THE SCENIC PAINTSHOP
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THE WORKSPACE requirements:
· Large, smooth, wooden-floored space devoid of any obstructions such as pillars or low ceilings
· Plenty of space to move scenery around easily and view work in progress
· Adequate ceiling height, which will exceed the highest pieces of scenery when standing up

· Ideally situated next to the construction workshop preferably not a shared workspace
· A permanent or fold-away drawing table in a clean and dry environment for looking at technical drawings and displaying the set model/art work
· First Aid Kit, Fire Extinguishers & Waste Disposal
· Ideally situated close to the stage area if in a Theatre environment
· Essential Health and Safety Equipment to be worn in workspace when specified: Overalls/Protective Clothing, Kneepads, Steel toe-cap shoes/boots and Hard hat  

WALL SPACE requirements:

· Storage for built scenery to be stacked
· Wooden paint frame fixed to the wall
· Space to build a wooden frame for smaller canvasses/backdrops where an actual paint frame is not present
LIGHTING AND ELECTRICS requirements:
· Good number of power points and a system of power points suspended from the ceiling is ideal

· Natural light source for colour matching and mixing paints
· Artificial lighting in the form of tungsten, halogen or daylight-simulation bulbs

HEATING, AIR AND VENTILATION requirements:

· A pneumatic system for air supply or portable compressors
· Fan heaters to rapidly heat up a space as well as cool down, when required
· Good system of ventilation especially vital when using potentially hazardous materials, such as certain glues and paints

· Extraction Fans installed or hired
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THE SINK & PAINT-MIXING AREA requirements:
· Large sink with excellent drainage
· Hot and cold water supply
· Shelves around the sink area, preferably made up of wire mesh or open wooden slats, this is important for drainage and storage of recently washed equipment
· A large mixing table placed in a position of excellent light and situated near the sink
· Paint manufacturers colour charts and information for visual reference
· System for hanging up wet brushes and rollers

· A supply of gentle detergents for cleaning brushes, particle soaps, gels and barrier creams for hands

· A lockable metal cabinet for storing bleach cleaners, white spirit, methylated spirit etc. 

PAINT & EQUIPMENT STORAGE requirements:
· Ideally a separate room for storing stock paints & equipment
· Stock-check lists & Supplier catalogues
· Plenty of shelving units, containers and a labelling system
· COSHH Information and Safety Data Sheets
· Lockable metal cabinet  necessary for the storage of certain paints and any substance known to be potentially hazardous
· PPE (Personal protective equipment) including respiratory equipment, ear defenders/plugs, gloves and safety goggles  
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WORKING AT HEIGHT requirements:

· A-frame ladders (preferably a selection of sizes)
· Scaffolding paint tower if required
· A paint gantry or a paint bridge if required
