





 Individual Report
Module code and name: LCBB4006_BIRM: Academic Skills
				Lecturer Name : Dr. Yousuf Kamal






















Table of Contents
1. Introduction	3
2.1 Academic Writing Skills	4
Meaning of Academic Writing Skills	4
Developing Academic Writing Skills	4
Importance of Academic Writing Skills	4
Examples of Importance	4
2.2 Referencing Skills	5
Meaning of Referencing	5
How Referencing is Done	5
Importance of Referencing in Higher Education	5
Examples of Importance	5
3. Conclusion	6
4. References	7



[bookmark: _Toc169339809]1. Introduction
It is particularly important for those young people who want to continue their education and begin receiving academic credit for their work. Writing is a systematic and orderly process of disseminating information, knowledge and research outcomes while referencing is a way of paying recognition to resources utilised. These skills are elementary and help in the development of scholarly works that in turn improve academic performance and contribute to the body of knowledge. A common theme is presented as an inability to grasp these skills that are crucial for the success of students. This report will discuss various aspects of academic writing and referencing including their advancement, importance, and use.

[bookmark: _Toc169339810]2.1 Academic Writing Skills
[bookmark: _Toc169339811]Meaning of Academic Writing Skills
Academic writing is a style of writing which is used in academic institutions and learning institutions as well as in the production of an academic journal. It is the process of presenting ideas and arguments in an easily understandable and organized manner while providing evidential substantiation for the statements made. Mallia (2017), states that writing encompasses a logical flow, critical thinking, and accuracy in language and writing 
[bookmark: _Toc169339812]Developing Academic Writing Skills
English academic writing which is a major aspect of academic skills entails comprehending the rules of academic writing and punctual writing. Organization skills are also vital, with learners having to draw terms to organize their work in terms of developing outlines, writing drafts, and re-writing their texts. For the development of these skills, facilities like a writing centre, workshops and tutorials whether they are online, group or one-to-one are useful (Shayakhmetova et al., 2020).
[bookmark: _Toc169339813]Importance of Academic Writing Skills
This is to note that academic writing is important for students as it helps to enhance understanding and convey a range of concepts. It lets various learners showcase their grasp of a certain topic, participate in scholarly research, and even offer their thoughts on certain matters. Besides, applying perfect grammar when writing is associated with the enhancement of overall academic performance and an increased number of work opportunities (Numan Khazaal, 2019).
[bookmark: _Toc169339814]Examples of Importance
For instance, a skilfully written research paper enables the learners to make their case effectively, which is important in enabling the student to be recognized in the field. Fluency with writing also improves evaluation skills as well as information integration originating from different sources – as it is seen as a crucial approach towards developing high-standard research 

[bookmark: _Toc169339815]2.2 Referencing Skills
[bookmark: _Toc169339816]Meaning of Referencing
Novel information and ideas that are used in academic research must be supported by citations to the sources. This entails using books, articles, websites, or any other material being referenced and referring to the author or compiler (Neville, 2016). Citing also consists of in-text citations and citing sources in alphabetical order at the end of the text in conformance with the academic requirements of the UWTSD Harvard Referencing Guide.
[bookmark: _Toc169339817]How Referencing is Done
Referencing involves several steps: including the precise source, correctly referencing the cited material according to a particular guideline (e.g., Harvard, APA), and making sure that all the references are identical throughout the document. Cheating in the form of plagiarism is averted through proper referencing of works and ideas that are not originally produced by a given individual. There are two types of citations: in-text citation, which presents brief information about the source within the text; and the reference list citation which offers complete information to help the reader to find the source of the information.
[bookmark: _Toc169339818]Importance of Referencing in Higher Education
This is important in higher learning institutions because it acknowledges the work of other writers and ensures that there is professionalism. Hence it enables students to show how much they delved into their research, respect the work of other scholars as well and ensure they do not copy from other works. Bias reference systems also improve the reliability and accuracy of many academic writing companies (Gravett and Kinchin, 2021).
[bookmark: _Toc169339819]Examples of Importance
For instance, in a research paper that produces accurate citations, the student has spent ample time reviewing the literature, which makes his/her arguments more authoritative. It also leads readers to other sources to follow up on the subject and satisfy their curiosity while also debunking sham research. This is particularly so because the referencing can be inaccurate or even absent; within an academic setting, this raises issues that may lead to allegations of plagiarism, which in any academic environment, is a severe offence.

[bookmark: _Toc169339820]3. Conclusion
Therefore, the overall understanding and specific aspects of academic writing and referencing wholly define students’ success in higher education. It is important to note that these skills involve not only the ability to coherently organize thoughts into logical terms on paper but also adhering to the ethical rules of writing by using other’s ideas and paraphrasing them while giving proper citations. Through observing the skills of writing academically students will be in a position to present their ideas and also their research findings while references will enable them to provide credible sources. 
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