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Executive summary 
Within, this report it shows in detail how the right to vote have evolved over time. Since 1969 women and men of 18 years old and over are now allowed to vote. However, people that commits a crime and goes to prison are no longer allowed to vote, unless they are on remand. Although, as times are changing prisoners in the future may still be allowed to vote even if they are in prison. However, there are other debates that were carried out in parliament about how prisoners should not be allowed to vote due to them breaking the law.
Introduction 
In many different countries, prisoner are banned from voting; this means that people in prisoner that are facing a long sentence are striped of their right to vote. Although, in the UK there is a legislation in place that allows people in prisoner that are remand only are still entitled to vote. 
This report will show a detailed argue that shows evidence supporting for and against argument on whether prisoner should have the right to vote while they are facing a long prison sentence. 
Main findings 
There are many different beliefs on whether prisoner should be allowed to vote while they are in prison. In 2011, according the BBC newsbeats reporter (Howard, 2011) MPs had to vote whether some prisoners should be allowed to vote after the European Court of Human Rights called the ban on prisoners voting unlawful. The Government were then forced to make changes, or they would have to pay thousands of pounds in compensation to these prisoners. This occurred due to a murder John Hirst, who successfully argued that preventing prisoners from voting is wrong. 
Conservative MPs were angered by this as they believed that if you commit a crime you are signing away all your rights. However, Hirst argued otherwise he believed that when people went to prisoner, they lost their right to liberty not their right to vote. 
There are many countries such as Russia, Armenia, Bulgaria and many more have outright banned prisoners from voting. Although, in the UK prisoner that are only on remand will be allowed to vote. Due to the large amount of people in prison, it has a great effect on the voting polls and politics as a large portion of the population are banned from voting.
However, the European Court of Human Rights say that there is no hard evidence that suggest that preventing people form voting will cut crime. 
The National Assembly for Wales Equality Local Government conducted an inquiry into prisoner voting in 2019 (Johnston, 2019), the solution that these inquiries recommend that prisoner who are serving 4 years or less should be allowed to vote in Assembly elections. The Assembly is also currently legislating to lower the age of voting for Assembly elections. The welsh Senedd and election bills does not have the authority to alter provision in relation to prisoners voting. 
Voting has evolved throughout time before 1969, women and most men were not allowed to vote. Only men that owned land could have their say in politics. Since, then women and all men are now allowed their say in what happens in politics and the government. this evolution of voting suggests that because of how much the right to vote has evolved throughout the years that, people should not be stop from voting even if they are in prison for a long sentence.  
According, to the First Protocol to the Human Right Convention that is stated in Article 3 suggest that election will be free for people and held at reasonable stations and kept secret to keep peoples vow confidential (Grant,2017). This will ensure people that their vote will be kept confidential and that they are free to express them views. This means that in the UK this article guarantees a fair and regular elections. This supports the argument that people in prison should have the right to vote because it is a right not a privilege (Grant,2017). The elections must be fair and available to everyone; therefore this means that to not discriminate against the prisoners by taking away their rights as a human. Instead, they should be allowed to vote while in prison. 
For the foreseeable future, prisoners in the UK will remain unable to vote. However, if the welsh government out forward their argument to parliament then prisoner that are facing a four-year sentence or less will have the right to vote. Although, the conservative party may need a lot of persuading because of their views on the matter. 
Conclusions 
There are many for and against arguments for whether a prisoner should be allowed to vote. It has recently been said that voting is a person right not a privilege. Many people refer to the right to vote as a basic human right. However, it is also stated that once someone commits a serious crime in the UK; they should not be allowed to vote because they’ve gone against the law and broken it. That is why in the UK only prisoners that are on remand can vote and not the ones facing a long sentence. However, in the future this procedure may change and prisoners facing a longer sentence may be allowed to vote.  
Recommendations 
Recommendation that would be made for the future is that when writing a report on this subject that a broader research would be conducted. Next time, different research methods would be used, and more reliable resources will be exercised. 
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