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[bookmark: _Toc137209969]Introduction
This goal of this report is to look at sustainable fundamentals of tourism in relation to Spain. The sustainable tourism is a comprehensive strategy that seeks to protect cultural heritage, reduce negative environmental effects, and bring about long-term economic gains for nearby communities. This report will offer a thorough analysis of the destination's sustainable tourism practises by assessing the three sustainability pillars of economic, sociocultural, and environmental sustainability in relation to broad principles of development. This study will focus on Spain as a case study, examining the degree to which sustainable tourism principles are applied and identifying the laws and agencies in charge of doing so. The report will also examine the relationship between the travel component of the industry and sustainable tourism, highlighting the necessity of environmentally friendly transportation options. This report will determine the current stage of tourism development in Spain and evaluate local sentiment using Butler's life cycle model and Doxey's Irridex model. Statistics and data will also be used to back up assessments of sustainable tourism practises and to provide evidence. The report will then offer suggestions for the destination's future growth, always keeping sustainability at their core.
[bookmark: _Toc137209970]Sustainable tourism strategy of Spain 2030
The government of Spain, under the secretariat of state of tourism, is creating the Sustainable Tourism Strategy for Spain 2030. This extensive national agenda focuses on the socioeconomic, environmental, and territorial pillars of sustainability in an effort to address the medium- and long-term issues facing the tourism industry (Sustainable Tourism in Spain: What It Is & How to Help - Devour Madrid, 2021).
The government has encouraged a participative process with the tourism industry and the autonomous communities to guarantee a well-rounded approach. This joint effort aims to lay a strong foundation for turning Spain's tourist industry into a role model for sustainable growth, enabling the nation to keep its top spot in the global tourism market (Sustainable Tourism in Spain: What It Is & How to Help - Devour Madrid, 2021).
The new approach will focus on raising the sector's competitiveness and profitability while also placing a strong emphasis on protecting and promoting the natural and cultural resources found in different regions of Spain. Additionally, it aims to achieve a fair distribution of the advantages and disadvantages of tourism, making sure that the advantageous effects are distributed among all stakeholders.
[bookmark: _Toc137209971]Reason for developing a new strategy of tourism in Spain
Spain enjoys a prominent position as a global tourism industry leader, contributing significantly to the economy of the nation. It makes up 12.2% of the labour force and adds 11.7% to GDP (Sustainable Tourism in Spain: What It Is & How to Help - Devour Madrid, 2021). The old "sun and beach" approach to tourism initiatives has changed over the past 40 years to one that places a higher emphasis on quality. However, the industry is currently dealing with fresh issues brought on by enormous social and economic changes, needing new viewpoints and creative strategies to maintain and improve its performance (Sustainable Tourism in Spain: What It Is & How to Help - Devour Madrid, 2021). 
[bookmark: _Toc137209972]Foundations for a new model of sustainable tourism
The proposed plan for the expansion of Spanish tourism is based on a number of important principles. The plan places a strong emphasis on socioeconomic development by emphasising improving quality, profitability, and competitiveness in addition to embracing digital change in the industry. Additionally, it protects extensive natural and cultural heritage of Spain. By tackling issues like rural depopulation and fostering equal sharing of tourism's benefits, the strategy also attempts to assure social benefit (Sustainable Tourism in Spain: What It Is & How to Help - Devour Madrid, 2021).
The policy also encourages collaboration between the government and pertinent agencies at all levels through supporting participatory governance. This strategy aims to promote the stakeholders' participation and active engagement. The strategy also emphasises the significance of ongoing adaptation to deal with the tourist industry's ongoing changes. Furthermore, Spain wants to maintain its position as a world leader in the tourism industry, exhibiting influence and leadership on a global scale (Sustainable Tourism in Spain: What It Is & How to Help - Devour Madrid, 2021).
[bookmark: _Toc137209973]Overview of tourism industry in Spain
Spain is a nation that has a sizable presence in the global tourism sector and draws millions of tourists annually (Aoyama, 2009). The Mediterranean Island of Mallorca is one of its well-known locations. Mallorca is a popular destination for beach lovers because it has many seaside resorts and bays. In addition, the island's hinterland has beautiful mountain scenery that makes hiking and exploring possible. Palma, Mallorca's capital, is well-known for its thriving nightlife and heavy tourist traffic (Tourism in Spain, 2021).
Barcelona is a popular tourist destination in Spain. Barcelona, which is famous for its maze-like Gothic Quarter, is home to numerous architectural and artistic marvels. The Sagrada Familia and Park Güell, two of the city's well-known attractions, draw visitors from all over the world. Barcelona is renowned for its cuisine as well, with a wide variety of tapas bars and market halls where guests can indulge in regional cuisine. Spain's capital, Madrid, offers a wide variety of attractions. The Royal Palace, which boasts lavish architecture, is in the city. There are many parks and boulevards in Madrid where one can relax and have fun. Masterworks by renowned artists are on display at the Museo del Prado, one of the most prestigious art museums in the entire world. Madrid offers a unique fusion of art, culture, and energetic city life (Tourism in Spain, 2021). 
Santiago de Compostela stands out as a well-liked destination in the Galician region. Due to its historical significance as a site of pilgrimage, the city, despite having a small population, draws lots of tourists (Tourism in Spain, 2021). The final stop on the Way of St. James, Santiago de Compostela, has attracted travellers from all over the world since the ninth century. The city's appeal is aided by its imposing cathedral and quaint streets. The Andalusian region's capital, Seville, is renowned for its illustrious cultural heritage and art history. The city's Gothic cathedral is home to Christopher Columbus's tomb, and the Alcázar Palace features stunning Moorish design. Flamenco dancing, which is a specialty of Seville, can be seen in the lively Triana neighbourhood. The city attracts tourists because of its unique blend of history, architecture, and traditional arts (Tourism in Spain, 2021). 
The development of the Spanish economy and society is greatly influenced by the tourism industry. In 2017, it contributed significantly, with 11.8% of the nation's GDP being attributable to it (Morales Estrella, 2022). Additionally, the tourism industry directly employed about 2.6 million people in 2018, or 13.5% of all employment. The amount of money received from tourism in 2018 was EUR 62.5 billion, up 3.6% from the previous year. The economy of Spain depends on this influx of money (Morales Estrella, 2022).
Spain received 82.8 million tourists from abroad in 2018, a slight increase of 1.1% from the previous year. International receipts from these visitors amounted to EUR 89.8 billion, an increase of 3.3% from the year before. The fact that travel exports made up 52.3% of all service exports in 2018 highlights how crucial tourism is to Spain's overall export performance. With 22.4% of all tourist arrivals coming from there, the United Kingdom is Spain's largest inbound market (Morales Estrella, 2022). Following closely behind with 13.8% and 13.6% of total tourist arrivals, respectively, are Germany and France. A total of 425.4 million domestic trips were made in the country in 2018, of which 139.9 million involved overnight stays and 285.5-million-day trips (Morales Estrella, 2022). 
[bookmark: _Toc137209974]Sustainable tourism principles and the three pillars of sustainability
Sustainable tourism is a strategy intended to safeguard tourism's long-term viability while reducing its harmful effects on the environment, preserving cultural heritage, and enhancing local communities (Honey, 2009). In the context of tourism, the three pillars of sustainability are economic, sociocultural, and environmental. 
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Economic sustainability on tourism emphasises on the creation of long-term, inclusive, and community-beneficial economic benefits (Manzoor et al., 2019). This entails fostering entrepreneurship, supporting small businesses in the community, and ensuring that the proceeds from tourism are distributed fairly. While minimising leakage, or tourism revenue that leaves the destination without helping the local economy, sustainable tourism practises aim to maximise positive economic impacts (Baloch et al., 2022). 
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In tourist Spain, socio-cultural sustainability emphasises preserving and upholding the native customs, traditions, and way of life. It entails involving local communities in the planning and decision-making processes for tourism, fostering cross-cultural interaction, and preserving cultural heritage. Sustainable tourism aims to improve locals' quality of life while giving tourists genuine experiences that promote respect and understanding (Zhuang et al., 2019).
[bookmark: _Toc137209977]Environmental sustainability 
The goal of environmental sustainability in tourism is to reduce the harmful effects that tourism activities have on the environment. To ensure that future generations can also appreciate the natural beauty and resources of the destination, sustainable tourism aims to strike a balance between visitor experiences and environmental preservation (The World Counts, 2020). 
[bookmark: _Toc137209978]Relationship between sustainable tourism and general principles of development
Sustainable tourism recognises the interdependence of economic growth, social progress, and environmental stewardship, which is in line with general development principles. Sustainable tourism is based on development principles such as equity, inclusivity, and long-term planning (Mihalic, 2016).
[bookmark: _Toc137209979]Equity and inclusivity
Sustainable tourism encourages inclusivity by ensuring that local communities are represented and involved in decision-making processes. It seeks to prioritise the socio-economic development of marginalised groups and create equitable opportunities for all stakeholders, including them. Sustainable tourism seeks to lessen inequalities and improve social wellbeing by dispersing benefits more fairly (Khalid et al., 2019). 
[bookmark: _Toc137209980]Environmental stewardship
Sustainable tourism upholds environmental stewardship principles and recognises the depletion of natural resources and the necessity of their preservation (Han, H. (2021). It encourages the wise use of resources, reduces waste and pollution, and works to lessen the damaging effects of tourism on ecosystems and biodiversity. Sustainable tourism helps a destination achieve its overall sustainable development goals by preserving the environment (Han, H. (2021).  
[bookmark: _Toc137209981]The travelling aspect of the industry
The transportation industry, including air travel, land transportation, and maritime activities, is extremely important to the tourism industry (Camilleri and Camilleri, 2018). Infrastructure growth is essential to promoting sustainable transport in Spain. The integration of smart technologies, infrastructure improvements for bicycles and pedestrians, and public transport system investments are some of the main areas of focus (Campos et al., 2022).  Transport plays a big part in efforts to promote sustainable tourism in Spain. The tourism sector can help to preserve natural resources, lower carbon emissions, and lessen traffic in popular locations by putting a priority on sustainable transportation options and minimising the environmental impact of travel (Rashid, 2023). By offering effective and environmentally friendly travel options, it also improves the overall visitor experience. 
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Butler's life cycle model is a commonly employed framework to evaluate the stages of a destination's tourism development (Yang et al., 2014). By using Butler's life cycle model to analyse Spain, it is possible to see that the nation has undergone various stages of tourism development. Spain went through a period of involvement and exploration that was highlighted by the realisation of its tourism potential and early infrastructure development. A stage of involvement followed, where tourism began to develop significantly, drawing a sizable number of visitors and producing economic benefits.
Spain then entered a stage of development where tourism emerged as a key economic driver, accompanied by sizeable investments in facilities, lodging, and services (Del Romero Renau, 2018). During this phase, there was a sharp rise in visitor numbers and a strong emphasis on mass tourism, especially in coastal regions and well-known cities like Barcelona. Spain encountered difficulties related to the consolidation and stagnation stages as it continued to develop. Overcrowding and environmental degradation are some of the detrimental effects of mass tourism (Albaladejo et al., 2020).
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Doxey's Irridex model can be used to gain knowledge about the destination's current state of tourism development and resident opinion (Pavlić & Portolan, 2016). The Irridex model assesses the perceived effects of tourism on locals, which range from euphoria to apathy, irritation, and hostility (Carmichael, 2006). Identifying potential conflicts and difficulties with tourism development is made easier by gauging resident sentiment. In the case of Spain, the Irridex model can offer insightful data regarding locals' attitudes and perceptions of tourism (Carmichael, 2006). This knowledge can help stakeholders and policymakers in the tourism sector address these issues and promote goodwill among locals and the travel and tourism sectors. 
[bookmark: _Toc137209984]Recommendations 
Based on the analysis of sustainable tourism in Spain and the application of Butler's life cycle model and Doxey's Irridex model, Spain should concentrate on diversifying its tourism experiences and goods to lessen its reliance on mass tourism and to spread the benefits across various regions. This may involve promoting ecotourism, rural tourism, cultural tourism, and ecoadventure activities. Spain should keep promoting environmentally friendly modes of transportation like electric cars, hybrid buses, and trains run on renewable energy sources. The natural and cultural heritage of Spain is a top destination for travellers. To ensure the sustainability of these resources over the long term, it is essential to preserve and protect them. Steps must be taken to implement stringent development regulations, encourage responsible tourism, and involve local communities in conservation initiatives. 
[bookmark: _Toc137209985]Conclusion
Millions of tourists visit Spain every year, making it a significant player in the world's tourism market. The tourism industry of Spain makes a significant contribution to its economy, the creation of jobs, and general growth. Spain can make sure that its destination will be successful and resilient in the long run by implementing sustainable tourism practises. Promoting inclusive economic benefits, assisting small businesses in the community, and reducing leakage are ways to achieve economic sustainability. Preserving regional customs, involving locals in tourism planning, and fostering intercultural dialogue are all part of socio-cultural sustainability. Environmental sustainability is concerned with minimising the impact of tourism on the environment, safeguarding natural resources, and promoting eco-friendly behaviours. To lower carbon emissions and traffic, it is crucial to promote environmentally friendly transportation options, make investments in sustainable infrastructure, and enhance public transportation. With a focus on the difficulties and effects connected to each stage, Butler's life cycle model sheds light on the various stages of tourism development in Spain. Doxey's Irridex model aids in measuring resident sentiment and spotting potential conflicts, enabling targeted efforts to address issues and promote positive relationships between locals and the tourism sector.
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