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Introduction
This essay will be looking at a group in society and considering how they have had to engage with the ‘politics of recognition’ in order to seek greater equity in the last 50 years. The group this essay will be focussing on is the travelling community and defining who the travelling community are and what discrimination they have suffered. It will also be discussing how this group have had to fight to gain equality in society in the last 50 years and also applying this to the politics of recognition and how this social group have had to engage with it and what progress has been made for equality for the travelling communities in today’s society. The essay will be giving insight into what progress has been made to give the travelling community equality. This essay will also be examining how gypsies and travellers are a vulnerable social group because of the discrimination they endure.

The different Groups in Society
In society a social group is made up of people who interact on a regular basis and share a sense of unity with each other, members of a group may share characteristics such as interests, representations, values or the same ethnic or social background. Commonly a person can belong to several different social groups at once although usually will feel most comfortable with one group. A way of determining if a collection of individuals can be considered part of a group is if the individual who belong to a group use the self-referent pronoun ‘we’ using this pronoun implies that this individual thinks of their self as part of a group. In society there are different categories of the types of groups one of them being a primary groups these types of groups are generally more long term and more intimate smaller groups of people in most cases this will be family members or a close friendship group. Primary groups members share close, personal relationships. Another type of social group is secondary groups, These are most often temporary where individual people form impersonal relationships or business like relationships where once a task or goal is achieved the relationship will usually come to an end. Then there are categorical groups where member share similar characteristics and similar identities, in this type of group members feel very connected to other members of the same group because they all share something they feel strongly about.

The politics of recognition
In the 1992 paper “The Politics of Recognition” written by Charles Taylor it focusses on the problem of how multiculturalism functions within a liberal democracy, the term multiculturism is the coming together in society of people with different ethnicity’s, cultures and religions whilst still adapting to society’s laws. In “The Politics of Recognition” essay Charles Taylor states the need for recognition especially with the evident facts that the political agenda includes the consistent lack of recognition and estimation for historically excluded groups. Charles Taylor describes his concern for the consequences this has on the life options for these groups. Political theories have been in an active debate over the role of recognition within liberal democracies. Recognition asks for respects for all the different social groups and their individual ways of living. Failing to achieve this demand leads to prejudice and discrimination and prevents an effective democratic citizenship. Charles Taylor developed “The Politics of Recognition” on the notion that recognition is an essential form and aspect of self-fulfilment and the dangers of mis recognition.

“our identity is partly shaped by recognition or its absence, often by the misrecognition of others, and so a person or group of people can suffer real damage, real distortion, if the people or society around them mirror back to them a confining or demeaning or contemptible picture of themselves. Nonrecognition or misrecognition can inflict harm, can be a form of oppression, imprisoning someone in a false, distorted, and reduced mode of being”
(Charles Taylor, 1994, “The Politics of Recognition”)

Multiculturalism
Multiculturalism is the view that all cultures, ethnicities and races particularly the ones in minority groups deserve acknowledgement because of the differences within the dominant political culture in society. The acknowledgement could take on the form of recognition of the contribution to cultural life of the political society as a whole, with a demand for higher protection under certain laws for different cultural groups. Multiculturalism is a response to the view of cultural pluralism in modern democracies and a way of making up to cultural groups for exclusion in the past because of oppression and discrimination. Multiculturalism is a way of seeking the inclusion of contributions and views by diverse members in society while maintaining and respecting their differences and keeping the demand for their assimilation into all the different dominant cultures. 

The travelling community

Travellers and the gypsy community have resided in the UK for over 500 years, The travelling community is difficult to define as this community is not just one single group but a range of groups with all different cultures, beliefs and histories. Included in this group are Romany gypsies, Welsh gypsies and Scottish and Irish travellers. Within the travelling community there are also groups which are regarded as cultural rather than ethnic travellers included in this is New age travellers and occupational travellers the term used for occupational travellers is showmen or waterway travellers.
 ‘Historically there has been a lack of data on the Gypsy and Traveller communities. For the first time, the 2011 Census included an ethnic category to collect data on Gypsy, Traveller and the Irish Traveller communities. In total around 63,000 people in the UK identified themselves as a member of one of these groups, of which 58,000 were residing in Wales and England. The South East region of England had both the largest number of Gypsies and Irish Travellers and the largest number per 10,000 people. However, other sources suggest the 2011 Census figures may be underestimates’
(Hannah Cromarty, (2019), Gypsies and Travellers, house of commons library)

Another factor is that it is highly important that each individual person in the travelling social group are able to decide themselves what term they prefer to be defined by, whether it be Gypsy, Traveller, Roma or a different definition. The Travelling community of today find it harder than ever before to maintain their way of living and maintain their heritage.
The travelling and gypsy community still in todays society share a high level of prejudice and discrimination in their everyday lives. The women and equalities committee have said that Roma, Gypsy and all parts of the Travelling communities have some of the worst outcomes of any other ethnic group, This include all areas such as in education, employment, health and criminal justice but little has been done to help tackle longstanding inequalities in society. The abuse the Travelling community face every day has accurately been described as the last form of racism that is seen as acceptable in society.

Traveller discrimination over the last 50 years

The gypsy and travelling community in the UK experience a wide range of inequalities, this is a familiar fact to the community themselves and the people working with the community to help fight for equal rights for Travellers.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Members of the any part of the travelling community whether they define themselves as gypsy or traveller will face discrimination and harassment on a regular basis this is the result of negative stereotypes and cultural prejudices. Racism and discrimination toward most other ethnic groups are less frequently expressed in public and discrimination is seen as unacceptable nevertheless discrimination toward gypsies and travellers is common and sometimes in society seen as even justified in some cases. In todays media there is overtly racist view and this just adds to the prejudice toward travellers and adds to the stereotype that other social groups believe.
Another part of the discrimination against gypsies and travellers is the lack of safe, suitable accommodation, council planning policies have moved away from public owned sites to self- owned sites by the traveller communities themselves, however there is often more dispute through these self-made sites where planning permission is more often than not turned down because of oppositions from the neighbouring settled residents.
A report released on the 13th September 2019 written by the Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC) showed concerning evidence of council planning authorities not meeting the needs for the travelling communities having enough available safe sites and pitches in England. 
“Under the revised definition in the Government’s ‘Planning Policy for Traveller Sites’, Gypsies and Travellers who have ceased travelling permanently, which could be due to health reasons or reasons of old age, are no longer considered to be eligible for a pitch in planning terms. The revised definition has no regard to fact Romany Gypsies and Irish Travellers are defined ethnic groups.”
(Lucy Hetherington, 2019, gypsy-traveller.org)

School is often the first time a child from the travelling community will meet people from outside their community and family, this is an opportunity for these children to learn about other social groups cultures and way of living so this makes this first experience vital in the way they view society and ensuring they feel excepted into society, however most children from the travelling community have a bad experience in schools with bullying and a feeling of being not welcome, This is another reason that the travelling communities have a sense of distrust to other groups in society and authorities.
Media coverage just adds to the stereotype being given to the travelling community while most media is focusing on the negative damage to the environment and tensions in communities between the travelling community and the settled community caused by unauthorised sites and accommodation. Even within the criminal justice system there is evidence of mistreatment for the travelling community, while there is a sense of distrust in the police from the travelling community because of high levels of racism in the justice system with reports of inequality in sentencing.
A significant judgement was secured in 1995 by the FFT working with the public law project which meant that all local authorities had to start taking into account the circumstances of Gypsies and Travellers before evicting them.
Gypsies and Travellers continue to face some of the highest levels of culture and racial discrimination, contributing to the inequalities they experience on a daily basis. Even in today’s society the discrimination involves verbal abuse and physical abuse some even being fatal. In addition to the discrimination from some in the settled community there is an overtly racist prejudice coming from the media and even politicians which authorities fail to acknowledge or fail to challenge.

The equality Act
The equality Act came into force on the 1 October 2010. It brings over 116 separate pieces of legislation together into one single Act. This act is to provide the legal framework that will protect people in society from being treated unfairly because of their race or culture and promote equality for all people in society. The Equality Act 2010 defines Romany Gypsies and Welsh and Irish Travellers as being ethnic groups. This means they are all legally protected against race discrimination. Race discrimination is defined as being the unfair treatment of an individual because of their ethnicity, nationality or their national origin.

“The courts control who is categorised as an ethnic group, meaning gypsies and travellers who have not been recognised as ethnic groups by the courts, are not currently protected against race discrimination under the Equality Act. The travelling community includes Romany gypsies, Irish travellers, Scottish gypsies and travellers and Welsh gypsies and travellers, as well as a number of other groups.”
(Paul Rowland, 2016, wales online) 

What progress has been made

In recent years there are still reports of hate crimes and racial discrimination against members of the Travelling community however there is some progress being made to support this group and help them to gain equal rights in today’s society. 
A campaign was started by The Traveller Movement called operation report hate that is specifically aimed for the travelling communities, a high number of travellers will encounter at some point in their lives a hate crime against them. The term hate crime something that happens to an individual because someone doesn’t like or agree with their sexual orientation, gender identity, beliefs, religion or ethnicity being gypsy or traveller. 
Operation Report Hate is a campaign that has been made to help raise awareness within the Gypsy, Roma and other Traveller communities about discrimination and hate crimes and the need to report them. Operation Report Hate campaigns end goal is for all discrimination and hate crimes against all the travelling communities to be given the same media and public exposure and recognition as hate crimes against other groups in society.

“Gypsies, Roma and Travellers are amongst the most marginalised groups in our society. We know these groups often experience discrimination, inequality and a lack of opportunities. We want to ensure that members of these communities are supported to fulfil their potential and make a full contribution to Welsh society”
(Julie James, 2018, Leader of the House and Chief Whip)

More representatives in the media is needed to show not just negatives about the travelling community, this would help break the stereotype given to gypsies and travellers. The gypsy and traveller community is extremely diverse and there is often different agendas and needs. Local authorities often fail to include gypsies and travellers in their policy making but if the proper training is provided to their staff best practice could be shared around the country.
A support group was formed in 1994 called Friends Families and Travellers (FFT) with the aim to help end discrimination and racism against Roma, Gypsies and all the Travelling community whatever their culture and background whether they are settled or travelling. The Friends Families and Travellers group want to protect the travelling community’s nomadic way of living. They also want to expose the unfair treatment to travellers on a daily basis, The FFT advocate for equality in society by offering education to professionals to help provide a fairer service to all of society. 
“Most of the travelling community does abide by the law, and we need to place it on record that the Gypsy, Romany and Traveller community are ​our fellow citizens. That group probably faces the biggest levels of prejudice and discrimination in Britain, and the House has a duty to do something about that for our fellow citizens”
[bookmark: _Hlk26216741](Tony Lloyd, United Kingdom, House of Commons, 2017, Gypsies and Travellers and Local Communities)

The government have brought forward commitments to help tackle inequalities and help achieve and promote fairness and equal rights for people in the Gypsy and Traveller community. 
The report by the working group, published today, is an important step in making headway towards increasing equality for Traveller communities by helping mainstream services work better for Gypsies and Travellers. The commitments outlined in the report include:
· piloting a ‘virtual headteacher’ who will champion the interests of Gypsy, Roma and Traveller pupils across their local authority and respond to issues of low attainment and attendance
· promoting of improved health outcomes for Gypsies and Travellers within the proposed new structures of the NHS
· work to build on our support for authorised sites that have the backing of the local community, through £60 million Traveller Pitch Funding and the New Homes Bonus to match monies raised through council tax. Both the settled and travelling communities will benefit from such an approach
· improving knowledge of how Gypsies and Travellers engage with employment services
· preventing hate crime, increasing reporting of incidents and challenging the attitudes that underpin it; and
· ensuring access to appropriate rehabilitation activities in prison and on probation.

(Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government,2012)
In 2017 the Irish state made Travellers officially recognised as an ethnic group by the prime minister, this not meaning to create any new individual, financial or constitutional rights but to mainly give symbolic significance in acknowledging the uniqueness and culture of the Travelling community. This meant that the Travelling community would be a protected group in Irelands equality legislations and that this group would be included in all anti-discrimination initiatives. Many members of the Travelling community today are striving to break the stereotype given to their group and make a stand for their rights and equality.

Conclusion
To conclude this essay the travelling community in Britain and all over the world are still experiencing inequalities in today’s society, the aim of this essay was to show the full extent of the discrimination of gypsies and travellers over the last 50 years, even though there has been obvious progress made towards making the travellers and other social groups more equal there is still a long way to go to stop the discrimination and hate crimes against all the different types of travellers in this social group. Travellers today still show signs of having feelings of still not being fully accepted with the other social groups in society today. Even though there is good and bad in all groups of people in society a lot of people today still believe the stereotype of gypsy and traveller people being all bad, this social group seem to be the only group of people that other social groups think it acceptable to dislike because of their ethnicity and culture. In today’s society there is signs of trying to promote equality for all social groups with more Acts and campaigns being made to help achieve a fairer place for all in society to live in. research shows that equality still has not been achieved for the travelling communities however with more awareness on this subject it will help with the recognition that this social group should be given equal rights to other groups in society. The problems the Travelling community are dealing with today are immense and is continuing to have a detrimental impact on their quality of life.
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