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[bookmark: _Toc71302291]4.1 Introduction

A mixed sampling method was created which included participants of convenience and volunteering. Convenience sampling are individuals who are located as the nearest available options to reduce time and costs (Etikan et al, 2016). Voluntary sampling is where participants volunteer to complete the questionnaire (Lavrakas, 2008).


The previous chapter identified the methodology and the research and discussed why such methods were used. This chapter aims to achieve the third objective:

To identify the current opinion from both parties and to critically analyse the results.

This chapter will present and analyse the data that was sourced by the primary research undertaken. An online survey was constructed whereby 31 participants provided results , thus enabling the perception of whether arming Police Officers in the United Kingdom increases safety to be collected. 

[bookmark: _Toc71302292]4.2 Data Analysis 

Due to the style of questions asked from the online survey, the data collected from the results is qualitative. Therefore, after researching the most suitable methods of analysis for qualitative, it was decided that a Thematic analysis approach would be taken. 
Thematic analysis is a method for systematically identifying, organising, and offering insight into, patterns of meaning (themes) across a dataset. Through focusing on meaning across a dataset, TA allows the researcher to see and make sense of collective or shared meanings and experiences (Braun and Clarke, 2006).

The data was collected via Smart Survey online platform, this enabled a time efficient method for creating the survey and distributing it via a weblink automatically created by the platform. The results were collected completely anonymously, the only question requiring information about the participant was whether they were a serving police officer, this way the researcher could differentiate the opinions of public and serving police officers. 
The survey was predominantly completed by members of the public compared to serving police officers, this allowed for less bias results, as those currently serving as police officers would have faced extremely dangerous situations whereby the present of a firearm could possibly have saved a life and therefore, they have first-hand experience of the discuss topic. 

The figures are as follows:

(SmartSurvey, 2023)

The participants were informed of the reason for the research being undertaken on the introduction page of the survey, they were also given a warning that there would be mention of firearms should they wish to continue. 

4.3 Survey findings

As previously mentioned, the method used for analysing that qualitative data collected from the online survey is through thematic analysis, the following theme were identified. 

1. Uncertainty
2. Those in favour of firearms
3. Those in disapproval of firearms

[bookmark: _Toc71302295]4.3.1 Theme one – Uncertainty

The term uncertainty was used to define those results that did not provide a definite answer, whereby the participants have clicked the ‘Prefer not to say’ option to answer the question or have left a comment showing that they are debating their answer. The official definition of uncertainty is ‘a situation in which something is not known, or something that is not known or certain’ (Cambridge Dictionary, n.d.).
Question three of the online survey asked participants ‘How would it affect your perspective of safety if all UK Police carried Firearms? ’With the answer options being:
1. Would make me feel safer.
2. Would make me feel uneasy and scared.
3. Would not have an effect.

There was also a requirement to provide a comment to further explain the response given. For this question 16.67%, 5 of participants answered, ‘Would not have an effect’. This being such a controversial and complex topic the number of participants providing an uncertain answer for this was surprising, having expected the responses to be at a higher uncertainty level.  The findings from the literature review showed the public being ultimately uncertain overall to the idea of arming UK police. They did not oppose the idea however were unsure due to the implications of their behaviour and trust as can be seen from a study conducted by Buttle, 'will result in police officers becoming more aggressive when interacting with the public and that it will increase the risk of injury to the public’ (Buttle, 2010). However, given the fact that the UK public do not usually see their officers carrying firearms due to the current regulations within UK Police forces, their uncertainty could be due to being unfamiliar and therefore being uncertain. This can be seen from one comment left by a participant ‘This only due to firearms not being carried in UK and is something I’m not used to’.

The following question asked, ‘Do you believe there is a need for UK Police to carry firearms?’ this question required a yes, no, or unsure answer to be selected. For this 19.35%, 6 participants answered unsure. The results for this question were similar to the previous question where less participants than anticipated answered unsure. This again can be linked to the fact it is a matter of which UK members of public are not used to due to the strict gun laws enforced within the UK. Again, within the comments left by participants there was clear hesitance as to their opinion on the matter, with one participant stating, ‘Not all police should have them when out doing their jobs, but they should be available if needed’. This comment is a prime example of the the uncertainty, when breaking down the comment it says in essence, no police should not have guns, but they should have access and the ability to use a gun should it be necessary to do so.  Comparing this to points highlighted in the literature review, it clearly shows it is not just a case of the UK considering whether their Police should carry a gun, but they are thinking in depth about the psychological impacts the weapon would have on the officers and how that would impact the demographic currently associated with public and police. This can be seen from the research conducted by Hendy (2014) which focussed ‘more at the demeanour and behavioural changes the officers could experience when being given a lethal weapon to conduct their duties’. 

One question in particular looked at the cause for concern of officer behaviour changing with the presence of a firearm as this was identified as the main issue relating to study subjects being unsure as to whether firearms given to police officers increases safety. Question nine asked ‘If UK Police carried firearms do you think this would change their behaviour?’, this was aimed to give the participants the opportunity to indicate this was the reason, if they were unsure, as to why they felt such way.  Comparing the results of this from the information gathered in the literature review the results showed only 9.68%, 3 participants clicked the unsure selection with 45.16%, 14 participants selecting yes. In contrast with the previous responses discussed surrounding uncertainty this showed that almost half believe that the presence of a firearms would affect the officer’s behaviour. Although this shows a certain answer, it reflects the uncertainty that the participants have when visualising their current non-armed police force carrying weapons. This reflects the fear identified in Hendy’s (2014) study that the police officer’s behaviour and perception of safety would be altered, and as the officer is in control of the firearm their behaviour and decision making is what decides to use the weapon or not, ‘The stimuli for the officer’s reaction and possible resort to firearms depends on the officer’s assessment of the incident’ (Burrows, 2007).

4.3.2 Theme two – For armed

This theme identified those participants who from the results they provided were in favour of UK Police being routinely armed as a means of increasing safety. 
When looking at the data provided from a question asking whether UK police being armed would make the participants feel safer, 50.00%, 15 of the participants stated it would make them feel safer. Similarly, the following question asked whether the participants believed there was a necessity for UK police to carry firearms with 54.84%, 17 participants answering yes. This data contrasts the previous theory that there is apprehension around arming routinely unarmed officers, this could be due to personal experiences whereby these participants have in some way been victim of a serious crime and therefore want more rigorous methods of threat elimination. They could have lived in an area previously where gun laws are more lenient as can be seen by one comment left by a participant, ‘This would not affect me personally as I have been used to officers carrying fire arms while living and visiting Northern Ireland’,  or they could have served in the armed forces so are used to guns being used in combat scenarios. 
This could also be due to a desensitisation of guns being used, due to social media, the movie industry and worldwide headlines that expose people to shooting incidents daily, this can be seen from the following statement ‘these tragedies amongst the headlines no longer stand out and hit the exposed nerves of our nation as they used to’ (Theriault, 2018). 
Question six provided the participants the opportunity to state whether recent major incidents and terror attacks had impacted their opinion on arming all UK police officers. This data showed that 83.87%, 26 of the participants stated that due to recent major incidents and terror attacks the matter of arming officer should be considered. This response coincides with the opinion from senior members of the Metropolitan Police who, due to the demographic they police often incur more major incidents than other police forces in general,  a comment from an article states 'If they leave the vehicle to do a patrol their weapons would be accessible and visible, what we are asking is can we use all the assets, including armed officers, to enhance confidence and deter activity.' (Dodd, 2018). This data shows that when considering the terror threat of the UK currently which stands at ‘The threat to the UK (England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland) from terrorism is SUBSTANTIAL’ (MI5, 2022), the participants feel it would improve safety if all officers were routinely armed. With participants leaving comments such as ‘Knowing all police can protect public to highest level would make me feel safer’, ‘Given the incidents I have seen on the news recently, I believe the officers would be more equipped to protect the public’ and Feel safer knowing police can use lethal force should they need to protect us or themselves’.
Conflicting the data that showed a high level of the participants who were in favour of firearms are the results from question eight, which stated ‘Would you feel more comfortable approaching a police officer with or without a firearm?’. Most participants selected they would feel more comfortable approaching an officer without a firearm, 46.67%, 14 participants. This data reflects the apprehension surrounding officers carrying firearms within the UK and does not tie in with the high percentage of participants confirming they feel the need for firearms within the UK Police forces. 

4.3.3 Theme three - Against armed

This section looks at those participants who indicated they would not agree with UK police being armed with firearms, through their answers and comments reasons for such can be identified. 

When looking at the key question from the survey which asks about the impact firearms would have on safety, 33.33%, 10 participants stated that UK police being armed on regular duty would make them feel uneasy and scared and therefore that increase their perception of safety. 
When looking at the comments stated by the participants a further level of understanding arises. Two participants expressed concerns relating to potential for issues as seen in the US, they stated, ‘Apprehensive about this due to gun violence problems in America’ and ‘I would be concerned that more criminals would carry more guns and then we become a country like the States where gun violence is more rife.’ This is an issue which is frequently discussed amongst the news, in 2022 the most killings by US Police officers occurred ‘the most people killed by police in the United States at 1,237 people’ (Statista, 2022).  Seeing such headlines of police brutally and fatal shooting by police officers in the US can and has for this participant affecting their opinion about arming UK Police.

Other comments stated, ‘Would not like to see this as it may encourage other people to think that it’s ok to carry a firearm even if they think that it is for their own protection, the less people carrying the better.’ and ‘Would encourage criminals to also arm themselves’. These comments show that the participants believe that if UK Police were to routinely carry firearms, then the criminals in which they aim to apprehend would also feel it necessary to arm themselves to be of equal power and have a better chance at committing their intended offences without being reprimanded. Therefore, not complying with the ethos of British policing which portrays that ‘The power of the police coming from the common consent of the public’ and ‘To prevent crime and disorder, as an alternative to their repression by military force’ (Home Office, 2012). If both the UK police and the criminals were armed the result would become violent, as stated in this article ‘their contacts with each other very frequently take the form of shooting matches, each side believing that, because the other side is armed, firing is necessary, in self-defence (Reith 1952, p. 107). 

This question also highlighted the trust element of Police conducting their duties effectively, with comments made such as ‘too many police already have an exaggerated sense of authority and I fear arming them further would add to the draconian attitude they exude’, ‘Police have lost my trust so would feel uneasy knowing they are armed’ and  ‘Though I understand the need for firearms officers, I do not believe it necessary for every officer to carry a firearm as there are non-lethal alternatives at their disposal. If all officers carried firearms, I think there would be mistrust and fear.’ This can be linked to findings in the literature review which indicated that Police should represent the public that they serve. As seen in the following article quote, ‘Research has shown that public support for police depends, to a significant degree, upon the extent to which the police act as 'prototypical representatives' of the group’ (Yesberg, Bradford and Dawson, 2020). Taking this into consideration if the Police differentiate themselves from the public by following different rules, carrying a firearm, it could cause the sense of group membership they have with the public to be altered therefore having a negative impact on the trust levels. 

Leading on from the trust element, question seven directly asked the participants if the presence of a gun would affect their levels of trust, 29.03%, 9 participants stated it would negatively impact their trust, with the comment stating, ‘Accidents can happen’. This has been evidenced by the recent death of ‘Daunte Wright, 20, who was shot after the officer meant to use a Taser, but mistakenly drew her gun instead’ (BBC News, 2021). Incidents such as this identify the devasting impacts of human error, this leading to irreversible grief for the family and severe implications for the officer involved.  

There is also concern that due to the psychological effects of carrying a firearm capable of ending a person’s life it would affect the officer’s sense of boundaries and compliance. In the data from a question asking whether the participants think a firearm would affect the officer’s behaviour, one participant stated ‘I think like any profession, there is always the potential for certain people to abuse their power and the police are no exception to this’ with another stating ‘It would make them feel safer , crime would be reduced due to increased risk of being shot to criminals, however, the power may make some police officers overstep their authority’. Again this looks at the level of trust the participants would have if all UK Police were armed and how some are worried it could cause officers to feel further empowered and misuse their power. 






4.4 Conclusion

This chapter has achieved the objectives of:

· To systematically collect data from serving police officers about perception of carrying a firearm as part of daily duty.
· To systematically collect data from members of the public about perception of police officers carrying a firearm.
To conclude the analysis of this data has shown the subject of routinely arming UK Police is a controversial and complex matter with more than just personal opinion being considered. The data has provided answers which are varied and explain the concerns the participants have around the idea of arming UK Police, however, has established that they do feel it is something that should be discussed and that the UK public should be involved in the decision. 
Amongst the data the need for reassurance, the correct policies, and procedures to be in place for the most effective and safest way of arming the UK Police to increase safety should be adopted was identified. With participants mentioning high levels of monitoring from supervisors, a focus on recruiting the correct people and installing higher standards for those who serve. However, if such factors were taken into account there could be an alikeness to the military which is something that would not be favoured by the public as it important to maintain the group membership of police and public. 
With that taken into account the data has provided an insight into the opinions of the participants and allowed the research to better understand what would be needed to increase safety by arming UK Police inline with the public and serving police officers queries and concerns. 



Participants	
Serving Police Officers	Members of public	0.2581	0.7419	

