TRSK5001	Assignment 2- Conference Proposal (1000 words)	1600551
[bookmark: _GoBack]Outline a Theology or Religious Studies or Islamic Studies paper that you would like to deliver at a student conference. 
The following shall outline a paper related to Religious studies that could be delivered at a student conference. It shall focus on Christian responses to the existence of evil and will consider the types of sources that might be used, key themes, methods of research, and will also provide a summary of the subject.
Firstly, the paper would examine the definition of evil from a religious perspective and suggest the different forms that evil may manifest itself through for example physical evil, manifesting itself usually through human beings as a direct result of the imperfections of creation which derive from God making autonomous and free beings. The paper would also briefly analyse the effect of natural evil and the implications this has on Christian responses to the existence of evil. One major example of this would be the Theologian Thomas Aquinas who believed that natural evil served as a higher good and that God could inflict such natural evil as punishment to maintain order.[footnoteRef:1]  [1: Tina Beattie, ‘Thomas Aquinas, part 7: the question of evil’, https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2012/mar/12/thomas-aquinas-question-evil, 06 January 2018.] 

Furthermore, the paper would consider issues such as the origin of sin within the context of original sin where Adam and Eve first sinned against God and would examine the implications that this event had on the subsequent sinful nature of humanity and the need for salvation. In addition to this, the paper would examine the figure of the Devil/Satan and the influence that such a figure has on the Christian outlook of evil including the popular belief that the Devil is actively working against God, often thought of as trying to tempt God’s people in to sin which draws parallels with the original sin narrative contained in the Bible. The paper would also consider themes around the topic of evil such as the implication that free will has on humankind’s ability to be sinful beings with the capability of committing evil acts. It would also consider Christian responses to the scope of God’s Salvation when analysing issues such as whether Jesus’ sacrifice when dying on the cross as an atonement for sin means that anyone can be saved or whether Salvation is limited for some people, for example, those who commit the most heinous crimes as it may be argued by some Christians that although Salvation is solely dependant on God, there are surely some evil acts that are beyond the redemptive power of God.
When preparing the paper, I would consider different types of sources for example when examining the implications of Adam and Eve’s fall from grace one might focus on the primary Biblical accounts found in Genesis chapters two and three. Furthermore, other source such as academic sources might be used when delivering such a paper and could be used to add academic weight to the influence of free will on human’s choice to commit acts of evil for example Christian Theology: An Introduction to its traditions and tasks edited by Peter Hodgson and Robert King provides a clear example of a theological explanation of sin from Augustine’s perspective and notes that creation and hence human beings are created in a natural order where they seek supreme good (found through God). Due to the nature of human beings according to Augustine, there is no clear explanation of evil however, it can be described as a voluntary diversion from the divine path and natural order.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Peter C. Hodgson and Robert H. King, eds, Christian Theology: An introduction to its Traditions and Tasks (London: SPCK, 1983), pp. 172-73.] 

Moreover, one would utilise a range of internet sources when researching the paper, for example, one could access websites of different Christian denominations and may attain a deeper understanding as to their responses to the existence of evil. One example of this is the website of the Jehovah’s Witnesses which contains several articles, books and other publications which express their beliefs. One of which is titled ‘Why Does God Allow Evil and Suffering’. It comments on how evil on earth began with Satan tempting Adam and Eve which resulted in suffering and sin and goes on to stipulate that God has allowed suffering to show that without the rule of God and the willing surrender to the will of God, there will be no true peace as this cannot exist through human reign.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Jehovah’s Witnesses, ‘Why Does God Allow Evil and Suffering?’, https://www.jw.org/en/publications/books/good-news-from-god/why-god-allows-evil-and-suffering/, 06 January 2018.] 

Furthermore, I would examine different Christian denominations and their responses to the existence of evil. For example, I may look at the Catechism of the Roman Catholic church and consider their key teachings with regards to the origin of evil where it states that God, in infinite wisdom, created a free world in a state of striving towards ultimate perfection, and until that perfection has been sought, there exists good and physical evil.[footnoteRef:4] Further methods of research for the proposed paper would include the possibility of interviews with a variety of Christian denominations to provide a deeper understanding of the different responses to the existence of evil within denominations. [4:  Catholic Truth Society, Catechism of the Catholic Church (London: Catholic Truth Society, 2016) pp. 78-9. (310)] 

Another example of a source which would be useful when preparing the conference would be the Salvation Army Handbook of Doctrine which in chapter two wrestles with the problem of evil.  The handbook states that one cannot fully explain the existence of evil in a universe that was created by an omnibenevolent God. It also stipulates that evil which comes as a direct result of humans is a consequence of the nature of creation as free, autonomous beings with the freedom to refuse God’s loving plan.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  The General of the Salvation Army, The Salvation Army Handbook of Doctrine (London: Salvation Books, 2013), p. 32.
] 

When executing the paper, audience engagement may be achieved through several means including the use of technology (presentation, an interactive video), the asking and answering of questions, (e.g. Is the existence of evil damaging in a Christian worldview that was created by a perfect God?) and through involving the audience in the discussion of Christian responses to the existence of evil.
In conclusion, the paper would focus on Christian responses to the existence of evil and would utilise different academic sources as well as primary sources such as the bible to explain the responses within Christianity. Key themes include the origin of evil within the context of Adam and Eve, the existence of the devil and the impact that this has on the presence of evil, denominational responses to the existence of evil and Jesus’ defeat of sin on the cross one of the most symbolic events in Christian history.
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