
Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 




500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).





There are several pieces of law and legislation in place that aim to protect and safeguard children. The Children Act 2004 and The Social Services and Well-being Act 2014 place duties on local Authorities to promote the welfare of and safeguard children. The Children Act 1989 was updated in 2004 following the introduction of ‘Every Child Matters’. The ‘Every Child Matters’ is a green paper that outlines the government’s plans to improve the safeguarding of children. This was published by Lord Lamming following a child’s death that was involved with social services. Along with these, The United Convention on the Rights of the Child 1989 is an international agreement that consists of 54 articles which set out children’s rights and how professionals should practice to promote these along with making them available to children. The Mental Capacity Act (2005) applies to young people of the age of 16 and above, however, does not apply to children under the age of 16. The Human rights Act sets fundamental rights that all in the UK are entitled to, including children. The The Equality Act 2010 protects adults, children and young adults against discrimination. 

Where it is suspected that a child may be “suffering, or likely to suffer significant harm” (Legislation.gov.uk, 1989) the Local Authority have duties to undertake enquiries in line with section 47 of the Children Act 1989. The purpose of this is to determine if any further action is required to promote the welfare of and safeguard a child. In circumstances where it is felt that there are any immediate risks to the child, professionals with child protection powers are expected to act quickly and ensure immediate safety for the child. The Police have authority to place a child in a place of safety for up to 72 hours, this can be done without a court order. Though an application to the courts, the Local Authority can request an Emergency Protection Order (EPO) or Exclusion Order (EO), The EPO gives the Local Authority power to immediately place a child into a place of safety, and the EO gives the Local Authority powers to remove the abuser from the child’s home. The Police’s powers of protection are only used in circumstances where there is not enough time to apply for an EPO or other circumstances requiring the immediate safety of the child.  

In 2019 the Wales Safeguarding procedures were introduced to replace the All Wales Child Protection Procedures 2008. The purpose of these procedures is to support and guide practitioners in applying Part 7 of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 and the Working Together to Safeguard People guidance. These procedures also aim to standardise safeguarding procedures between agencies and across Wales. (NSPCC, n.d.) In addition to this, there are local children’s safeguarding boards, who are responsible for local child protection procedures, policies and guidance. These boards work collaboratively with the local authorities, police, probation services and local health boards to promote the welfare of children. 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work



400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).




Using the “what, so what and now what” of Borton’s 1970 model of reflection, I will look at  the differences between safeguarding in children and adult’s work. (Borton, 1970) Working with adults has allowed me to extend my knowledge and develop an understanding of the legislation, guidance and procedures in place to safeguard vulnerable adults. Through research, I have educated myself on the procedures and guidance relating to safeguarding and protecting children. Both adults and children can experience abuse or harm, however there may be some differences in the types of abuse and the policies around them. Financial abuse, self-neglect and hoarding may be considered more an adult category, whereas children’s safeguarding may include trafficking and sexual exploitation. As well as this, the timeframes around processes can differ, along with legislation, policies and procedures.

Section 126 of The Social Services and Well-being Act 2014 (SSWBA) defines an adult at risk as an adult who is “experiencing or is at risk of abuse or neglect, has need for care and support; and as a result of those needs is unable to protect himself or herself against the abuse or neglect or the risk of it”. The SSWBA defines a child at risk as a child who “is experiencing or is at risk of abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm; and who has needs for care and support”. (Legislation.gov.uk, 2014)

There are several pieces of legislation in place to safeguard both adults and children. The Children Act 1989 and 2004 (CA) was specifically introduced to promote the safety and welfare of children under the age of 18, outlining the concept of parental responsibility and the idea that children are dependent on parents and caregivers up until this age. This also suggests that the need to safeguard children starts at birth. Part 7 of the SSWBA places a duty to safeguard both children and adults, focusing on prevention and early intervention.

One of the main differences in safeguarding children and adults is the adult's right to self-determination. This meaning that they may not wish to act to protect and safeguard themselves and have a right to make unwise decisions. However, if an individual is assessed as lacking capacity to make decisions regarding their safety and welfare, legislation allows intervention. (SCIE, n.d.).
 
On reflection, safeguarding children begins at birth with a focus on preventing harm, however, safeguarding adults begins when an adult is identified as being vulnerable and in need of care and support. This could suggest that safeguarding children has a more preventative-focused approach as opposed to safeguarding adults. 
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