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As a modern-day practitioner, I find that we as artists, designers and makers have the opportunity and the utilities to create beautiful, vibrant work. We have the freedom to experiment in a variety of colours and mediums. However, I deeply believe we need to take steps in spreading awareness about all our world’s down falls, such as war, poverty, human trafficking, racism and the dangers our youth face today. These are just a few of our world’s problems. We as creatives should use our unique ability of visualisation to make an impact on our viewers, in the hopes of creating a chain reaction of a positive and progressive future. That being said, the exhibition I plan on curating will be centred around the Christchurch attack which took place in two of New Zealand mosques in the city of Christchurch on the 15th March 2019.  The terrorist attack took the lives of fifty innocent Muslims and left many injured. The exhibition will first and fore mostly be a commemoration of the deceased. 
 
“They are us” (Ardern, 2019) were the words of comfort and inclusion spoken by New Zealand’s current Prime Minister, Jacinda Ardern, fourteen days after the Christchurch shooting. The hate-filled terror attack was administered gunman Brenton Harrison Tarrant. Tarrant murdered fifty Muslims during their time of prayer whilst attacking two local Mosques in Christchurch.

For many decades, Islam and the West have been divided due to unfortunate events and clashes of cultural and religious beliefs. For example, Muslims have become a part of the unwanted stereotype that implicates ‘all Muslims are terrorists’. This statement that was given by Western media stems from horrific and disgraceful acts, such as the 9/11 attacks, whereby an Islamic extremist terrorist group. Al Qaeda took hostage and hijacked two planes before directing them into the two World Trade Centres, killing over 3,000 people, including police officers and firefighters. (Worthen, 2018). 

Tragic events like this have labelled a whole religion as ‘terrorists’. Muslims are currently a religion of 1.8 billion people. (Hackett and McClendon, 2017). Targeting a religion based on the acts of a minor group of extremist wrong-doers has now created a great divide, which then subsequently gives rise to hate crime. 

Definition: 
Hate crime – “A hate crime is when someone commits a crime against you because of your disability, gender identity, race, sexual orientation, religion, or any other perceived difference.” (Metropolitan Police, 2019)

On March 15th, 2019, the hate that had been festering in the attacker grew into an angry, merciless machine gun, murdering fifty people. Unlike the assumed stereotype of a terrorist, this man is Caucasian. British newspaper, the Daily Mirror, was criticised for ‘whitewashing’ the terrorist and used its front page to depict him as an ‘Angelic boy who grew into an evil far-right mass killer’. The Daily Mirror had previously issued a front-page cover of a shooting in a gay club in 2016, whereby the headline stated ‘Isis maniac kills 50 in a gay club’(DailySabah, 2019). Other news sources such as the BBC would call the attack ‘a shooting’ rather than a terrorist attack. (Trtworld.com, 2019) (see Fig 1) It seems as if the newspaper media were covering up the fact that it was indeed a white man who had activated a terrorist attack.
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                                                                Fig 1 (dailysubah, 2019)



Prior to his attack, Tarrant dedicated an online space to a malicious 74-page manifesto. We have a duty to create a new manifesto to address such hate crimes. A manifesto should be created as a stepping stone for a better future. We need a lighter future whereby we see each other as humans, humans who have the right to live safely in any chosen environment. 

Definition: 
Exhibition - ‘An exhibition is a public event at which pictures, sculptures, or other objects of interest are displayed, for example at a museum or art gallery.’ (Collinsdictionary.com, 2019)
An exhibition holds a collective of different mediums such as paintings, sculptures and written work from past generations. My exhibition space would be one that creates impact on those willing to listen and acknowledge. It would allow the public to open their eyes. It would be a visual project. The idea I propose is to allow viewers to use their own emotions and thought processes. When taking in the news around the world we often let the mainstream media influence us and implant ideas that may or may not be true. 
In an ideal world I would place my exhibition into a glass house that I would build from the ground up. The glass house would be the same size of the Mosque that was terrorised. the public would be able to enter the house and walk around the exhibition. Preferably I would like the viewers to take in what they see and then enter the premises. By doing this, it allows the viewers to take in the atmosphere before they step inside.
 My intentions are to show the Muslim community in Christchurch that we, the world, know what terrible thing happened and we care deeply.The glass house idea was inspired by the artist Philip Johnson who designed the building in 1945-48, he also built a brick building. both buildings faced opposite eachother. Finally, the buildings were completed in 1949 (Eleanor Devens et al., 2019).
Inside the glass house my exhibition would be displayed. There would be two aspects to my exhibition, one being a visual stimulation and the other would be sound. As for the visual segment I would place fifty colourful prayer mats in the centre of the space, each mat would be spaced out 12 centimetres apart. There would be ten mats per row. This would create a perfect square. The paryer mats would be layed upon a wooden plinth five centimetres above the floor, by doing this, the viewers would gravitate towards the centre as soon as they enter the room.  I would then proceed to over-hang anatomical glass hearts over each individual prayer mat. The hearts will be tailored to the height of the deceased. By doing this I feel that it would conduct a sense of genuine care for each of the deceased. I would retain this information from the friends and family of the mosque community beforehand. The glass hearts would suspend from the ceiling of the house. I would use a strong, clear string to ensure that the hearts look as if they are floating. The string should not be visible to the naked eye. 
As for the sound segment, I would place speakers under the plinth. To ensure the sound comes out and echos around the room I would construct a dozen, one-centimetre holes into the plinth, where the prayer mats would discreetly veil it. My idea is to mimic a heart beat for each individual heart in the exhibition. I feel that this is an important way to commemorate those souls so that viewers who experience that exhibition, years after the attack, remember that those who were murdered were people just like them. With beating heart beats, just like them. 
Commemoration is such an important way to remember those that have gone before us. Especially when the circumstances of their deaths were so cruel. An inspiration for my concept the installation designed by artist, Paul Cummins and Tom Piper. Cummins and Piper worked together to create an array of red, handmade, ceramic poppies and installed them flowing from the window of the tower of London and spilled across the grounds below. 888,246 poppies were displayed to represent the British and colonial military facilities from the first world war. ‘final one placed in the ground on Armistice Day, 11 November 2014’. (Website,Culture Liverpool, 2019) 
commemorations are beautiful and important however a public commemoration takes an extraordinary amount of sensitivity to go behind the idea. Swedish Artist, Jonus Dahlberg, wanted to commemorate the deceased victims of a terrorist attack on 22nd July 2011 in Norway. A gunman dressed as a police man gained access into a summer camp. Dahlbergs proposed his idea of cutting a wound into the that area of the island. To do this he would slice a large mass of the island and the site of where the shooting occurred, he would then build a fjord. 
The idea Dahlberg had in mind was thoughtful however along with some public cristics described the memorial as a ‘rape of nature’ and ‘tourist attraction’ the residence around the area spoke out that the ‘memorial was too invasive and close to their homes’ (Aouf, 2019) 
Dahlberg explained that on his first visit of the island after the attack, he found himself and others around him “in a state of profound sadness” (Campbell-Dollaghan, 2019) though his heart was in the right place, public memorials are difficult to plan. Unfortunately, due to uncertainty for the longest of times, Dahlberg’s’ project was cancelled. 
My plans for the exhibition of 50 hearts involve the residence around the mosque in Christchurch, it also effects the families of the victims. Through the exhibition I would hope to bring some warmth and comfort to those effected. I would like to think my exhibition would come across as sensitive but most of all I would want the familes to know that we, the world, care about what happened and we stand by you.if the exhibition can get that message across, then it would be a success.
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