
The Report

This report will be discussing the contemporary challenges that impact on religious identity for young Muslims in the UK, while commenting on how organisations and individuals have responded to these demands of the twenty first century. There are many challenges that young Muslims are faced with today in modernity such as the media, islamophobia, radicalisation, education, and Mosque diversity/attendance, rise of secularisation and crime rates on an increase. With so many topics to discuss, this report will have to focus on more particular challenges due to the limitations of time restrictions for further research. The report will be providing an overview of radicalisation, the impact of the media and social media and providing a glance at the Islamophobia that occurs in the twenty first century UK.

When looking at the challenges Muslims may face in the UK it is important to identify the numbers of Muslims there is in society. The pie chart on the right hand side demonstrates the statistics of religion in 2001[footnoteRef:1] and the pie chart on the left hand side displays the 2011 religious status.[footnoteRef:2] These pie charts that demonstrate that although other religions are declining and Islam is on an increase and within the ten years Islam had doubled in percentage. This demonstrates that’s the struggles and challenges faced by young Muslims today does not necessarily mean that there will be a decline in Islam in the 21st century. Also with Islam being a ‘minority’ group, this could be why islamophobia occurs due to having different beliefs to the “norm” and can lead to isolation from the rest of the society which is a Christian country. [1:  British Religion in Numbers ‘Census 2001 tables’ http://www.brin.ac.uk/figures/census-2001-tables/ -accessed 16th December 2019
]  [2:  Humanist UK ‘Census 2011 results’  https://humanism.org.uk/campaigns/religion-and-belief-some-surveys-and-statistics/census-2011-results/ - accessed 16th December 2019
] 



Radicalisation is a challenge that many young Muslims are faced with in the UK in modern times. This is due to there being an increase of radicalised actions taking place such as terror attacks that occur in recent times and the hatred that Muslims face can lead to vulnerable Muslims being radicalised and drawn in by particular groups. Islam has been identified for radicalisation more often than other religions as they have been in more recent terror attacks in the UK such as 7/7 bombings, Lee Rigby murder, London Bridge attack 2017 and the Manchester Arena attack. Many of these radicalised organisations use the term ‘Jihad’ as an explanation for their terrorism. Jihad has been regarded as the ‘Sixth pillar’ of the religion, as it important for Islam as it has maintained the continuous development and conversion. Jihad provides inspiration to find God and salvation, although this should be a positive concept for Muslims it is often misused for terrorism.

The Qur’an is an important for all Muslims, including young British Muslims as it is their scripture that Allah gave to the Prophet Muhammad. In the Qur’an there is reference to protecting the religion Islam and the love for Allah. A particular quote that has been depicted from the Qur’an and largely criticised is “And fight with them until there is no persecution and all religions are only for Allah” (Qur’an 8:39). Many radicalised Muslims/ Islamic extremist groups have used this literally and tried to excuse their actions for fighting and attacks. With such an important concept of Islam ‘jihad’ being used negatively can impact young Muslims in UK to express jihad in ways such as spreading the word of Allah and maintain Islamic lifestyle.

When researching radicalisation and young UK Muslims, McVie and Wilthshire’s findings were significant as they provided an overview as to the links of age and radicalisation. In Stefano Bonino’s article it states that,

  “In the specific case of young Muslims, McVie and Wilthshire present various findings which, despite not being directly related to terrorism, draw attention to the question of violence and social exclusion as a prominent feature of Western post-modern societies. McVie and Wilthshire argue that an important driver towards violence should be connected with social marginalization and discrimination. In fact, conditions of alienation could generate a sense of injustice and grievance and, thus, further and speed up processes of radicalization.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Stefano Bonino ‘Policing Strategies against Islamic Terrorism in the UK after 9/11: the socio-political realities for British Muslims’ Journal of Muslim Minority Affairs Vol.32. (2012) p.99
] 


This shows that young Muslims were related to violence, crimes and social exclusion in western societies. They identified that this discrimination and exclusion can be connected with the violence and crimes that take place. With these conditions for young Muslims in the UK this could lead them to feeling a sense of injustice and isolation and this is what could speed up processes of radicalisation from Islamic extremist groups as they may wish to feel a sense of belonging rather than resentment for the rest of society.

Rudolph Peters is a scholar who helps demonstrates the term jihad and how some extremists may use this term for radicalisation, 

“The Quran frequently mentions jihad and fighting (qitāl) against unbelievers… revealed not long after the Hijrah, is traditionally considered to be the first verse dealing with the fighting of unbelievers. Many verses exhort the believers to take part in the fighting “with their goods and lives”, promise reward to those who are killed in jihad.”[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Rudolph Peters ‘Jihad’ the Oxford Encyclopaedia of the Islamic World. http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com/article/opr/t236/e0418 -accessed 16th December 2019.
] 


Peters provides an overview in the Islamic Oxford Encyclopaedia that people use verses in the Qur’an to fight unbelievers and taking part in violence is acceptable when fighting in the name of Islam. Peter also mentions the idea that there is a promise for reward to those who are killed in jihad (protecting Islam). This would explain as to why some radicalised Muslims accept suicide missions and are willing to risk their own safety as the reward to paradise is worth the sacrifice. Young Muslims who are being isolated in society and aim for an afterlife in paradise may turn to terrorism to achieve their goals to be with Allah.

Some young Muslims respond to these pressures by being radicalised, however the majority reject these ideologies represented by the group and follow jihad as a pacified Muslim. The government have responded to the challenges that radicalisation has presented the UK in the twenty first century, with the Prime minister at the time, Theresa May commenting, “In the UK we are already working with social media companies to halt the spread of extremist material and poisonous propaganda that is warping young minds.”[footnoteRef:5] With the government providing tactics on stopping radicalisation are working with social media platforms to prevent spread of extremism materials and propaganda that is effecting young minds. With an influential organisation like the government working to prevent radicalisation, it is promising that this could be prevented or helped to minimise and this would have a positive impact on the young Muslims in the twenty first century. [5:  Prime Minister Office- GOV.UK published 13th June 2017 ‘UK and France announce joint campaign to tackle online radicalisation’ https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-and-france-announce-joint-campaign-to-tackle-online-radicalisation – accessed 16th December 2019
] 


The UK is postmodern and it relies on the media in varied aspects of day to day life such as sharing news on world affairs and many businesses use this platform to achieve sales. The media is also important for many young Muslims in the UK today as it large way for people to communicate and can be educated this way. The media can have positive impacts on the young Muslims today, Professor Gary Bunt writes about the twenty first century media and how Muslims use this tool, 

“iMuslims or cyber Muslims connect to their heritage of knowledge and networking, but they apply an electronic interface to facilitate their communication with and awareness of each other and perhaps, in some way, with the divine.”[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Gary R.Bunt ‘iMuslims: Rewiring the House of Islam (Chapel Hill, London: UNC Press Hurst& Co, 2009) p.54
] 


This demonstrates that heritage being important to Muslims as they can learn about their roots and communicate with family members who may remain living in other areas of the world other than the west. Bunt also demonstrates that social media allows Muslims to communicate and learn from each other, this could strengthen faith and provide a supportive network for young Muslims who are facing challenges such as islamophobia and radicalisation.

However, there is also negativity that the media that young Muslims in UK have to face in the modern era. An example of this is from the popular Newspaper in the UK called ‘The Sun’ and the headline this organisation used was “JIHAD ENOUGH UK to ‘let jihadi brides and their kids back into Britain”[footnoteRef:7] This is negative for Muslims that live in the UK due to the papers highlighting that there are Islamic extremists and the papers provide them the names ‘Jihadi’ and ‘Jihadi brides’. This is using a sacred Muslim term in a negative way and can lead to anti-Muslim prejudice crimes as many stereotype all Muslims in this way. [7:  Thomas Burrows- The Sun 27th October 2019. https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/10221555/uk-to-let-jihadi-brides-kids-back-britain/ - accessed 16th December 2019.
] 

 The newspaper article continued “BRITAIN is secretly preparing to let jihadi brides and their kids back into Britain from Syria.”[footnoteRef:8] This is also negative for young Muslims who may have Syrian heritage as this article is displaying this is where the jihadi extremists are living and are being protected. The majority of Syrian Muslims would reject these extremists, the article however fails to mention this. [8:  Thomas Burrows- The Sun 27th October 2019. https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/10221555/uk-to-let-jihadi-brides-kids-back-britain/ - accessed 16th December 2019.
] 


A British organisation that is a project that measures and records all anti-Muslimism prejudice that takes place is called Tell MAMA. This foundation publicises these statistics and provides them to the police and government to ensure that injustices are noted. The Tell MAMA report documented the online abuse analysis, “There were 734 self-reported cases between 1 May 2013 and 28 February 2014; of these, there were 599 incidents of online abuse and 135 offline attacks, combining for an average of more than 2 cases per day.”[footnoteRef:9] This demonstrates that although the media can be a significant ways for Muslims to learn and communicate with others online, for example the Muslims council for Britain website provides knowledge and community for young Muslims it can also be a place where abuse takes place. The Tell MAMA report shows that the majority of anti-Muslimism attacks take place online, this demonstrates a challenge that the young Muslims have to face. Tell MAMA organisation is spreading these statistics to spread awareness for Muslims and to prevent future abuse. [9:  Mark Littler and Matthew Feldman- Teesside University ‘Tell MAMA reporting 2013/14 Anti-Muslim Overview’ July 2014. P.3
] 


The Tell MAMA report also covers what strategies that are being putting into place to minimise the abuse towards Muslims, “Hate crime, including online abuse or incitement, has recently been prioritised by a governmental hate crime action plan entitled “Challenge It, Report It, Stop It”… Also notable are 2014 prosecution guidelines set out by the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS), which specifically covers social media.”[footnoteRef:10] The government hate crime action plan “Challenge it, Report it, Stop it” covers islamophobia abuse that is taking place online and this is important as it shows the government are working to remove challenges for young Muslims in the UK that go online. It is also significant that the crown prosecution service have adapted their guidelines in 2014, therefore now social media is covered with the protection that anti Muslim discrimination online/ social media is now classified as hate crime and can lead to prosecution. [10:  Mark Littler and Matthew Feldman- Teesside University ‘Tell MAMA reporting 2013/14 Anti-Muslim Overview’ July 2014. P.6
] 


Throughout the report so far the terms ‘Islamophobia’ and ‘anti-Muslim prejudice’ have been mentioned regarding radicalisation and the media for the challenges that young Muslims face. Islamophobia is challenge that impacts the religious identity for young Muslims in the UK as it can provide fear for Muslims to express themselves the way they would like too, such as wearing particular Islamic clothes and public prayer. Tell MAMA comments on this issue of clothing and anti-muslim prejudice offline,
 
“Unlike most incidents of hate crime overwhelmingly involving both male perpetrators and victims, offline victims reporting to Tell MAMA were predominately female (54%), and often were wearing items of clothing associated with Islam.”[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Mark Littler and Matthew Feldman- Teesside University ‘Tell MAMA reporting 2013/14 Anti-Muslim Overview’ July 2014. P.4
] 


This displays that Muslim women are also victims of islamophobia, with 54% percent of victims being women. The victims were often related to wearing clothes associated with Islam, this could be wearing the hijab in public. When Muslims cannot wear particular items that express their faith and abide by their Islamic laws, this can be negative challenge that individuals have to face. Some Muslims have protested for these rights and many do not change the way they dress due to islamophobia. Although some Muslims may adjust the way they live out of respect for their marriage and Allah and make alterations to avoid prejudice.  The Tell MAMA organisation publishing this report will also raise awareness to the hate crimes that these women face for their clothing and allows the police to be aware that such crimes are taking place in the UK.

Often when an extremist Islamic group or individual commits a terror crime it will amplify the islamophobia that is taking place in the UK and society often categorises all Muslims under the same headlines. For example, the Lee Rigby murder in Woolwich attracted more fear and islamophobia for Muslims. The Guardian newspaper also identifies this trend after the Shootings in New Zealand took place in 2019, with the headline stating “Anti-Muslim hate crimes soar in the UK after Christchurch shootings’[footnoteRef:12] this demonstrates that the UK Muslims had to face prejudice and hate crime due to news that happened across the world. The article continues to state, “The number of anti-Muslim hate crimes reported across Britain increased by 593% the week after”. This statistics shows a significant up rise in the hate that occurred after the Christchurch shootings and displays that UK Muslims have no control over whether they will be impacted and be victims of anti-muslim crimes. [12:  Vikram Dodd Police and Crime correspondent- The Guardian 22nd March 2019 https://www.theguardian.com/society/2019/mar/22/anti-muslim-hate-crimes-soar-in-uk-after-christchurch-shootings - accessed 17th December 2019
] 


This report has provided an overview of only a minority of challenges that young Muslims in the UK in the first century face and how organisations are reacting to these issues. When researching the challenges that young Muslims faced it was significant that it would continuously refer to the issue of islamophobia in the UK and how these challenges may have less impact on young Muslims today if islamophobia was tackled by larger organisations such as further changes to online materials and laws regarding anti-muslim prejudice.

With this report only providing an overview of only three challenges UK Young Muslims face in the twenty first century, it is important to do further research on other areas that impact Muslims:

· Eposito, John L. ‘al-Qaeda’ In the Islamic world: Past and present. Oxford Islamic Studies online 
· Ernest, Carl ‘Rethinking Islam in contemporary world’ (Edinburgh, Edinburgh University Press: 2004)
· Kenney, Jeffery ‘Islam in the modern world’ (New York, Routledge: 2013)
· Lewis, Phillip ‘Young, British and Muslim’ (London, Continuum: 2007)
· Lewis, Phillip ‘Islamic Britain: Religion, politics and identity among British Muslims’(London, IB Tauris: 2002)
· Muslim Youth Helpline- Blog, https://www.myh.org.uk/ 
· Nielson, Jorgen ‘Muslims in western Europe’ (Edinburgh, Edinburgh University Press: 2005)
· Petley, Julian ‘pointing the finger: Islam and Muslims in British media’ (Oxford, Oneworld: 2011)
· Poole, Elizabeth ‘Muslims and the news media’ (London, IB Tauris: 2005)
· The Muslim Council of Britain- projects, https://mcb.org.uk/
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2011 UK Religion Census	Christianity	No religion	Islam	Other religions	0.59	0.25	4.8000000000000001E-2	0.112	


2001 UK Religion Census	Christianity	No religion	Islam	Other religion	0.71799999999999997	0.15	2.8000000000000001E-2	0.10199999999999999	

