Exploring The Relationship Between Conservation Architecture and Human Emotions
Introduction: This study explores the relationship between conservation architecture and human emotions. Understanding what leads to an emotional response to conservation architecture is an important factor to consider so that the conservation of buildings continues to remain important to communities and countries. The study will explore how the conservation and adaptive reuse of historic buildings impacts and effects human emotions. Through understanding the emotional responses people have to a building and why, the emotional connection to a site can be carefully considered for future conservation projects. What part memory, continuity, community identity, previous knowledge, a sense of belonging is part of a person’s emotionally intelligent response to a conservation project is an area that has become important to consider. The visual attention of people to the unique details of a building will also be explored as the cause of positive emotions. 
Methodology: I will carry out research into case studies that show emotional impact and reactions of people to building conservation projects. There will be Quantitative research in the form of a Questionnaire on a site. A Site observation will be carried out.
Aim: To understand what makes people have strong emotional responses to a conservation site and how this can help inform conservation architecture practice. 
Objectives:
1. To identify, from current research, emotional engagement at conservation sites where it has been successful and unsuccessful.
2. To consider how social media and reporting can affect people’s emotional responses to a conservation project.
3. To research what architectural elements are involved in the using of emotionally intelligent conservation practices to conserve buildings that will have an emotional connection to the communities they sit in: materiality, special memory, symbolism, visual attention to detail.
4. To look at where adaptive reuse sits within people’s emotional connections to a building.
5. To explore why restored sites, hold such emotional meaning for the public by looking at a local conservation site case study.
6.To consider what future strategies can be implemented so that emotional response to the conservation design is always a consideration for a conservation architecture project. 
Limitations: I would like to be able to visit case studies I have researched to see in person the emotional responses of people, but this will not be possible due to the distance and cost. My knowledge of quantitative research methods for gathering data will limit my data collecting to the use of questionnaires.
Ethical Considerations: I will gain consent to use data from questionnaires and anonymity of participants. I will be aware of cultural sensitivity of conservation sites to be considered. Sensitivity of dealing with emotional responses and transparency of how this information is being used will be acknowledged by myself.
Timeframe: I will start background reading into articles on triggers for human emotions and what research has shown. In July and August, I will identify a local conservation project and gather data from that site.
 Conclusion: The identifying of what causes strong emotional responses to a site will inform what needs to be incorporated into a conservation project to nurture emotional connections and the user’s well-being in the future.
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