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Discuss the importance of education, justifying your views with evidence.
“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world” Nelson Mandela.
Education is important as it equips everyone with the knowledge to thrive in the world. It allows an individual to gain opportunities in the workforce. It also provides change and freedom. Education was made compulsory for two hours for ages 9 to 13. This was carried out due to the child labour in factories. By 2015 education was compulsory until the age of 18 (Arthur and Davies,2010). Education was made compulsory in 1980 in the UK allowing everyone an opportunity to gain what is theirs rightfully. 
However, although education was provided the quality of education was questionable. Many areas and poor families were at a disadvantage to this. As there was no state or funding for education. (Arthur and Davies,2010). The EFA Global Monitoring Report (2005) looks at how Schools are providing education by looking at how much time children spend in schools, how well the content of information is and attendance. It also looks at aspects of education such as Sports, reproductive health and human rights. 
An article by Shapiro, S (1993) shows that there was a strive in America to bring education back to the basics. To allow pupils to learn how to read, write and basic mathematical skills. This is shown to be important because it is seen that these skills are needed to be logical in a day to day basis. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sociology focuses on education being bought through primary and secondary socialisation. This shows that education is deemed in all aspects. Primary socialisation shows that education comes from families and imitating parents. It brings the basic ideologies of conforming to authority and norms into play. These factors are used throughout age e.g. coming across a police officer. In the light of being educated from a young age, the understanding of listening to an authority figure will be there. 
Arthur and Davies (2010) State that Education also provides funding for the government from the private sector and taxation from tuition fees. Secondary education was neither compulsory or free in Britain until the ending of World War two. When looked in further detail of history of Education it is minor.  Despite this It also shows that the Government were also fighting for control of education, the curriculum and sometimes funding. 
This suggest that Education is important as is has been outlined from years before to fit the population of the 21st century. There have been many debates and Legislations bought forward to make education better. It allows education to move with time and adjust. Despite the poor lack of education in the past, there ideas brought forward have allowed generations of doctors and teachers to be born. Jobs like these are essential to society and would not be here without education. 
As outline in the quote above Education has a lot of power and through time has developed to fit the individual so they are equipped with the qualities needed to thrive in society. 
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