a smaller sample by demonstrating that deviant cases are statistically negligible



	Q14
	A doctoral researcher's conceptual framework places ‘psychological safety’ and ‘knowledge sharing behaviour’ as the two central constructs, with ‘leadership style’ as a mediating variable. A reviewer notes that the framework is missing a key element. What is most likely absent?

	
	A.  A statistical regression model linking the constructs
B.  The ontological position of the researcher
C.  A clear indication of the theoretical traditions from which each construct is drawn and the direction of proposed relationships
D.  A list of the journals in which each construct has been previously studied



	Q15
	Which of the following scenarios represents the most robust approach to ensuring confirmability in a qualitative doctoral study?

	
	A.  Having a colleague from a different discipline read the findings and confirm they seem plausible
B.  Maintaining a reflexive journal, audit trail, and making raw data available for external scrutiny, so that another researcher could trace the interpretive logic from data to conclusion
C.  Reaching agreement with all co-supervisors on the final thematic structure before submission
D.  Using NVivo to ensure all coding decisions are recorded automatically by the software






Section B: THE ACCORDING TO Questions (Questions 16–25)
Answer each question in the space provided. Draw explicitly on module content and relevant scholarly sources.

	Q16
	Explain the difference between a theoretical framework and a conceptual framework in a doctoral study. Using an example from business and management research, show how each functions and why both are necessary.

	
	

	
	

	
	



	Q17
	What is a research gap? Using an example relevant to your own DBA topic, explain how you identified a gap in the literature and why it justifies a qualitative inquiry.

	
	

	
	

	
	



	Q18
	Critically discuss the role of the literature review in a doctoral pilot study. What are the risks of conducting a literature review that is too descriptive rather than analytical?

	
	

	
	

	
	



	Q19
	Explain the ethical principles of informed consent, confidentiality, and the right to withdraw. How would you operationalise each in a DBA qualitative study involving senior managers?

	
	

	
	

	
	



	Q20
	Compare Braun and Clarke's Thematic Analysis with Interpretive Phenomenological Analysis as approaches to qualitative data analysis. Under what doctoral research conditions is each most appropriate?

	
	

	
	

	
	



	Q21
	Discuss the theory-to-practice gap in business and management research. How can a DBA researcher ensure that their qualitative findings generate actionable recommendations for organisations?

	
	

	
	

	
	



	Q22
	What is thick description and why is it important in qualitative doctoral research? Illustrate your answer with a specific example of how you would apply it when writing up a finding from your own study.

	
	

	
	

	
	



	Q23
	Explain the purpose of memoing in qualitative research and how it supports reflexivity during data analysis. How does memoing contribute to the dependability of the study?

	
	

	
	

	
	



	Q24
	Critically evaluate the Participant Information Sheet (PIS) as an ethical instrument. What are its limitations and how can researchers ensure genuine informed consent rather than procedural compliance?

	
	

	
	

	
	



	Q25
	Drawing on the content of LCDB7010, construct a justification for your own choice of qualitative methodology. Your answer should address paradigm alignment, data collection approach, analytical strategy, and how you will demonstrate trustworthiness.
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