Observational Report 
	Name: Olivia

Date of birth: 04/02/2019

Date of observation: 03/12/2020

Lesson/ subject: Child observation


	Teacher/ adult input: 
Olivia's mum's involvement in activities like passing the ball back and forth with Olivia, strategically placing toys to engage her, aiding her with the walker when needed, and offering verbal praise all contribute significantly to Olivia's development. These interactions not only enhance Olivia's motor skills but also stimulate her cognitive abilities and problem-solving skills. By providing a supportive and encouraging environment, Olivia's mum is fostering Olivia's growth and learning, laying a strong foundation for her overall development and well-being.
The second adult Plays peek-a-boo with Olivia this is not only enjoyable but also beneficial for her development. This classic game helps Olivia understand the concept of object permanence, which is the idea that things continue to exist even when they are out of sight. When the second adult hides and reappears during peek-a-boo, Olivia learns that people and objects don't disappear permanently. This game also fosters social interaction and strengthens the bond between Olivia and the adult, promoting positive relationships and emotional development. Overall, peek-a-boo is a simple yet powerful way to engage with Olivia and support her cognitive and social growth.

	What the child is expected to do: 
As Olivia is 11 months old, she is expected to be exploring her environment more actively. She is expected to play with the toys provided and grasp objects using her fingers and thumbs, enabling her to pick up small items. She may also engage in activities like transferring objects from one hand to another, showing an emerging hand-eye coordination. Furthermore, she might start imitating sounds and gestures that she can see, indicating the beginning of social and communication skills development. For her age, she is expected to be crawling or pulling herself up to stand while holding onto furniture; however, she has started to stand alone, and she is engaging with her walker moving across the room. These motor skills are essential for their independence and further exploration of their surroundings. 

	Support given: 
Olivia's exposure to various forms of play and the supportive interactions she received are pivotal in her developmental journey. Through engaging in activities like passing the ball and playing peek-a-boo, Olivia not only found joy but also developed essential social and cognitive skills. The guidance provided when she faced challenges with her walker and the redirection to her toys when distracted highlight the nurturing environment that fosters her growth. The verbal encouragement and praise Olivia received not only uplifted her spirits but also instilled positive reinforcement, contributing to her emotional well-being and overall development.

	Child interaction with others: 
Olivia does not attend childcare or play groups. Olivia often spends time with another infant that lives near her and has a pet dog. Olivia is an only child, but she visits her nan while her mum is at work and her nan takes her to a music class. Olivia has little interaction compared to children her age, given that she is an only child and may not have as many opportunities for socializing as other children. However, experiences like playing with another infant and with a dog, attending music classes with her Nan can still provide valuable social exposure and learning opportunities for her development. 

	Summary of strengths/ difficulties:
One strength of the session is when Olivia was playing with the two balls and throwing them into a box as this enhances a child’s hand-eye coordination and aiming skills. This activity challenges them to focus on both balls simultaneously, improving their ability to track moving objects accurately. It also helps in developing their depth perception and spatial awareness as they aim to throw the balls into the box. Overall, this playful exercise can be a fun and effective way for children to sharpen their motor skills and precision. 
Another positive factor is that Olivia can crawl and stand when a child crawls and stands, actively engaging in the sensorimotor stage. By crawling, the child gains a new perspective and can explore different spaces, objects, and textures, which helps in developing their understanding of the physical world. Both crawling and standing are essential sensorimotor activities that contribute to a child's cognitive development by allowing them to actively engage with and learn from their surroundings, as outlined in Piaget's theory of cognitive development.
Understanding that shaking a certain toy makes a noise is beneficial for Olivia’s development as it helps them make connections between actions and outcomes. This cause-and-effect relationship fosters cognitive development by enhancing her understanding of the physical world and how things work. It also encourages curiosity, exploration, and sensory development as she engages with the toy to produce sounds, promoting their learning and discovery process.
Moving on, one difficulty from the session is that It's not ideal for Olivia to choose playing with the television stand instead of toys because playing with toys offers more benefits for her development. Toys stimulate creativity, imagination, and problem-solving skills, fostering cognitive growth. In contrast, interacting with a television stand may pose safety hazards and limit Olivia's active engagement and learning opportunities. Encouraging play with toys instead of non-toy objects can provide a safer and more enriching experience for Olivia's overall development.
Olivia understands that the toys have cutouts for objects to go on, however she does not understand how to correctly do this yet. This indicates that she has a basic understanding of the concept but may lack the fine motor skills or coordination required to execute the action. This situation highlights a developmental stage where the child recognizes the intended interaction but may need support or practice to successfully carry out the task. Encouraging and guiding Olivia through hands-on experiences can help her bridge this gap between understanding the concept and mastering the physical execution.

	Overview of the child’s cognitive development based on Piaget's theory of cognitive development: 
Piaget's theory of cognitive development is a fundamental concept in understanding how children's thinking evolves as they grow. Jean Piaget, a Swiss psychologist, proposed this theory, emphasizing that children actively construct their understanding of the world through different stages of development. In the context of school child development, Piaget's theory highlights four main stages: Sensorimotor, Preoperational, Concrete Operational, and Formal Operational. Each stage represents a different way of thinking and understanding the world (Earlyyearstv, 2024). 
In the sensorimotor stage, which typically spans from birth to age 2, infants learn about the world through their senses and actions. They develop object permanence and begin to understand cause and effect relationships. The preoperational stage, from around age 2 to 7, involves symbolic thinking, egocentrism, and language development. Children in this stage struggle with conservation tasks and logical reasoning. The concrete operational stage, from about age 7 to 11, sees the development of more logical thinking and the ability to understand conservation and reversibility. Finally, the formal operational stage, typically from age 11 onwards, involves abstract thinking, hypothetical reasoning, and problem-solving skills. Piaget's theory emphasizes the active role of children in constructing their understanding of the world through interactions and experiences (verywellmind, 2024).
Olivia's development reflects significant progress across various domains. From mastering physical skills like crawling and walking with a walker to demonstrating emerging communication abilities by saying a few words, Olivia's growth is evident. Her cognitive skills shine through activities like putting a ball into a hole and engaging in object permanence by throwing and finding objects. These achievements showcase Olivia's advanced development and increasing capabilities as she continues to explore and learn through play and interaction.
Olivia's ability to shake toys and recognize that they make music indicates her growing understanding of cause-and-effect relationships. This cognitive development showcases her curiosity and exploration of the world around her. Olivia's engagement with objects to produce sounds highlights her sensory awareness and cognitive development, demonstrating her inquisitive nature and early musical inclination. It's possible that attending a music class could have encouraged Olivia's interest and understanding of creating music through shaking objects. Music classes often provide children with opportunities to explore sounds, rhythms, and instruments, fostering their musical abilities and cognitive development. Olivia's exposure to such experiences could have indeed played a role in enhancing her understanding and appreciation of music at a young age.
Olivia's developmental journey is remarkable. Her adeptness in walking with the walker surpasses many children her age who are just starting to stand, illustrating her advanced physical prowess. Coupled with her communication skills and cognitive abilities demonstrated through play activities like putting a ball into a hole, Olivia's progress is outstanding. She is excelling and showcasing a remarkable level of development that speaks volumes about her potential and a promising future.
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