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Mummies
Seti I (Cairo Museum 

CG6107; JE2) Abydos



Mummy: Elderly Lady

Queen Tiye,

Wife of 
Amenhotep 
III and 
mother of 
Akhenaton, 
grandmother 
Tutankhamun



Earliest evidence
◼ Body of a woman

◼ Cemetery of 

Hierakonpolis

◼ Mid-Predynastic 

Period = about 3500 

BC

◼ Artificial preservation 

of the body

◼ Was wrapped in linen 

and treated with resin



Research on mummies





Seriously, mummies?



A compleat history of druggs, written in French by 
Monsieur Pomet



Napoleon in Egypt Studying a 

Mummy, Print by E. Fiorello

Making fake mummies



Are you REALLY interested, or is 

this the ONLY extend of your 

curiosity?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cLnDT6uCr_I


From Fiction to Academia

High Priest Imhotep Real historic people

◼ jy-m-Htp (Imhotep)

◼ Common ancient Egyptian 

name

◼ Means “he who come in 

peace”



The most famous Imhotep

◼ BM EA 63800, Late Period, 

6th-4th century BC

◼ Imhotep: vizier and architect 

to King Djoser in around 

2700 BC, credited with 

building Step Pyramid at 

Saqqara (first monumental 

structure in stone)

◼ wrote a book of 'instructions‘ 

as one of THE wise Egyptian 

men



Chancellor of the king of Lower Egypt, pre-eminent 

after the king of Upper Egypt, hereditary 

prince, controller of the palace, great seer [High 

Priest of Heliopolis], Imhotep, builder and sculptor.



The Mummy (1932)

Boris Karlof



The Mummy’s Hand (1940)



The Mummy's Tomb (1942)



The Mummy’s Curse (1944)



The Mummy’s Ghost (1944)



Abbott & Costello Meet The 

Mummy (1955)



Themes in mummy reception 
(literature and film)
( Jasmin Day. 2006. the Mummy’s Curse)

 Sex and death

 Fear and loathing

 Giggles and goosebumps

 Attraction and repulsion

 Add: mysticism, imaginary / imagination

 → for publishers and productions companies: 
money, money, money



Modern (known) mummy movies 

(1999, 2001, 2017, 2008)



Luc Besson’s The Extraordinary 

Adventures of Adèle Blanc-Sec (2010)
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