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Why is Education important?

Education is important as children will begin to understand the world they live in, therefore children will begin to learn cognitive and cultural nature of their world and the understanding of themselves and also themselves as people (Alfrey, 2009, p.2).  Education is a continuous development and it relates to any strands of development such as physical, emotional, social and cognitive therefore these strands are interrelated (Alfrey, 2009, p.2).  In Education it is mostly focused on the personality of the child to ensure that the child fully develops, and is who they are and not someone else (Alfrey, 2009, p.2).  

Jean William Fritz Piaget’s theory focuses on cognitive development of the child although his work is being re-examined today, his theory is still very important to children’s development and the understanding of the child to this day (Alfrey, 2009, p.3). Piaget believed that thinking does not develop smoothly for children and individuals, and Piaget believes there is a certain point where it ‘takes off’ (Judge, Jones and McCreery, 2009, p.3).  Piaget’s theory provides stepping stones such as a developmental timetable and this will provide the Educator approximate dates for the children to achieve their goals and targets (Alfrey, 2009, p.3).  Alfrey, (2009, p.4) states that Piaget believed that “children are not born with understanding ready made but they have to construct understanding from experiences and that they have mental structures that enable them to cope with the complicated world of people and event”.  It is important to remember in Piaget’s theory is that the environment affects the age of transfer between stages and that it is important that educators are aware that children are individuals and they develop in different ways and in different stages (Alfrey, 2009, p.6).  Piaget also saw children and individuals as striving to maintain the right balance as the individuals try to make sense of the world that is around them (Walkup, 2011, p.106).  Piaget did not develop his theory beyond this point and therefore he believed once the individual got to the age of 11 and onwards he assumed that there were no big changes once formal thinking was acquired (Walkup, 2011, p.106).  

Lev Semyonovich Vygotsky’s theory influences of cultural and social context, this theory is very similar to Piaget’s theory and he believed that children develop cognitively through language and social interaction by the children talking themselves through what they are going to do next (Alfrey, 2009, p.9).  Vygotsky believed that the adults play a vital and an important role in the children’s life by doing this it will enable the child to find out what someone or something is about, and by this is the educator said you need to tidy the blocks, this is giving the child a simple instruction so that the child can follow and is aware of what they need to do (Alfrey, 2009, p.9-10).  He believes that the adult has an important part in the child’s life and he means by providing the child with independence but also providing the child with some support, and by doing this it will allow the child to resolve the cognitive conflict.   (Alfrey, 2009, p.10).  He believed that children would understand the task better if they have something that is at their ability or just past what they know as this will ensure that the child or individual understands and that they progress onto the next level (Walkup, 2011, p.108).  

By looking at the both theories it shows that they are both very similar and they both suggests that to a very high extent the children’s cognitive process depends on a wide range on their ability to do so.  The Educators have a very high instruction to ensure that the children develop in the area of their cognitive development and the social interaction and this is down to the teaching by peers and adults (Alfrey, 2009, p.10-11).   

Jerome Bruner and Margaret Donaldson’s theory focuses on the importance of the role of the adult in supporting the child and also to ensure that the child is developing to a higher level or learning skills, another term for this is ‘scaffolding’ (Alfrey, 2009, p.11).  The theory puts three ways of thinking and these are enactive, iconic and symbolic and these three ways of thinking will represent their understanding throughout life (Alfrey, 2009, p.11-12). Donaldson states that when the language is appropriate this will make human sense and the child will understand better such as if the educator said I have one pencil here and I add one more how many would that make the child will answer two, this is simple language but when making the language difficult for the child, therefore the child will not understand the meaning and could be out under pressure (Alfrey, 2009, p.13).    Donaldson’s theory states if the thinking is embedded and children are able to reason with then this is realistic for children, but if the thinking is disembedded this is classed as unreal thinking then this will be unfamiliar with the child (Judge, jones and McCreery, 2009, p.3).  

Walkup (2011, p.120) states that the “hierarchy of needs ranging from basic lower-level needs (such as food, warmth, shelter, survival and safety) to the top-level of self-actualisation (or the fulfilment of one’s potential), has been an influential humanistic explanation of motivation”. The hierarchy of needs theory comes from Maslow but many people criticise the theory as the theory doesn’t look at the whole person, it is important to look at the whole of the child to ensure that their needs are met and that they know where they stand (Walkup, 2011, p.121).  

The importance of education(Pearson, 2018) states that “The global challenge for education is not just about providing access, but also ensuring progress”.  It states that there is one in five adults that lack the written communication skills for adults this skill is required to progress in life and that fifty seven million children do not know what it is like to be out of the classroom, and many more children and adults are still in education and are not learning effectively, this can have a large amount of impact on both the adult and child for their future ahead of them the (The importance of education, Pearson, 2018).  

This review of research into why is education important reveals that it is very beneficial in most cases, as Piaget and Vygotsky focuses on the cognitive development of the child, and this is significantly important for the child as this will allow the child to progress further and to meet their targets by using the ‘stepping stone’ technique will allow the child to progress (Alfrey, 2009, p.2-13).  By looking at Bruner and Donaldson’s theory focuses on the role of the adult in relation to supporting the child but also ensuring they are using the correct language suitable for the child (Alfrey, 2009, p.2-13).  These theories rule out that Education is important, and that it provides a valuable source to children and young adults and that it is lifelong.  On the other hand by looking at Pearson’s it shows that most adults are lacking the written communication skills and that this is a very valuable source for them and it is a skill that is required to progress further to meet their needs.  Pearson also stated that most children did not know what it was like to be outside the classroom and therefore this could result in being a problem (Pearson, 2018).   By looking at all theories it brings to a conclusion that Education is a valuable source for children and young adults and that it is very important to schools, colleges and adults as education is lifelong.  
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