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Introduction
My paper will be on comparing the depiction of ancient Greece in films and within video games. 
The ancient Greek world is portrayed in a number of ways, in books, films and in video games. It is a part of our history and seems to be represented everywhere these days. There are a few main story's that seem to be told over and over, these are stories about mythological creatures or historic battles that happened at that time. A few main stories that are mentioned in games and films are those that include mythological creatures such as, Medusa, the snake haired woman or the Minotaur, a creature with the head and tail of a bull but the body of a man. 
Aside from the stories there is one key aspect of the ancient Greeks that is practiced in the world today. That is the depiction of a ‘God’ or in ancient Greece ‘Gods’. In all depictions of the ancient Greek world the people who lived in those times were very religious and everything they did evolved around how they would be affecting the gods. This directly correlates to the real world and time with the numerous religions we have in the world today. A lot of the religions in the world today are about worshiping a god through prayer or worship, similar to the Greek time when people would often pray to the gods for good fortune or to thank them for recent events. 
There are also two main gods in the legends of the ancient Greek world, Zeus and Hades. These gods can directly resemble the Christian belief of a God and the devil. This bridges a hypothetical gap between the ancient Greek religions and the new modern-day religions. The story of Zeus and Hades is a deep one which involves wars and prophecy. Although there are more than two gods in the ancient Greek world, I will mainly be looking at the main two, Zeus and Hades. I will be comparing the ancient legends against films and video games to see how each one portrays them through different forms of engagement.

Body 1- Mythological creatures
In Greek mythology there is a woman who has been cursed with hair of asps. This woman is the Gorgon known as Medusa. She is shown in the film ‘Clash of the titans’ and Perseus, son of Zeus, is meant to slay her. In the film it states that she was cursed by the goddess ‘Athena’ because she felt “nothing but disgust” (Clash of the Titans, 2010) because she refused the god ‘Poseidon’ and he then raped her in Athena's temple. She cursed her because of this act and “She made sure no one would want medusa again” (Clash of the Titans, 2010). Medusa was once beautiful and loved but cursed by a god so that nobody would want her. ‘Athena’ only allowed men to enter the temple where Medusa resides. This is so that Medusa would never harm a woman. Medusa had two sisters, which were also Gorgons, Sthenos and Euryale. But unlike Medusa they were immortal. “Medusa was the goddess Athena's prized priestess, until Medusa was raped by the sea-god, Poseidon. Athena did not protect her from him.” (Clash of the Titans Wiki, 2018). Athena banished Medusa and her sisters from the world of men. 
The Gorgon Medusa also is shown in the game Assassins Creed Odyssey. But in the game, she doesn’t have the same origin or backstory. In the game it says that Medusa was a creation of the ISU, A race of people who came before the gods. She was “the most famous incarnation of the writhing dead” (Assassin's Creed Wiki, 2018).  She was originally human but was taken over by an artifact within the game. This artifact would turn anyone who touched it into the writhing dead.
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The physical depiction of Medusa has been given a number of different meanings. “Her hair of snakes and reptilian skin are symbolic of the natural cycle of birth, death and rebirth. Snakes are used due to their shedding of skin, their rebirth to a new skin” (Medusa.plush.org, 2018). The snakes are also said to portray the deceptive nature. “Medusa is one of the last earth goddesses, a symbol of matriarchal power, portraying the Greek attitude to women as wily deceptive creatures” (Medusa.plush.org, 2018). It is also said that she was given golden wings, these represent the sky and the freedom and mastery over worlds. “The tusks are meant to cause pain and fear, but the pig was also used in Greek religious practices as a symbol of birth and fertility” (Medusa.plush.org, 2018). Medusas power of turning men to stone with her eyes is facet of feminine power. It is the power of life and the ability to turn life into stone and therefore back to earth in which it came. The story of Medusa can be depicted as sad and that she didn’t deserve her fate, and it can also be depicted as a form of feminine power as she has the power of life and returning life to earth, overpowering mother nature. The story of Medusa was feared in Greek times as she was associated with pain and death. She is also portrayed in the modern day, with people getting tattoos of her portrait on their body's this may be used as a warning to keep other people at a distance. The tattoos also depict her as having coiled snakes as hair, when a snake is coiled its always ready to attack, this displays the power that she has. 

Another mythological creature that is spoken a lot about in ancient Greek times is the legend of the Minotaur. It is said that the Minotaur was the son of “Queen Pasiphae slept with a bull sent by Zeus”(biscut et al., 2018). The legend states that Queen Pasiphae slept with a bull sent by Zeus, and then gave birth to the Minotaur, A creature half – half bull. The queens husband King Minos was embarrassed by the half human creature but didn’t want to kill it so he hid the Minotaur inside of a labyrinth. “According to the myth, Minos was imprisoning his enemies in the Labyrinth so that the Minotaur could eat them (biscut et al., 2018). The story of the Minotaur is mentioned in the game assassin's creed odyssey, a child talks to you about a horrifying beast that resides in a cave not far from his home. He tells you about the noises that he hears and the stories that his family and other kids tell him as if to warn his of the cave. 

Body 2- The Gods
In the game Assassins Creed Odyssey, characters are continuously mentioning and thanking the gods. Whenever there is a character in the room with the player, they mention the ‘Gods’ multiple time and everything is referred back to them (Assassin's Creed Odyssey, 2018). This correlates to the numerous religious in the real world, that people follow and refer to. 
There are two gods in Greek mythology that stand out more than others. These are Zeus and Hades. It is said that they are brothers and that Zeus banished Hades to the underworld because he was evil. Zeus is the God of the sky and thunder, he is also the king of all gods. Hades is the God of death and the king of the underworld. This correlates to Christianity with there being a God and the Devil, One God of the sky and the other of the underworld or hell. 
Both Zeus and Hades were sons of Cronus, “The father of the younger generation of gods” (Pantheon.org, 2018). Prophecy told him that he would be overthrown by one of his sons, to counter this he ate his children who were born by Reah, his wife. She managed to save one child, Zeus. She saved him by hiding him in a cave. When Zeus grew up, he waged a war which lasted 10 years against his father. When he defeated him, he forced him to release his brothers and sisters, which included Hades his brother.
In Greek mythology it is said that both Zeus and Hades were feared by the people of Greece, people wouldn’t even say Hades name because they were so scared of him and because the name was directly correlated with the underworld and death. “People were also scared of Zeus and knew he sometimes went around with Hermes posing as travelers in need of rest. People were so scared of accidentally running into him and disrespecting him that most people always opened their home to strangers so they never get punished” (Myths.e2bn.org, 2018). This is also shown in the game ‘assassins creed odyssey’, Characters often refer to the gods in cutscenes or during gameplay. Cursing people with Hades name or thanking Zeus for a victory in battle. There are also statues in game dedicated to the gods, similar to the statue of Zeus in ‘Clash of the titans’. In both the game and the film, it is not explained how the statues were made or how they got there.
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Zeus is a powerful god who would reward those who were good but punishing those who were bad “He is a greedy god who is greatly concerned with increasing his subjects…”  (Greekmythology.com, 2018). Zeus was also the father of many important people within Greek mythology, Perseus and Hercales to name some. Whilst Hades couldn’t have kids as he was the god of death. Both gods think very highly of themselves and they both believe that they are the best god.
The people who follow Christianity, Christians, believe that there is only one god and that they created the world and life. They think very highly of ‘God’ and believe that he knows all and sees all. They also believe in a heaven and hell, Similar to Greek mythology with there being Olympus and the underworld. There are a few links between Greek mythology and Christianity, there is one main god who is in control, there is a bad ‘god’ or devil who resides in the underworld. And there is a heaven and hell (Olympus and the underworld). In Christianity they also believe that Jesus was the son of god, and that he was born in Bethlehem by mother Mary. They also believe that Jesus had special powers, that he could walk on water, cure blindness and divide an ocean. This is a partial link with Greek mythology, with the gods having children with humans and the children becoming demigods, possessing some of the power of the god. 
Conclusion
To conclude, Greek mythology is depicted in a number of different ways in the world today and in history. Whether it being in books, stories or legends in history or within Films and video games in the modern world. There are a lot of direct links to Greek mythology and history in video games, this shows that the developers take their time researching the historical events and also all of the legends and stories about the Gods. The same can be said about the films, Film makers and directors do extensive research on their topics before filming is taken place. 
The depictions of Medusa within ‘Assassins creed Odyssey’ and ‘Clash of the titans’ also feature characteristics stated in old stories and legends of a snake haired Gorgon, who's look will turn a man to stone. Even with them being different depictions of her, both game and films characters look very similar is design. From researching Medusa and the story behind the legend, I found that there is a deeper meaning to the creature, she had beauty but it was taken from her by a god even though she did nothing wrong. Now she is possessed with the great power of life and can turn life to stone and therefore back to earth.
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