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Supporting Statement 

After reading the book High Rise by J.G Ballard I felt compelled to respond to a certain aspect of the book. Often the characters and description of the high rise refer to it being so tall it creates a sense of vertigo; “-the dimensions of the forty-storey block made his head reel.” I decided to use the idea as the basis for my photographical response as the idea of illusions and the manipulation of reality intrigue me. 
[image: ]Initially, without any research I dived into photoshop and used images of architecture and started experimenting with how I could create these illusion-like distortions of reality. As I researched into this theme of manipulation and illusions, I found myself coming back to Plato’s Allegory of the Cave, this lead me more onto a question I found myself pondering over that because we can observe these illusions, these unreal distortions of reality, how credible is our view of existence? 

[image: Image result for gordon matta clark]I looked at the film Inception and it’s clear that this idea of reality and manipulation is apparent throughout. The way that the film envisages this twist of certainty is something I really felt in awe of. This only confirmed my idea of using reflections to confuse my audience and felt this edited alteration was the best form of distortion.
I was taken aback by the confusion many of Gordan Matta Clarke’s images created, the image to the right specifically which also reminded me of my visualisation of the high rise. The way his images made me second guess what it was I was observing was something I was keen to incorporate into my 60-second-long video. 
After researching the works of Heather and Ivan Morrison I noticed much of their work seemed otherworldly and looked like odd planets themselves. This also confirmed an idea I had to have the images reflected in a way that made them surrounded by the sky and negative space. 


[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ][image: ]The final images resulted in a variety of shapes and patterns that I felt would complement each other in a video where each image fades in and out of each other, all evolving from the same focal point. Each colour image fades into a black and white image and vice versa. This change of colour is a hint to the change of what time period the book seems to be set in as the behaviour of the tenant’s shift. The creations are also inaccessible or inescapable much like what the high rise becomes, distant from the outside world. The audio I have used is a deep rumble of bass with slight fluctuations in volume, not only does this create an odd and attentive atmosphere but also is an indication to the distant rumbles of pipes and elevators in the high rise. Each image is on display for five seconds before merging into another illusion, just enough time perhaps for the viewer to work out the reality it is they’re observing and deciding what illusions they see before them.  
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