ECGE4001 – Portfolio of Study Skills

Part 1
In some countries, such as Iceland, there have been studies on the importance of outdoor play for children. Nordahl, and Johannesson (2014) talk about how the outdoor environment can enhance children’s physical development as well promoting a healthy lifestyle.

Iceland utilise the practise of outdoor play for one to six year olds and encourage them to take part on a daily basis. This is also similar for six to sixteen year olds as they have regular break times in which enables them to play outside and socialise. There is evidence that teachers are practising outdoor play more than they have done in past years. Approximately 70% of schools across Reykjavik have said they highly encourage the use of outdoor play within their setting (Oladottir. 2008). 
Noradahl, K. and Johannesson, I. (2014) ‘Icelandic teachers’ views of using the outdoors’ 
Education 3-13: International Journal of Primary, Elementary and Early Years Education. Vol 44, No. 4, September 2014, 391-406. 

Part 2a
This essay is based on forest schools. According to the Forest School Network, forest school “is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem through hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment”. (O’Brien, E and Murray, R, 2006). O’Brien, E and Murray, R (2006) say that some people believe that children today are not getting enough outdoor experience and opportunity to play in outdoor environments. It is thought that this is due to parents and carers worrying over children’s safety outdoors. Research has shown that the less time children spend outside while they are young, the less they will want to as adults, leading to them not reaching full potential with physical and emotional development. (Ward Thompson, C et al. 2004). Indoor learning is different to outdoor learning and promotes children’s development in different ways. Because of this, the Welsh Government are encouraging all schools across Wales to participate in forest schools, particularly within the Foundation Phase.
Welsh Government. (2009) Outdoor Learning Handbook. Cardiff: WAG.
Ward Thompson, C. et al. (2004) Open space and social inclusion: Local woodland use in central Scotland. Edinburgh: Forestry Commission. 
O’Brien, E and Murray, R. (2006) A marvellous opportunity for children to learn: A participatory evaluation of Forest School in England and Wales. Farnham: Forest Research. 

Part 2b
If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of plagiarism. 
It is important to avoid this so all of your work is your own, with your own research and written your assignments in your own words. If your work is plagiarised, you can risk having zero marks for your work or possibly be asked to leave your course of study. 
You need to reference whenever you get information from any other source, whether it is a direct quotation or not. This is because you cannot submit work that is not your own without giving credit to whoever wrote it. It is important to use referencing as evidence to back up your work.
Wikipedia is an unreliable source and should not be used to gather information for assignments. Wikipedia do not always give evidence to support their information, therefore you do not know whether or not it is reliable. Wikipedia can be edited by the public, meaning the majority of what is written on the website could justr be opinion. You will not know where the information has come from.
When you have a long quotation that you wish to use in your writing it could be useful to paraphrase. This means to change the quotation into your owns words to make it shorter, possibly leaving out certain words or information that you do not need. This would mean that you would not need to use quotation marks but you would still need to reference where you got the information from. To do this you could either include the author of the work before you have included with brackets around the date or after with brackets around the author and date. 
When beginning to write an academic assignment there are ways to best research. You need to gather enough information and evidence to be able to write academically, to do this there are five main sources most appropriate. These include; searching on the internet for reliable pages, reading from books, journals, newspapers and reliable magazines. It is essential to ensure that all the evidence you gather is reliable, so you must use trusted website e.g. government websites. 

Part 3
The Welsh Journal of Education by Smith. E (2005) talks about ‘The 
Underachievement Debate in Wales’ and looks into education in Wales and discusses the performance of welsh students, including the difference in results between boys and girls in Wales. She compares these results to England and aims to discover whether welsh students are being ‘schooled to fail’.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Smith finds that it is an unfair comparison between Wales and England as they have widely different populations and economies. The purpose of the article is to prove that even though there are differences between Wales and England that suggest Wales is underachieving, and this may be the case, it is an unfair test and actually, when Wales is compared to a better suited area, welsh student appear to be performing better. 
This article is structured clearly in a way for the reader to best make sense of it. The abstract and induction are clearly marked and are of good length. The paragraphing within the article are well laid out however some are a lot lengthier than others and could be shortened for better reading. The consistency of the writing is good and flows well throughout the paragraphs so the reader does not become lost or confused. The information in the text has also been backed up with relevant statistics and graphs which help to reinforce the information given. However, some of these graphs are not easy to read as they could be, this is due to a lack of labelling on every graph meaning for some you would need to carefully read the text to properly make sense of every graph given. One graph in the article is a line graph entitled ‘Figure 7.1’ shows the gap in results between boys and girls with the ‘x’ axis showing the years of results and the ‘y’ axis showing the ‘achievement gap’ going up from zero to twenty-five, however it does not state what these numbers mean e.g. percentage or marks. 
This article in intended for people within education such as teachers and students, therefore the language used needs to suit and be understood by these people. It is formally written which is appropriate for the intended reader. I found the majority of the text easy to read however some words and sentences could have been simplified for a better flow and understanding. The text to me seems to be opinionated in parts as she repeats facts she has already mentioned unnecessarily, which suggests that she agrees with what has been said. An example of this is when Smith says that welsh performance is superior to that of the North East on page eighty-eight and then again on page eighty-nine. The word superior also helps to persuade the reader that Wales is better than the North East, but her views should be objective throughout. 
She also looks at the difference in results from boys to girls, which is thought to be a big issue today however Smith gives evidence that the gap in results between boys and girls have not actually changed throughout the last twenty-five years and does not seem to be increasing.
The article begins to look as if the whole text will regard the education of Wales and whether or not welsh student are falling behind when compared to other countries such as England. This does not turn out to be what the full article is based on as the writer moves on to the difference between boys and girls in schools. 
The writer originally claimed that Wales is underachieving in examination results and suspects that welsh students may be being ‘schooled to fail’. This is looked into using evidence from ETAG (1998: 27) and proved to actually be an over exaggeration as Wales was being compared to a country with a different economic state and a much larger population. She goes on to compare Wales to the North East as she believes this is a fairer match due to having similar populations, economic rates and average earnings, which she has found from The Office of National Statistics (2001, 2004) but does not say whether there are any other area’s in the world that could also compare to Wales. This can lead readers to believe she used the North East’s results due to their student’s results being lower to that of Wales.  
The conclusion states the article was written from a welsh perspective, which is most likely why shows that Wales are actually not underachieving but actually performing well. The conclusion also adds information which was not mentioned in the article itself. This includes test results in Wales for seven to eleven year olds as well as how students from poorer homes are less likely to do well in school. Even though these statements are backed up with evidence, they are irrelevant to the article. 
In conclusion, I find the article to be written in favour of Wales with more evidence being provided that Wales are not underachieving and not showing any evidence that this is a possibility, which is the aim of the article. Even though she has made valid points about how Wales should not be compared to England, she has then only compared Wales to one other area. I feel that this article is relevant in parts, it is too bias to be considered an appropriate academic article and needs to be more objective. 
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