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Portrayal of Women  in Welsh  Medieval Welsh Literature:  The Women of Peredur ap Efrawg  and Culhwch ac Olwen, and the influences of Norman Colonisation in Wales. 


	Aims and Objectives:
Nodau ac Amcanion

The aim of this dissertation is to compare the portrayal of the female characters in the Welsh Arthurian narratives Culhwch ac Olwen and Peredur ap Efrawg while giving particular regard to possible signs of  Norman colonial or post-colonial influence.  The objectives are to take a brief critical review of past scholarship, and on the most recent research on the likely age of these narratives first transcripts.  The female characters will be compared for implied differences in the background symbolism, and legal and social influences.  From this a conclusion will be drawn as to whether Norman influence on the perception of women is apparent.  


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):   

The ‘tale of Culhwch and Olwen and the romance   Perdur ap Efrawg represent diverse examples of Arthurian narrative.[footnoteRef:1] Their content and style has prompted scholars to deem Culhwch to be the earliest Arthurian text, which is further supported by the lack of Galfridian influence, though deeper scrutiny has led to some uncertainty.[footnoteRef:2].[footnoteRef:3].  The earliest existent manuscript of post-Galfridian Peredur has been dated to the late thirteenth century.[footnoteRef:4].[footnoteRef:5].[footnoteRef:6]. Its similarity to the unfinished  Perceval ou le Conte du Graal  of 1291 prompted suggestions  that both Perceval and Peredur came from the same unknown source, although generally it is considered that Peredur was initially inspired by Perceval.[footnoteRef:7]  The dating of  Peniarth 7 and the possibility that Peredur  is later or contemporaneous with Perceval suggests it probably was authored and transcribed sometime between the late twelfth and thirteenth centuries.[footnoteRef:8]  Peniarth 7 has initial folios missing, but three later manuscripts feature almost identical beginnings. Their texts are generally close to Peniarth 7, so it is not unreasonable to use their opening text as a replication of the missing text.  Peniarth 7  ends with Peredur marrying the Empress of ‘Corsdinobyl’[footnoteRef:9], while later narratives of the Red Book of Hergest and White Book of Rhydderch contain further continuations of the story. It is therefore proposed that the datable Peniarth 7 text is used with the opening story in the later manuscripts.[footnoteRef:10].[footnoteRef:11].   [1:  Culhwch ac Olwen and Peredur ac Efrawg are referred from here to respectively a Culhwch and Peredur. ]  [2:  If pre-Galfridian Culhwch ac Olwen would have to be earlier than 1135.
]  [3:  Rodway Simon, Culhwch ac Olwen, in Arthur in the Celtic languages, ed Ceridwen Lloyd-Morgan and Erich Poppe. Cardiff University of Wales Press. 2019) pp.67-79.
]  [4:  Daniel Huws, Repertory of Welsh Manuscripts and Scribes, c.800–c.1800  (Aberystwyth: forthcoming in 2021).
]  [5:  Ceridwen Lloyd-Morgan,’ Migrating Narratives: Peredur, Owain and Geraint’, in A Companion to Arthurian Literature, ed. by Helen Fulton, (Oxford: Blackwell, 2011). pp.190- 208 (195).]  [6:  Anthony M. Vitt,  Peredur vab Efrawc: Edited Texts and Translations of the MSS Peniarth 7 and 14 Versions, unpublished M.Phil. Thesis, (Aberystwyth University 2010).]  [7:  Hinton, T. (2012). The Conte du Graal cycle Chrétien de Troyes’ Perceval, the continuations, and French Arthurian romance. D.S. Brewer.2012). 
]  [8:  Stephen Knight, ‘Resemblance and Menace: A Post-Colonial Reading of Peredur’, (Golygyddion) Sioned Davies, Peter Wynn Thomas. Canhwyll Marchogyon: Cyd-Destunoli Peredur, (Caerdydd: Gwasg Prifysgol Cymru Caerdydd, 2000),  p.132.]  [9:  The different manuscripts give various versions of her name and they have been interpreted to be perhaps the Empress of Constantinople, or of Christianople or Jerusalem.  Names that would not be unreasonable in tales influenced by the knightly orders associated with the Crusades that were expected to adhere to a code of Chivalry. ]  [10:  R.L. Kapphahn, Gendre and Genre in Welsh Arthurian Literature, unpublished PhD. Thesis. (Aberystwyth: Aberystwyth University November 2015).]  [11:  The text at the ending of Peniarth 7 finishes with the typical ending formula found in medieval Welsh stories ‘and so ends the progress of Peredur ab Efrwag’, suggesting this is intended to be the ending of the story. Ceridwen Lloyd-Morgan, Historia Peredur Ab Efrawg, in Arthur in the Celtic Languages, ed Ceridwen Lloyd-Morgan and Erich Poppe. (Cardiff: University of Wales Press. 2019) pp.67-79.] 


Culhwch’s frame story contains tales that appear to be from earlier oral tradition, so makes dating controversial.  The current view is that it was initially transcribed during the eleventh to mid twelfth century.[footnoteRef:12] This coincides with Norman colonisation in Wales, while the late twelfth to thirteenth century Peredur would accord with post-Norman colonisation. It is likely that Norman influence would affect views in Welsh society which would include attitudes to women, divergences from Welsh to Norman laws relating to women, especially women of status who are also predominant within the stories.   [12:  Rodway. Simon, ‘The Date and Authorship of Culhwch ac Olwen: A Reassessment’, Cambrian Medieval Studies, 48, (Summer ), 2005.pp 21-44. Here Simon Rodway reviews the past dating of the original text and concurs that this is likely to be eleventh to twelfth century, although he is willing to take it further to the late twelfth century, after Geoffrey of Monmouth’s 1136  History of the Kings of Britian, although the lack of Galfridian material is still a compelling argument for this to be earlier.  ] 


The historical impact of Norman acquisition of land and the building of fortifications in south Wales and the Marches brought considerable changes to Welsh society which consisted of small communities linked by kinship and ruled by war lords and chiefs inhabiting communal courts.  Norman colonisation brought   town settlements attached to fortifications owned by the Welsh hierarchy and powerful Norman overlords. These are mirrored  in the depictions of the courts of Culhwch and the castles and landscapes of Peredur. Early records of the female inhabitants personal lives in the earlier  communities was sparse, but the women in the stories, although caricatures, do reveal subtle differences  that reflect these historical backgrounds.[footnoteRef:13]  An advantage  to the research is that  female characters such as Peredur’s Empress and Olwen, the Black Witch and the Witches of Gloucester, and the hero’s female relatives can be usefully paired when considering material from Welsh and Norman law and the ecclesiastical impact on the Welsh church. Important examples of contrasts are in the descriptions of beauty in the earlier narrative which are noticeably lacking in Peredur where moral purity is paramount, and the focus is on women’s display of helplessness, their status, power, and wealth. All characteristics that would be valuable to a Norman lord and accords with the change from the marriage requirement of a bride price to the thirteenth century dowry,   [13:  Differences can be seen between marriage arrangements, the laws and expectations of the men in their openly expected right to take prostitutes provided by their lord and taking women in marriage, as opposed to the later expectations of men presenting a chivalrous persona towards women, despite the fact that tin this case they could consider ‘ruining’ women by taking advantage of their situation and innocence.  Women in Peredur also had rights to rule or own their own property, bearing in mind that unlike Norman law, the early Cyfraith Hywel did allow women to keep their own family property after marriage. 
] 
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