It may be argued that the principle of statutory interpretation diminishes the status of legislation as the primary source of law in the UK. Discuss.

It is argued to an extent that the principle of statutory interpretation diminishes the status of legislation as the primary source of law in the UK.  Statutory interpretation is seen when judges in courts make decisions on certain words used in cases. It is sometimes difficult and rather confusing when the meaning of words gets mixed up. It is vitally important that judges make these decisions carefully as it will result in how a case will turn out. Not only is it important but it is also necessary that these words have their correct definition in cases as sometimes it can be unclear. Judges make these decisions by taking certain steps and following rules carefully. There may be multiple reasons why a number of words are seen clear: Ambiguity, where there is more than one meaning for a word. A broad term, where a word covers multiple possibilities, a drafting error, where parliament may have made a mistake. Changes in the use of language,  where it is seen that overtime meaning of words change. [Cheeseman v DPP]. New developments in technology.  The literal rule helps judges make decisions. In the legal dictionary the literal rules meaning is said as follows…. “The rule of statutory interpretation that demands that a statute be interpreted according to its very wordsregardless of result and regardless of any attempt that can be made to find the intention of the legislator”.  Under the literal rule, judges should apply the correct definition and meaning of words, R. v Harris [1836]. As well as this the literal rule would be the first rule used and applied by judges when applying to a case. Using this rule leaves no chance for judges to use their own opinions. Even though the rule gets followed and applied, it can cause slight problems in courts. There may be some different opinions and disagreements of the natural meaning of words, R v Maginnis [1987].  

Things I will discuss in my essay : 
Golden Rule - 
Mischief rule – 
Should the law-makers be clearer in expressing their intentions via statute?
Does statutory interpretation cause problems? 
Are there any rules that underpin statutory interpretation?
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