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Introduction 
There has been an increasing concern around terrorism and people who associate themselves with far-right groups (Tudor, 2025). Also, according to the Metropolitan Police (2025) the current UK threat level is substantial meaning an attack is likely. Since the early 2000s the UK Government have introduced some legislation measures for terrorism and one of the strategy's is called Prevent. This literature review will examine the challenges faced by police when implementing Prevent.

Definitions 
The definition of radicalisation is when someone is in the process of partly supporting or fully supporting a terrorist group. Also, they are converted through propaganda and conspiracy theories (Gloucestershire, 2025). 
The definition of terrorism is a politically motivated act that is carried out to cause damage to buildings and harm to people, while creating a state of fear so that others will be frightened (Ruby, 2002). A radicalist is someone that has extreme views which are uncommon and do not align with the majority, and who is determined to see political or ideological change happen (Adib-Moghaddam, 2012) however, radicalism does not always lead to terrorism.
Prevent strategy and it’s use
Prevent is a strategy that is designed to stop people from becoming radicalised by extremists and becoming terrorists (Porath, 2023). The logic is to get to them help before they get told what to do by other groups, and this strategy is aimed at the people who are vulnerable to becoming terrorists. This is determined through their actions and their ideology, and some other factors could lead to the person becoming an extremist such as friends or social groups. In addition the Prevent strategy has qualified members of staff working with others such as police, teachers, community leaders and psychologists, and this is done to better educate the community, but it is not aimed or targeted at any particular group, or age bracket, and it only seeks to prevent terrorism and reduce harmful Ideology (Home Office, 2024).

The Importance of Prevent and vulnerable people
The police regularly work closely with vulnerable people to prevent them becoming involved with crime (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2025). The Prevent strategy is specifically used to work with vulnerable people to prevent them from becoming terrorists and or extremists. Muir’s (2021) research shows that the public have been asking for a preventative measure which can get to people before the police or courts are needed, and with the demand of preventing crime, the Prevent strategy was introduced over 20 years ago and it has been a prime factor in the steady decline of extremists and stopping people from supporting terrorists. This has been possible thanks to this government led operation, which is achieved through a multi-agency collaboration. Also, in 2023 the total number of referrals was 6,817 and of those people 63% were under 20 years old and 90% of the 6,817 were male.
Phillip, (2022) The aim of the Prevent strategy is to stop people from becoming terrorists which is the main concern. Qurashi (2018) suggests that Prevent was introduced in the early 2000s because of 2 major incidents; 9/11 and the 77 bombings. Timothy (2024) suggests that religion is a catalyst to most terror attacks and causes for violence as it makes the person believe what they are doing is justified. 

External Factors that Influence people 
Some challenges the police faced when it came to applying the Prevent strategy is that the source of the issue would come from another country so that they had no power to stop it, and so the police would have to deal with the people who became radicalised from the other country's actions. In 2023 a terrorist group known as Hamas lead an attack against unarmed people in Israel, killing approximately 1400 people and taking more than 200 hostages, according to BBC (2023), and this caused an uproar in communities world-wide, but the police in the United Kingdom saw a 534% climb in antisemitic based incidents, so it caused the police to have a lot more people to deal with for an issue they had very little control over (UK Government, 2024b). Another example of how this negatively affected the police was that after the Hamas attack, Isreal began to carry out strikes on Gaza, and the United Kingdom had mass protests in regards to what had happened, but the Metropolitan Police service did what they could and got publicly shamed by the home sectary with comments claiming that the police had a bias (BBC, 2023).

The Problems That are Caused from other Countries and Effects it has on the United Kingdom

The police and other organisations have to deal with the aftermath of overseas incidents that cause drama worldwide since this means for the United Kingdom that the multi-agency organisations will be overwhelmed with people that come through the Prevent programme. Also, the people who want to use this program, will have to wait because when something substantial happens the referrals can become too much and can easily overwhelm the services, and this can cause the vulnerable people to turn to extremist groups in their time of need. In addition to this, in 2024 there were 6,922 referrals made to the prevent programme and of which the police had referred 1,921 people to this also, the police have a diagram of how to screen someone to make sure they qualify for the prevent program and the questions are straight forward being is the case under investigation, are there genuine vulnerabilities and is the vulnerabilities Counter Terrorism related also, all these questions and waiting times can create a backlog and act as a deterrent for vulnerable people who do not have that much time and it increases the risk of the vulnerable people to turn to extremists groups (UK Government, 2024a).




Could Religion be a Factor towards the Radicalisation of another

The Government and local authorities are implementing stricter measures on extremists because they are shown to convert others with their extreme way of thinking and their dangerous ideologies, and Home Office records show that in 2022 there were 196 arrests relating to terrorist activities and out of those 196 people 30% got charged with terrorism 22% got released without charge and the rest are under investigation. Figures showed that many of those arrested had religious beliefs, and of those prisoners in the United Kingdom, 36 of them identified themselves as Christians while 158 Muslims were arrested and only 3 Buddhists were arrested with the other 27 people having no religion (Home Office, 2022).






Why prevent was introduced and the process of an extremist/radicalist

There is always a motivation for terrorists to commit acts of terror such as getting noticed by the public, instilling fear into the people, achieving fame, a religious quest or to solve a problem they deem unbearable. According to Fair (2024) there are 4 stages to the process of becoming an extremist. Stage one is when the individual is first learning about radicalization from a group, and they can be exposed to this through the internet, friends or family but the event that makes people radicalized is usually the loss of a family member. Also, if that person cannot find help or someone to talk to through the government website or a helpline, there is a good chance they will turn to these groups for closure. Stage two is when the ideology begins to set in and the person becomes more and more convinced by this ideology, and eventually they start to believe that the ideology aligns with their own beliefs. Stage 3 is when someone with extreme views begins to start planning to hurt others, such as what weapons to bring, take photos and organise a mass meeting, and this would be the men's-rea, which is the legal term for the planning aspect of a crime and to have a guilty mindset because they are thinking about it (Corteen, 2023). Stage 4 is when all the planning is done, and they are now ready to go forward with the actus-reus, which is the active aspect of a crime which requires the criminal to take action and commit a crime (Hajdin, 2021), such as an act of terrorism such as the 7/7 London bombings (Fair, 2024). For example, research shows that the London bombings were influenced by a terrorist group known as Al-Qaeda, since Al-Qaeda had an anti-Western ideology and carried out attacks aimed at transportation, buildings and people in populated areas, which indicates that harmful ideology can make others carry out acts of violence (Gunaratan, 2005).
Issues with the prevent strategy
The College of Policing (2021) states that the Prevent strategy was always seen as controversial and unliked by some groups, but this had seemed to affect the Muslim community the most, and by this strategy targeting the violent extremists in the Muslim community, this raised concerns in the Muslim community and they thought that they were going to be treated unfairly due to this strategy being implemented. But the UK Government had made some adjustments regarding the Prevent strategy, so they addressed these concerns and reassured that no community was being targeted unfairly.
Although the strategy seemed effective, some communities had concerns about transparency and were sceptical, with some people not knowing why it was they had been referred or how they could fight back against it (Amnesty, 2023). One of the reasons for this was that the authorities failed to disclose information when it was needed, and if they got a request for information, that request would often be refused. While this did not seem like a big deal to some people, others were more concerned about the safety of their personal data, as they had expressed concerns about data protection and wanted to know who their data was being shared with. In addition to this, under the Prevent strategy, local authorities, police and universities are not allowed to give a platform to anyone who wants to talk about sensitive topics such as terrorist related incidents such as Hamas, which could be seen as Islamophobic. This, however, directly contradicts the right to a free and peaceful assembly, so the public do not feel that they are being treated fairly, and it feels like a human rights violation (Amnesty, 2023). Also, the police can keep the data they have acquired about the person for long-term and this can affect the person when they have become an adult later on (Smith, 2025).



Making students aware of prevent

Prevent is there to ensure that the next generation of learners are being shielded from radicalism and terrorism and this is done through a multiagency collaboration, and they implement this strategy in schools and colleges so that these young people will not fall in with extremist groups (UK Government, 2023). 

Martins law and the 4 PS

According to UK Government (2025) the Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Act 2025, also known as Martin’s Law, officially became law on April 3rd 2025, and was officially introduced after the event of the Manchester arena bombings. It enforces legal requirements so that any stadium or building are properly secure, making sure they are guarded whilst making sure that everyone who attends the event is searched so it ensures the safety of everyone else at the event. Also, this is done to prevent acts of terrorism (Protect UK, 2025). Since the start of 2017 there have been 14 terrorist attacks in the United Kingdom, and the national terrorist threat level is currently at  substantial meaning that the possibility of a terrorist attack is likely and could occur anywhere, also, the reason why Martin’s law exists is to make public gatherings safer (Drury, 2024).
Allen, Burton, and Pratt (2022) state that the Contest Strategy aims to stop people from becoming extremists and or terrorists and it focuses on all things terrorism related. This strategy has 4 keys aims known as protect, pursue, prepare and prevent. Pursue is for stopping terrorist attacks, protect is here to increase its capabilities against terrorists and to better stop them, Prepare is when the attack is already in motion and cannot be stopped and the people just have to brace and prepare for any damaged that will occur, lastly prevent is aimed at people supporting extremism or acts of terrorism so that they will stop this supporting of terrorist groups and maybe prevent that person from becoming a terrorist themselves (Blackburn, 2025).
Conclusion
To conclude, this literature review has found that prevent is needed to prevent future radicalisation, and to reduce the numbers of extremists and terrorists making the United Kingdom a safer place (Smatter, 2025). Also, this is accomplished by agencies working together to ensure that anyone vulnerable to violent groups gets the proper care and treatment, so they do not become terrorists themselves.
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