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Relationships are present in every narrative for a built world however with some being toxic they can occur in both fiction and reality. Comparing both the films and books of each narrative there's a clear indication of how toxicity is displayed. Stephanie Meyer's Twilight Saga has been criticised for the romanticisation of emotional manipulation with the books being described in an article by Editorial (2009 cited in Collins and Carmody 2011: 385) as 'a dark undercurrent of sexual assault and abuse'. Moreover when compared to Bryan Lee O Malley's Scott Pilgrim vs. The World it's clear that the power dynamics of the characters show similarities but also extreme differences. 
Albeit according to Neumann (2016) Scott is portrayed as 'an anti hero' likewise he's described as 'emotionally immature' (Wu, 2016:418), whereas Edward Cullen is the epitome of being the saviour for the damsel in distress. Research carried out by Young (2009 cited in Collins and Carmody 2011 : 385) found that 'the MSNBC published an article which labelled Bella and Edward's relationship as controlling'. Stereotypical genders roles have an impact throughout both narratives and with 'adolescents facing a high risk of dating violence' (Collins and Carmody, 2011: abstract). It's crucial to focus on how fictional worlds can impact an audience. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Gender roles influence how we all individually value romantic relationships. Both narratives have similarities in how the female protagonists are portrayed. Bella and Ramona each rely on the male leads to protect them, with Edward defending Bella against the vampire population and Scott having to face Ramona's seven evil exes. By protecting them violence is almost always used, research by Brody et al (1993, 2008, 2002 cited in Fischer and Evers 2011 : 23) discovered that 'men are stereotypically perceived to express their anger more directly and in a more antagonistic way than do women'. Nonetheless this doesn't mean that the female leads don't face the consequences. Edward is depicted to have a short temper throughout the Twilight saga, to demonstrate his dominance he uses his strength.

  ''He threw himself at me, flinging me back across the table...Only now did I feel the searing, stinging pain that ran from my wrist to the crease inside my elbow... I looked up from the bright red blood pulsing out of my arm.'' Meyer (2007).

 Edward's emotional state is unstable, with a lack of control he often forgets that Bella is a human and doesn't possess the physical healing qualities of a vampire, this is an example of behaviour from an abuser. Indoctrinated by his attractiveness Bella views Edward as ''the most selfless man she's ever met'' (Guanio-Uluru, 2016:211) and this is where the relationship goes toxic. Edward doesn't have a strong standard of morality compared to Carlisle Cullen, who ''forfeits his vampire instincts in order to work as a doctor, saving human lives rather than taking them - and ideal of which all his ''adopted'' children fall short.''(Guanio-Uluru, 2016:211). Due to this Bella receives the negative feedback of Edward's toxic masculinity. 

Similarly to this Ramona faces this kind of behaviour from Gideon Graves, one of her evil exes. Near the end of the film she finally stands up to him which in return she receives a slap and kick down a flight of steps. Research carried out by Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (2000 cited in Collins and Carmody 2011:383) discovered that 'dating violence is gendered, with females suffering higher rates of victimisation and injury than males'. Both films execute violence in this manner to then portray the male leads as heroes when they 'rescue' the female leads or 'apologise' for their actions which usually results in them making excuses instead of delivering a legitimate apology. Young impressionable audiences subconsciously absorb this information which ultimately has a negative impact on them, with male viewers believing that it's acceptable to behave in this fashion and for female viewers to perceive this behaviour as normal.

Bella enables the toxic behaviour to continue whereas Ramona doesn't address it until necessary. Meyer wrote Bella's character as oppressed, she's willing to drop everything and devote herself to Edward. An investigation by Oorschot et al and Einolf (2005, 2010, cited in Valentova 2016 : 157) stated that ''proclaimed informal solidarity is higher among women than among men, due to the fact that women tend to be more sensitive to the values of reciprocity, mutual responsibility and care''. Behaviour of this kind can transmit damaging messages to young impressionable viewers as it’s teaching them that it's okay to lose your identity in order to please someone else. According to Click et al (2010, cited in Aubrey et al 2018) ‘‘Bella Swan, the first person narrator of the series, conforms to passive and stereotypical portrayals of young women...she is submissive, and insecure, and she is utterly content to serve the needs of others’’. By having young women adopt these characteristics it encourages them to subconsciously partake as a slave. Writers such as Ames and Platt (2010, cited in Aubrey et al 2018:61) argue that ''Twilight is rife with traditional representations of women...some might argue, antifeminist themes''. 

''The premise of the series, built on the intense romantic relationship between a vampire and teenage girl, is ''unabashedly pro-abstinence'' says Platt (2010, cited in Aubrey et al 2018:61). 
Mormonism heavily influenced the underlying agenda of the Twilight saga, with Meyer being a Mormon herself the hidden symbolism throughout the films become apparent once recognised. Bella and Edward both display symbolism of the Forbidden Fruit representing Adam and Eve, their relationship is solely reliant on emotional attachment and abstinence displaying no growth or connection just the pressure to get married. Pressuring someone in this manner can create unrealistic expectations for susceptible viewers where they can get reality mixed up with fantasy. Day (2014 : 32-33) expresses that ''by presenting sex as forbidden or off limits, abstinence-only messages essentially sexualize that very postponement...locate young people in a state of constant anticipation...Seifert specifically attaches the term ''abstinence porn''. Throughout the initial hype of the saga fans were expressing their wishes of finding their own version of Edward who they could project their fantasies on to, although fantasising isn't harmful the extremity of it became unhealthy.
Ramona's values on relationships are the exact antithesis of Edward's. While Ramona has immersed herself with multiple partners exploring polyamory with the Katayanagi twins and bisexualism with Roxy Richter, Edward grew up in the early 1900's, the significance of this would connotate that modern views on love are completely foreign to him. Research carried out by Stacey and Meadow (2009, cited in Klesse 2016 : 1353) found that

 ''Differences include distinct orientations towards marriage as an institution. 'Polyamory, literally many loves, not many spouses, moreover, is less an alternative form of marriage than an alternative to marriage at all''. 

Edward believes that he must get married in order to start a life with the other person in the relationship whereas Ramona is comfortable to just love a person for a period of time and is able to move on to the next. The way it's portrayed in the film is quite toxic as she's not empathetic of her partners, this behaviour can influence an audience to believe that this is normal to do.  Even though both couples display feelings for each other it's Scott and Ramona who act on them quicker, early on in their relationship they have sex, whereas Edward keeps pushing Bella towards marriage instead. Due to this whenever Bella is around Jacob Black, Edward has an extremely hard time controlling his jealousy. Research carried out by Easton and Hardy, and Deri (2009, 2015 cited in Klesse 2016 : 1353) states that 
''sexual control and embodied possession is an implicit part of this arrangement and is evidenced in the gendered nature of jealousy that tends to legitimise male violence exerted during fits of jealousy.'' 

Being raised in the same era as Bella, Jacob is able to comfortably express his romantic feelings for her through physical affection. Due to Edward's nature he is unable to replicate this and subconsciously becomes jealous, this behaviour between the two of them create the love triangle displayed throughout the saga which has caused a divide between the audience.

'' Multitudes of girls and women have swooned over the series and its portrayal of a "true love" relationship ...Other multitudes are horrified by its regressive gender ideology... Edward... exhibits the obsessive, controlling behaviour often seen in potential abusers... He not only forbids Bella to see her (male) best friend, but sabotages her truck and arranges for her "kidnap" to enforce the prohibition'' (Gaarden and Bonnie, 2012: 205). 

When young impressionable viewers see this there's the risk that they'll absorb this information as the norm. The books and films popularity would have made the characters appear as role models when in reality looking at their characteristics and behaviour they shouldn't be admired or aspiring to be like them.
Regardless Edward and Jacob aren't the only ones who develop a love triangle. In Scott Pilgrim vs. The World, Scott and Gideon develop the love triangle at the end of the film. Scott expresses extreme anger when the news that Ramona and Gideon are dating again emerges. Emotional manipulation is used to further push Scott to the edge as seen in the image below.
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Universal Pictures (2010) ''Image of Gideon Graves with Ramona Flowers using public display of affection.''
Available at: https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=129093669
Accessed: 3rd December 2018

The public display of affection fires up Scott to get revenge on Gideon. According to Bachman and Guerrero (2006, cited Boon et al 2009:748) ''revenge is identified as a destructive communicative response to hurtful events''. Gideon demonstrates the most abusive behaviour out of both of these built worlds, he implants a microchip into Ramona to control her every move and thought. Research carried out by Goodman et al (1993, 1996, 1999, 1999, 1990, 1979, 1999, cited in Karakurt and Cumbie 2012: 115) discovered that ''Violence in intimate relationships can occur...and in emotional forms such as...dominance, control, isolation, ridicule, use of intimate knowledge for degradation''. Emotionally manipulating Ramona to taunt Scott demonstrates how insecure he is, thus presenting that toxic relationships don't always include the main couple. It can affect previous or new partners. ''On the other hand, some relationships suffer from more systematic male violence, which is deeply rooted in the patriarchal traditions of men controlling ‘their’ women'' stated by Johnson (1995, cited in Karakurt and Cumbie 2012: 115) this explains Gideon's need for coming out as the victor. It's problematic as it requires him to violate a previous partner who he doesn't really love anymore and to also ruin Scott and Ramona's relationship. This attitude towards seeking revenge can submit dangerous messages to viewers, possibly encouraging them to follow in the actions of Gideon. The need to control a person is extremely toxic as it harms their wellbeing in the long run.

To conclude both narratives within their set worlds have different factors equating to the toxic relationships, how they have been presented shows how they can impact an audience. With Twilight being more subtle with hidden imagery and Scott Pilgrim vs. The World being explicitly violent you can see the drastic differences of the power dynamics with each couple.  Both transform their content to relate to reality however show different perspectives of it. 
Each are effective in this in their own ways. Edward's and Bella's relationship has been presented as romantic however it's extremely oppressive, Bella has no control whatsoever as she is willing to give up everything for Edward. With Edward being over a hundred years old his views on love are outdated, paired with his controlling personality, it isn't normal behaviour and this can create unhealthy fantasies for those who are impressionable viewers. When compared to Scott's and Ramona's relationship there's character development throughout the books and film, they can both identify that they have problems and are willing to support each other to try and solve them. This is a more realistic way of demonstrating how problems would be solved in the real world. 
Although Gideon also displays behaviour which is present in the real world, his character out of both narratives are the most toxic out of them all. He manipulates and physically invades people for gain. 
The Twilight Saga is more effective at transforming emotionally abusive relationships, whereas Scott Pilgrim vs. The World is more effective at transforming physically abusive relationships. Even though emotional manipulation is used in this world, within Twilight it's constant. Due to the hidden themes of Mormonism Twilight is a lot darker than it first appears and with Scott Pilgrim the narrative focuses on mending the emotional abuse at the end. This isn't present at all within the Twilight Saga. As for the physical abuse this comes to an end within Scott Pilgrim once all the seven ex's are defeated, even though Scott Pilgrim is more effective at transforming this it can't be ignored that it's more likely for the physical abuse to continue within the Twilight Saga. Both narratives are effective at transforming toxic relationships to relate to the real world however it's the change in morals from the characters that show the differences.  
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