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An Analysis and Critical Evaluation of the Strategies, Tactics and Attack Methods adopted by The Taliban.
The word Taliban could be translated to mean students, this translation was suggested by Stock (2021 p.1). The Taliban formed in 1994, in opposition to the Afghan government which included secularisation and education, in particular education for girls (Giustozzi, 2012 p. 106). Giustozzi (2012 p.106) writes that the Taliban were formed to “restore order to a country shaken by civil war.” The Taliban is only active in Afghanistan, although there are affiliate groups based out of Pakistan.
Stock (2021 p. 2) writes that the Taliban recruited many of their members from the refugee camps and that the Taliban “took over more land in Afghanistan until the Taliban conquered Kabul in 1996 and established the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan.” Giustozzi (2012 p. 107) writes to support this by saying that the Taliban recruited several clerical organisations and these were “experienced former commanders of anti-Soviet jihadist organizations”, however the Taliban also utilised young villagers also. (Giustozzi, 2012)
Institute for Economics and Peace, (2020 p. 15) supports Giustozzi, (2012) by confirming that the Taliban took over Afghanistan in 1996 and during this time, Afghanistan became an Islamic Emirate and the leader became head of state. In 2001 NATO invaded the country and over-threw the Taliban who retreated to Pakistan
In 2002, The Taliban began an insurgency against the armed forces of the United States and United Kingdom (Giustozzi, 2012). Since then The Taliban has gained land base throughout the country and in 2019, controlled approximately 10% of the population (Institute for Economics and Peace, 2020), In August 2021, the final troops from the UK and USA were withdrawn and as a result the Taliban has seized most of the country (Council on Foreign Relations, 2021) and as a result the Taliban are ruling Afghanistan in a very similar way to what they did in the 1990’s which includes oppression of women and free speech. Several organisations are concerned that the Taliban in Afghanistan could become a ‘safe haven’ for terrorists belonging to other groups such as Al Qaeda. (Council on Foreign Relations, 2021)

The main strategy of the Taliban is to establish an Islamic Emirate with Sharia law imposed throughout (Anon, 2021 p.1). Strand & Suhrke (2021 p.38) supports (Anon, 2021) by writing that the Taliban wanted to achieve a nationalist Islamic movement, but confines it’s ambitions and politics to Afghanistan only and confirms that there is no international terrorist activity. Comerford (2021, cited in Institute for Economics and Peace, 2020 p.86) mentions that the Taliban believe that “COVID-19 was sent by God in response to the “disobedience” and “sins of mankind””.
D'Souza, (2016 p.21-22) draws on work by Ahady (1999) who suggested two theories about the Taliban’s swift movement into Afghanistan firstly it is for the security of the general public in Afghanistan and secondly “the Taliban movement was organized by Pakistan to promote her interests in Afghanistan.” (D'Souza, 2016 p.21-22)
Since the US and UK troops retreated from Afghanistan in the Summer of 2021, The Taliban has reclaimed full control of the country and is looking to regain legitimacy in the country. Giustozzi, (2012 p.71) suggests that the The Taliban have created a shadow government as a way to achieve that legitimacy and began using the shadow government as early as 2003. However Giustozzi, (2012 p.73) does argue that many commentators believed that the creation of a shadow government was “merely a façade” and more to do with propaganda and self-promotion. Semper (2020 cited in Institute for Economics and Peace, 2020 p.91) also mentions the need for the Talibans legitimacy, as it’s stated that the deal between the US and the Taliban governments provided it with legitimacy, and made it very unlikely that the Taliban would seek to share power with any other governments.
D'Souza, (2016 p.26) notes that the Taliban and Afghanistan have been historically linked to the opium trade through poppies, it had at one point been outlawed, but along with the Taliban resurgence, the opium trade has made a resurgence also as a way of funding Taliban activity. UNODC (2009, cited in D'Souza, 2016 p.27) reported that the taliban made up to US$44 Million from a tax on opium farmers and approximately US$70 Million on protection of drug convoys throughout the country. It was also reported that heroin has been exchanged for weapons, it was estimated that 30 AK-47 rifles could be bought with 1kg of heroin (Starkey 2008, cited in D'Souza, 2016 p.27)
Margolis, (2021 p.2) also links the opium fields to the Taliban, however this time, negatively. Margolis, (2021 p.2) says that the Taliban defeated the anti-Taliban Northern Alliance and the Communist Party who had their main funding through the opium production. As a result of this defeat, opium production fell by 90%.
Anonymous, (2021 p.752) quotes a UN official source which says that the “Taliban rule will reverse the gains made by Afghan women since 2001, given that the Taliban barred women and girls from schools and most jobs from 1996 to 2001.” D'Souza, (2016 p.22) also wrote that that the Taliban have established a highly conservative government based around Islam and Sharia. D'Souza, (2016 p.22) also confirmed that the Taliban are very oppressive towards women which has seen outrage worldwide. Ozturk, (2019 p.103) argues that the Taliban have tried to legitimise oppression of women by suggesting that the “protection of women’s honour was in the tradition of Afghan self-rule”. And that prior to the Taliban rule women in Afghanistan were unable to choose their own husbands, but the Taliban had improved women’s status in the country. 
Margolis, (2021 p.2) also writes about the Taliban’s treatment of women, Margolis, (2021 p.2) confirms that the Taliban treats local women very badly, but does say that this was tradition for many group members, but Margolis, (2021 p.2) does say that the treatment of women was less brutal than women in India or the way that women were treated by US soldiers. Margolis, (2021 p.2) does mention that Afghanistan is in the process of rebuilding the country after it was war-torn and advises that the goverments in the UK and US should withdraw any interventions.
D'Souza, (2016 p.23) recounts that in 2002 when the Taliban restarted their insurgency, they became known as the Neo-Taliban. The Neo-Taliban were made up of smaller groups, which were highly diverse and didn’t nessecerily share political views, however these groups managed to fulfill the requirements and made the Neo- Taliban seem like one big umbrella organisation. Semple (2020 cited in Institute for Economics and Peace, 2020 p.90) also mentions that there are smaller groups involved with the Taliban. These groups are participating in a Jihad, the Taliban has provided these groups with protection in order for them to build on their skills, weaponry and recruitment.

Gwakh (2011 p.1) has written on the use of the internet by the Taliban. Gwakh (2011 p.1) confirms that prior to 2001 the Taliban banned all use of the internet and all forms of media, including photography. However, more recently, the Taliban has embraced the use of the internet, including daily email use. Gwakh (2011 p.1) confirms that the Taliban has it’s own website and has even appointed a committee who is in charge of all media and uses Facebook, Twitter and Youtube to reach internationally as many of the Afghan population do not have access to the internet. Gwakh, (2011 p.2) implies that the Taliban are using the internet at minimal cost to recruit international sympathisers. D'Souza, (2016 p.23) coroborates (Gwakh, 2011) by suggesting that the Neo-Taliban are now becoming more tech-savvy and are using mass communication tools such as twitter and websites for propaganda to gain worldwide support.
One tactic of the Taliban relates to the withdrawal of troops in August 2021, Connah, (2021 p.79) writes that many civilians will seek to support the Taliban for one of two reasons, the first being out of fear and the second to seek retribution from a relation being killed from US or UK armed  forces intervention. Prior to the withdrawal of troops Farrell & Giustozzi (2013 p.848-856) mentions that at the governements were one of the reasons why villagers were drawn towards the Taliban and they “were able to present themselves as the sharia (that is, 'law and order') party”. D'Souza, (2016 p.22) confirms that the Taliban soliders were recruited from villagers locally, as D'Souza, (2016 p.22) quotes Maley (2006) who says that many of the soldiers were orphans who has been completely displaced by the conflict.
Farrell & Giustozzi, (2013 p.850) reports that the Taliban told the general public that they were going to fight the government and that in 12 weeks in 2005, the Taliban captured all the villages. Farrell & Giustozzi, (2013 P.850) does mention that the incroachment in 2005 is reminisicent to the gradual take over of the Helmand Province between 2004 and 2006 as the Taliban slowly built up support locally, but once the Taliban had support of the local people they became confident. D'Souza, (2016 p.24) writes that the Taliban used mosques to gain the support of the local people, the Taliban would often suggest that the villagers had an obligation to stand up to the international forces, and if they didn’t it would be punishable by the “holy warriors” (Hairan, 2010, cited in D'Souza, 2016 p.24)
Anonymous, (2021 p.748) reports a very similar story in 2021, by July 2021, the Taliban had taken control of around half of the provinvces of Afghanistan, In August 2021, the last of the troops were withdrawn (Connah, 2021 p.79) and within 11 days, the Taliban had full control of Afghanistan. It is worth noting here that the speed of this take over surprised the US and UK governments as predictions initially reported that the collapse would take six months. (Anonymous, 2021 p.748).
Ozturk, (2019 p.109) Suggests that in 2015, Afghanistan were controlling over 40 districts, and had formed a parallel government, which provided employment and certain benefits to the public, which included a shadow government. It is also mentioned that in 2015, during the day, the country was controlled by the US and UN troops, but by night, the Taliban ruled.
In retalitation to the tactics that the Taliban use, during the height of the conflict, the US would often upgrade their armoury, but would also help out the Afghanisatan Civil Order police by providing mine resistant armoured vehicles. (Garamone, 2007)
Ozturk, (2019 p.103) reports that the Taliban struggled to be recognised internationally , however the Taliban was recognised by, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. Ozturk, (2019 p.103) does mention that the USA blocked China from accepting the Taliban. The Taliban have also demanded representation at certain United Nations conferences as the Taliban recognised that international aid was important to the country for the well-being of the public and this was a way of legitimising the regime. Ozturk, (2019p. 104) also mentions that prior to 9/11 the Taliban would send representatives to universities to talk about the regime and on one occasion, ended up on an American talk show to say that “the Taliban were not perfect but managed to unify the country under a single government, curtail opium cultivation, and disarm hostile groups and people” (Ozturk, 2019 p.104)
In order to achieve full legitimacy, the Taliban were required to negotiate, they moved from supporters to compromisers, which included running for seats in the parliament and aim to re-build the state. Ozturk, (2019 p.108) quotes a letter written by Zabihullah Mujahid who is a Taliban spokesperson and says “Islamic Emirate, the Taliban, is not just a terror group but an orderly and well-grounded movement of the people with a rational agenda.” 

Garamone (2012 P.1) reports that many of the attack methods that the Taliban use are mainly “green on blue”, where the army of Afghanisatan and the police force killed the NATO troops based in the country. Garamone, (2007 p.1) also notes that the number of Afghan army attacks on NATO has increased and has said that this has happened in the summer months as this is the traditional season of war for the Afghan communities. This is backed up by the Institute for Economics and Peace (2020 p. 15) in the Global Terrorism index who said that in 2019, the “main targets were police and military” however as peace talks commenced, the Taliban clashed with pro-government militias. Institute for Economics and Peace (2020 p.15) said that the favoured attack on police and military is assassination, as these increased 40% in 2019. 
Porter, (2011 p.2) backs up (Garamone 2012 p.1) by confirming that the Taliban constantly attack the US and NATO troops, however these are often the result of intelligence provided by the Afghanistan government security, However, the Taliban have recruited supporters from within the security departments. Nevertheless, the US troops have realised this and have now developed procedures for identifying troops who are likely to be supporters of the Taliban.
Since the Taliban took back control of Afghanistan, Anonymous, (2021 p.749) suggests that the Taliban executed Afghan soldiers who had worked with allied forces. However D'Souza, (2016 p.24) reports that the Afghan Army would often support the Taliban ideals, as D'Souza, (2016 p.24) Gives an example of Afghan soldiers shooting and killing American Soldiers after they had burned copies of the Quran. Ozturk, (2019 p.106) does support this by saying that the Taliban executed a former Afghan president who was under protection by the United Nations.
Bombings and armed attacks continue to be one of the attack methods favoured by the Taliban. The Institute for Economics and Peace (2020 p.15) mentions that bombings are the deadliest as it accounts for over 1000 deaths and increased by 55% in 2019. Armed attacks were another method favoured by the Taliban, however Institute for Economics and Peace (2020 p.15) found that these decreased in 2019. 
Porter, (2011 p.1-3) writes that the Taliban favour the use of suicide bombers, and gives the example of six suicide bombers attacking a hotel, which is known for accommodating visiting westerners. Porter, (2011 p.1-3) also talks about another suicide bombing at an intersection near the British council. These attacks are meant to be very rare due to the security known as the “ring of steel”. However Porter, (2011 p. 3) quotes Dmitriov (2010, cited in Porter 2011 p.3) by suggesting that the ring of steel hasn’t closed nor will stop any attacks by the Taliban.
It is now thought that the Taliban are getting assistance from supporters in the Afghan security as the Taliban were able to smuggle grenade launchers into a cordon to attack the International Security Assistance Force (Porter, 2011 p. 1-3). Porter, (2011 p.3) mentions that in one attack on government buildings, there were seven explosions, 6 of which were suicide bombings.
Ozturk, (2019 p.104) does mention that the Taliban had cleared landmine bombs, but were attacked by US missile strikes in return. On the other hand Ozturk, (2019 p.107) reported that in 2001, claimed to be on the advice of Osama Bin Laden, the Taliban, bombed several statues commemorating Buddha, which caused Afghanistan to be isolated from the rest of the world. As a direct result of the bombing, Afghanistan lost some financial aid and became linked to global jihad.
The Taliban also favour suicide bombings, Council on Foreign Relations, (2021 p.19) reported that the Taliban were responsible for a deadly attack, when a suicide bomber detonated a vehicle that was laden with explosives. Semple (2021, cited in Institute for Economics and Peace, 2020 p.89) also mentions suicide bombings, by saying that the US has focused on sections of the Taliban that have sophisticated suicide bombing capability.
However, Newhouse, (2008 p.1) says that “Taliban militants in Afghanistan are deliberately putting civilians in harm’s way when engaging coalition forces”. Gilmore (2006 p.1) writes that the taliban uses civilians as “human sheilds”. Newhouse, (2008 p.1) does recognise that in 2008, reducing the number of civilian casualities became the priority of the US government. Institute for Economics and Peace (2020 p.15) again reports that up to 2019, the number of civilian deaths decreased, but since then attacks on civilians are up by around 24%. Anonymous, (2021 p.749) describes “U.S. and UK embassies in Kabul expressed concern over the Taliban’s murder of civilians, asserting that the killings “could constitute war crimes”.

In conclusion, the Taliban formed in around 1994 as a way to restore the country ravaged by civil war (Giustozzi, 2012). The Taliban has since formed an Islamic Emirate (Giustozzi, 2012) based around Sharia law (Anon, 2021).
The Taliban is only active within the Afghanistan country, however, does have some affiliation with neighbouring Pakistan (D'Souza, 2016). The Taliban has sought legitimacy throughout their reign, and during that time, the Taliban has tried to infiltrate the UN (Ozturk, 2019) and has set up a legitimate government and shadow government (Giustozzi, 2012).
It was also suggested that the Taliban are protecting the rights of women in the population (Ozturk, 2019), however further research finds that women are still treated badly within the population, but not as severely treated as neighbouring countries such as India (Margolis, 2021).
The Taliban are increasingly using technology and the internet as a tactic (Gwakh, 2011) in order to spread the message of the Taliban internationally, through social media and videos. The internet is also used as a way of financing activities as well as recruiting foot soldiers.
The Taliban use other ways of recruiting supporters and soldiers, first is through fear and another is to seek retribution after a family member was killed during the conflict (Farrell & Giustozzi, 2013, D'Souza, 2016) and another is recruiting from orphans who have been displaced by conflict. 
It could also be noted that the Taliban have tried and tested attack plans, for instance between 2004 and 2006, the Taliban gradually made inroads into certain districts in Afghanistan. This is reminiscent of what happened in the summer of 2021, the speed of which has surprised many commentators. (Anonymous, 2021).
The favoured attack methods of the Taliban are bombings, including suicide bombings (Council on Foreign Relations, 2021). These bombings are then carried out “green on blue” meaning the Taliban forces attack police and NATO officers. (Garamone, 2012) It is thought that these attacks are being carried out after inside information from the Afghanistan security team (Porter, 2011).
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