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I started preparing for the Group task which was the case conference by reading over the case and highlighting where my role came into it. As we had decided that I would be playing the role of a police officer in the conference I looked at how the police could fit into this case. When we met up we discussed how the police could fit into the case and created a story.  I was feeling very nervous about being the police officer as I did not know anything about the police officer’s role in a case conference. Although I have attended a small number of conferences since being the leader of the setting I still find that I get nervous when attending them and always ask for my area managers support to come along with me. However, playing the part of a police officer caused me to feel uneasy as this is out of my comfort zone. 
To begin with I said that I had not been involved with the family only with mams new partner in the past. However, when I was researching I found that a police officer would not need to attend the conference unless they were involved in the current case, if they were not involved in the current case they could have then just send in a report with any relevant information, if there was any. This meant that I then needed to add to my story and say that there had been a more current problem with mum’s partner which linked with the case. I then had to make sure I shared this with the rest of the group to ensure it matched with what everyone had said. This was a little difficult, as we all came from different areas it was hard to find somewhere central for us all too meet up. Although we met up we also created a group chat so that we were able to discuss the work and this is where I shared the information that I needed to add to the story. 
I then began starting to write my report by researching the Paris system which is the police automated registration information system. This is a system that the police can use to gain information on the relevant people. However, all information that is found must be kept confidential due to the Data protection act 1998 which south Wales Police state that they are obliged to ensure that all personal data is handled in accordance with the Act. This is the system that I stated that I used to gain information on the family background.
I found it difficult to find information at first as I had no idea where the police gathered their information from and it took me a while to find the relevant information that I needed. Once I had found some information I became more confident in what it was I was looking for and felt more comfortable in researching.  while researching further some of the things that I found that a Police officer would need to cover in the conference where- Any incidents that had happened with the people involved with the children, If the children were present at the time, anything relevant that the children may have said to the officers if they were present at the time, What was the home environment like if they had to make a visit and also if there had been any crimes committed by anyone involved with the children.  This helped me to feel happier in what I needed to include in the report. Although I still did not feel comfortable and confident in the role of the police officer I had more of an understanding on what it was I needed to include and cover in the conference. I also re watched the video that we watched in the lecture and concentrated on what the police officer covered in there this also helped me and gave me more of an understanding on what I needed to cover. As well as that video I found another video focussed on the police officers role.
We then decided as a group that we thought it would be best to keep everyone’s reports linking If the police where only involved with Dave (Mam’s new partner). As Dave had picked the child up from the nursery setting smelling of alcohol and going into the car I decided that Dave having a Drink driving conviction would link well with the other reports. I followed the road safety act (1967) and Dave had a 1-year driving ban due to being over the legal limit. The road safety act gave me more knowledge on how the police would have reacted to drink driving to include this in my report. 
I also said that Dave had committed a crime following the Public order act (1986). By reading the act it gave me more information on how to deal with the crime that Dave had committed and then what result Dave had for being drunk and disorderly. I felt more confident speaking about the crime after reading this act. 
Another act which I believed helped my understanding of the police officer role is the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984. There were many things covered in this act which developed my understanding. The framework gave me more of an understanding on what controls police officers have over crimes in Wales. 
In a past relationship Dave was involved in domestic abuse with his partner. As I did not have much knowledge on how the police would deal with this I did some research which helped me to find the change project. This is a community based domestic violence prevention programme. I was unaware that there where projects around to support this and I found it interesting reading about the project and seeing that there is help available for people to encourage them to stop. Doing more research on this subject I then found Clair’s Law. I found this very interesting. This is where you can speak to the police if you believe that your partner may have been involved in domestic abuse in the past and depending on the situation the police may gave you information which can then help you to decide whether you want to stay with your partner or not. I found this very interesting and I believe that this is something I could use to help improve my practice. If there were any worried parents in the setting or if I believed something was happening at home with any of the parents in the setting I could display this on the parents board to help them to understand more about it.
All the legislations that I had researched all helped me to understand the role of a police officer and I feel a lot more confident now with understanding their role. There was a lot of information available on the laws that police officers must follow and once I found where to find the information I found it a lot easier to research it. Although I believe that I could have gone into more depth reading different laws and adding these into my report for the conference there was not a lot of time for each member of the group to speak. 
I decided that I needed to look more into the role of the Police and concentrate on how they safeguard children. One act that I found helpful was the children act 1969 section 46 which is the Police protection powers. This act gave me all the knowledge that I needed as a police officer dealing with a child protection problem and I found this act very helpful. I believed that Social services where the only professional that took children away from their families if their children were being harmed. However, Section 46 of the children act helped me to understand that police can also remove children from their families into police protection. 
Now that I have done the presentation I have a much better understanding of the police officer’s role compared to when I started this presentation. I would still not feel comfortable going to a case conference as a police officer and I believe that this is due to me not knowing enough and having the right qualifications and training to do so. However, I have learnt a lot from the research on things that police do cover. Based on the research that I done I believe that I followed the correct procedures that the police would follow when attending a case conference. I did this by ensuring that I followed the Data protection act and only shared information with relevant people. For example, if members of the family had attended the conference, I could then have asked them to leave the room when discussing Dave’s Previous convictions before meeting mum.  My skills and knowledge of a child protection conference have improved since doing this safeguarding unit. I have had to attend conferences in the past but have not attended many and always take my area manager along with me. I think this have given me more confidence to attend the conference alone as it helped me to understand that no one is judging what I am saying and how I am saying it and they are all probably feeling nervous like me and are there to support the children involved. I also believe that this has allowed me to understand how important it is hearing from other professionals which has helped me to realise how important my report and information sharing is in the conference. 
I feel that I worked well working in a multi-agency team. When we met up I felt confident working with the other girls and supported them where I could. For example, I gave the keyworker ideas of what I had done when attending a conference as a key worker in the setting. I also supported the chair person from my experiences of attending conferences. I felt far more confident when we met up in groups and practiced compared to what we did in the conference as I got very nervous acting it out in front of other people. Due to Safeguarding training and my experience in the setting I believe that I had good skills and knowledge with safeguarding children although now I feel like I have learnt more on attending conferences. Overall, I believe that I played a good part in the team I would have felt more confident being the key worker or social worker in the group due to knowing and understanding more about their roles especially the key workers however I did enjoy learning about the role of a police officer. 
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