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Case study one.
As seen in case study one, Joanna is 4 years old who is currently attending a reception class. Joanna is described as a happy, confident, outgoing and independent individual which drastically changes within recent week where the 4-year-old became clingy, quiet and reluctant to leave the teaching assistant's side. Furthermore, when reaching for glue, the teaching assistant noticed bruising near Joanna's ribs which was a clear indicator for the teaching assistant that there was a major issue that needed to be addressed correctly and urgently. 
According to NHS (2023) a change in a child's behaviour could be a sign of anxiety. NHS (2023) suggests that children suffering with anxiety become clingier with a person that the child feels comfortable with. Furthermore, NHS (2023) tells us that children with anxiety do start to lack confidence and struggle facing day to day activities. 
Once the teaching assistant saw bruising on Joanna, it was made clear that there was a much bigger problem especially when Joanna was upset and did not say anything when asked about the bruising, therefore further action was taken place. According to NSPCC learning (2023) physical abuse can affect a child’s behaviour, increases meatal health problems and as seen in (Norman et.al, 2012) could also increase suicidal thoughts, which as seen in Department of Education (2023) children welfare is important and therefore needs to be taken seriously. 
According to NSPCC learning (2020) child abuse happens when a child is in harm of an adult. Moreover, NSPCC learning (2020) suggest that a clear sign of a child being abused is when the child is afraid to tell anyone about the abuse, therefore when Joanna became upset and did not say anything when asked about the bruising, the teaching assistant took this as a clear sign to address the problem further. According to NSPCC (2020) children who are abused do tend to struggle with feeling quilt and confusion, therefore, may be a reason for Joanna becoming upset when asked about the bruising. 
According to NSPCC learning (2023), as seen in NSPCC learning (2020), children struggle to speak out about abuse fearing a negative consequence. Furthermore, NSPCC (2023) practitioners must recognise sighs of abuse and be able to respond in the correct way and take the child seriously. Moreover, NSPCC (no date) suggests that common signs of child abuse are a sudden and unexplained change in behaviour, which explains why Joanna's behaviour would have changed from being outgoing and happy to clingy and withdrawn. Furthermore, NSPCC (no date) suggest that children become more anxious and always choose to wear clothes that will cover their bodies, even in warm weather, therefore no bruises or marks are on show and the children feel more in control to cover any marks that may make them feel vulnerable, which again answers the questions as to why Joanna would not take off her cardigan of jacket.
According to NSPCC (no date) when a child tells someone about their abuse and shows clear signs of abuse, it is very important that children are listened to carefully and again it is very important for the practitioner to be patient and focus on what the child is telling you. Furthermore, NSPCC (no date) suggest that if you are shocked, never show the child, make the child feel comfortable when telling you. Moreover, NSPCC (no date) suggest that if a child has indicated signs of child abuse but struggles to be able to talk to anyone about the abuse, give the child different tools such as paper and pen for them to be able to write down their experiences and make them feel as comfortable and supported as possible, this allows children to be able to express their feeling and experiences without feeling forced to talk. 
According to NSPCC (no date) practitioners must let the child k ow that they did the correct thing by telling someone about their negative experiences and reassure the child that by telling someone, they will hopefully not be in danger anymore. Furthermore, NSPCC (no date) suggest that practitioners must reassure the child that the abuse is in no way their fault, for a child it is very important that they know this. Children must know that the person they have told will take them seriously, NSPCC (no date). Furthermore, NSPCC (no date) suggest that children do not tell people about their abuse with having the fear of not being believed, therefore, practitioners must reassure the child that they are believed, and actions will be taken very seriously and make sure the child can trust the person they have told. 
Furthermore, NSPCC (no date) tell us that the person the child and trusted and told must explain what the next actions will be. NSPCC (no date) suggest that with young children, such as Joanna being 4 years old, they must be reassured that they can trust you but on the other hand, they must know that you are going to have to talk to someone about their situation but reassure them that it is for their benefit and that you are getting the child help. 
The last step of helping an abused child like Joanna, according to NSPCC (no date), the person the child has told must report the situation in the most correct and professional way and as soon as possible. NSPCC (no date) suggest that the person the child has told must report as they have been told about the abuse as all the information is fresh in their mind, therefore, the person has all the information correct and actions can be taken quicker. Moreover, NSPCC (no date) suggest that the person the child has told could take notes, therefore when reporting, all the information is correct, and nothing is forgotten.
 Many people are afraid of reporting a suspected child abuse as they fear the child will be taken away from their home but according to Moray Council (no date) in many scenarios, the main aim is to make sure families stay together in possible and the importance of child welfare. 
According to Moray Council (no date) after a child abuse case has been reported the next step would be to investigate the case. 
According to Wandsworth Safeguarding Children Partnership (no date) after a child’s abuse has been reported, a social worker or police protection officer will be asked to go to the house to talk to the child’s parents/guardians to find out any more information about the child and let them know about the accusation, make sure the child’s information is correct and make sure that the child and any other children are in a safe environment. Furthermore, Wandsworth Safeguarding Children Partnership (no date) suggest that the social worker or police protection officer will have to talk to the child that has been victimised to, again, find out more information. 
According to Wandsworth Safeguarding Children partnership (no date) after assessing the child’s situation, the social worker or police protection officer will decide if the child is at risk and therefore will proceed to organise a case conference to decide a plan on how to protect the child that is at risk. Furthermore, Wandsworth Safeguarding Children Partnership (no date) the people that attend the case conference would be all the professionals that who know the child, such as, key worker, social worker, police protection officer and a safeguarding officer who has been monitoring the child, furthermore, the child's parents/guardian will attend and, in some situations, and member of the immediate family may also attend. 
According to Wandsworth Safeguarding Children Partnership (no date) suggest that after reviewing the child’s situation in a case conference, many people try to work alongside families therefore children are not taken away from their families. Wandsworth Safeguarding Children Partnership (no date) tells us that many families who have been accused of child abuse will be closely monitored and after time another case conference will take place and the situation will be reviewed and, in many cases, people do get taken of the protection register. On the other hand, Wandsworth Safeguarding Children Partnership (no date) tells us that each year, a small number of children are sadly taken away from their families but for the children this could possibly be the best outcome for them. 
According to Nidirect (no date) a schools must be very supportive of a child who is a suspected victim in child abuse. Nidirect (no date) suggest that schools must train their staff to identify children at risk. Furthermore, Nidirect (no date) tells us that school staff must know what to do if they are worried about a child being abused. Moreover, Nidirect (no date) suggest that every school should have one member of staff to deal with child protection and take on the role of a safeguarding officer. 
NSPCC (2021) suggest that children in schools must feel comfortable and confident to tell someone if they are concerned about their safety or someone else’s safety. In the same way, NSPCC (2021) tells us that staff members must feel confident to recognise and report a situation to the schools safeguarding officer if they believe is child is a victim of abuse in their home environment. 
NSPCC (2021) suggest that staff should listen carefully and non-judgementally if a child has reported a child abuse crime and that every school should promote help and support, such as Childline, for children who may not feel comfortable telling a member of staff. Furthermore, NSPCC (2021) tells us that no staff member should make a promise to the child that they will keep their accusation a secret as a child’s welfare is the most important thing in a school and therefore needs to be reported as soon as possible. NSPCC (2021) suggest that children are afraid to tell someone about their abuse as they do not want their family members to get into trouble, therefore school staff members must reassure the child that they are not in the wrong and that they have completely made the correct decision. 




Reference list
NHS (2023) Anxiety in children. Available at: https://www.nhs.uk/mental-health/children-and-young-adults/advice-for-parents/anxiety-in-children/ (Accessed: 23 January 2024) 
NSPCC learning (2023) Protecting children from physical abuse. Available at: https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-abuse-and-neglect/physical-abuse/ (Accessed: 23 January 2024) 
NSPCC learning (2020) Definition and signs of child abuse. Available at: https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-resources/briefings/definitions-signs-child-abuse/ (Accessed: 23 January 2024) 
Department of Education (2023) Working together to safeguard children. Available at: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/657b2dd30467eb000d55f87a/Working_together_to_safeguard_children_consultation_response.pdf (Accessed: 23 January 2024)
NSPCC learning (2023) Recognising and responding to abuse. Available at: https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-abuse-and-neglect/recognising-and-responding-to-abuse/ (Accessed: 23 January 2024) 
NSPCC (no date) Spotting the signs of child abuse. Available at: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/spotting-signs-child-abuse/#:~:text=Common%20signs%20of%20child%20abuse&text=seeming%20anxious,or%20relationship%20with%20a%20parent (Accessed: 26 January 2024)
NSPCC (no date) What to do if a child reveals abuse. Available at: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/what-to-do-child-reveals-abuse/#:~:text=For%20younger%20children%2C%20explain%20you,to%20someone%20who%20can%20help.&text=Report%20as%20soon%20after%20you,action%20can%20be%20taken%20quickly. (Accessed: 26 January 2024) 
Moray Council (no date) What happens after abuse of a child is reported?. Available at: http://www.moray.gov.uk/moray_standard/page_90254.html (Accessed: 26 January 2024) 
Wandsworth Safeguarding Children Partnership (no date) What happens when you report abuse. Available at: https://wscp.org.uk/find-help/parents-carers-family-and-friends/what-happens-when-you-report-abuse/ (Accessed: 26 January 2024)
Nidirect (no date) How schools can protect children from abuse. Available at: https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/how-schools-can-protect-children-abuse#:~:text=The%20school%20should%20create%20a,train%20staff%20in%20child%20protection. (Accessed: 26 January 2024) 
NSPCC learning (2021) Protecting children from abuse in school: roles and responsibilities. Available at: https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/safeguarding-child-protection-schools/roles-responsibilities/ (Accessed: 26 January 2024) 
	
	
	1.



