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People Across Time: The Urbanization And Industrialization Of Britain

In this essay, I will discuss how people and society changed throughout time as a direct result of the urbanisation and industrialization of Britain. Industrialization first began in Britain in the early 1780's, starting with mechanised spinning. This created a high demand for steam power, coal, iron, and low-paid workers, most of whom were lower-class citizens and immigrants. Although the GDP was mainly stable before the industrial revolution, the wider population regularly went without key necessities such as food and clean water due to unstable work conditions. It could be argued that the main contributor was the lack of laws supporting the common people and instead benefiting those who were wealthy business owners, as a monopoly on business was less than uncommon. If we compare this to modern day, although much has not changed, the employees of a business are permitted to strike or make their voice public in the form of whistleblowing without fear of unfair dismissal. With easy access to cheap raw materials, low-cost freight transportation, and very lax industry standards, London, or rather Britain, was undoubtably destined to become an industrial powerhouse. Where land was once barren and cheap, it was purchased in masse for large factories, electrical grid systems, and resource mining. This saw towns such as Grimethorpe, a small mining village in South Yorkshire, emerge during this time period simultaneously with the nearby occupation of empty land. Now the town has an 8.6% unemployment rate, compared to the UK average of 6.5%. However, in its heyday there were several people who would make the move because of the prospect of employment. Now I would speculate that even with Barnsley council commissioning new homes, it will be extremely difficult to fill. This is not including the lack of jobs, but rather the appeal of an area where industrialization has taken place but those in charge have failed to urbanise the area in order to preserve its prosperity.
However overall, these changes shaped not just Britain but gave fuel to a mass spread change and growth throughout Europe. Although Britain weas leading in the world commerce due to its resources and the fast-paced growth. With the industrialization and urbanization came a huge improvement in income and birth-rate throughout Britain. The discussion of welfare also arose around the same time with people such as Bertrand Russell whose ideologies were thought to be utilitarian and progressive but upon examination, we find that those ideas had flaws in them. (J.E King 2005) mentions that Russell though that the establishment of such a welfare could and would lead to the laziness and comfort zone of many. Leading the working class to no longer strive and try to achieve more but to rely on and expect the government to supply their needs. This however is based on bias view as Russell’s idea was highest number of agreeing people to a specific issue would decide on behalf of the minority.  Leading to the establishment of the Poor law system. They believed it was needed in order to reduce the cost of looking after the poor, take beggars off the streets, encourage poor people to work hard to support themselves. The upper and middle class were essentially paying for the benefits provided to the poor which by 1834 they decided I was to expensive to maintain these standards which came of local tax.
These new ideas and policies created the workhouses which grouped into unions and every union had or started building workhouses. These workhouses created extremely poor working conditions, people started to feel resentful to ask for help out of fear of having to them enter these workhouses which were forcing people to work in extremely bad conditions and follow sever rules. Inmates, man, women, children, the old, sick and insane were not left exempt from such atrocity they all had to work in things such as breaking stones, factories and mines. They were forced to wear uniforms and eat a droning diet and, in some cases, even eat flesh from rotting bones such as the case in Andover house. Although amendments were put in place to try and better the treatment of the workers these workhouses continued to Break up families and were the leading cause of several deaths and health problems to the workers. However, this was not mass accepted a number of individuals disagreed with such cruelty and spoke out against it as well as giving rise to many riots against the cruelty suffered by the poor in short as Richard Oastler said this system was ‘Prisons for the Poor’.
 But industrialisation and urbanisation created great benefits to society, with urbanisation and industrialisation they revolutionized the consumer goods industries and were able to create many jobs and provided farmers with more control over their lands and playing a more significant role in the progress of the nation.
By the second industrial revolution 1860 we still had a production powerhouse which fuel the British economy but by the early 1900’s with the beginning of electric power the focus started to change and the coal, mining of natural resources started to decline, industries started to shift from producing good inhouse and exporting them to other places in Europe to importing and exporting when the industrialisation started to pick up in places such as Germany. Witch created more opportunities to educated people rather than the poor or society as a whole.I argue that although life expectancy got better and peoples living conditions got better the gap in income and quality  had remained the same as it’s a issue we still experience till this day. Living standards was maintained with a gap between the rich and the poor meaning the livelihood might improve but the status in society would essentially remain the same. Companies were forced to provide a open market giving space for competition of industries which did create more jobs and provided options for customer who once might of not been able to afford goods. 
Transportation also had a major role not just in poor peoples lives but also in the rich as the trains and motorways started expanding its reaches. Not just the upper and middle class were able to freely and easily move around but now also the peasant had an opportunity to seek other places to live, jobs and even create business creating a shift in commerce and who were able to get into it. Although they were not always as successful as the middle and upper class due to lack of network. 1958 the first motorway was created they called it the Preston bypass allowed people to travel quicker and migrate easily, providing more opportunities to those who wished to migrate in order to chase a better. With the increase in trading by peasants they were a fight for reduction of trade tax which in 1820 was applied and with it came a reduction of tax and cost of transportation, causing an increase in import and export which caused some companies to increase their profits, and some even increased the pay for its employees.
Bridgewater canal was also a key transport hub giving a great access to small towns which grew during the coal production, people migrated in masses to seek opportunities, but with the end of industrialisation the population in some of this towns declined once again. Nevertheless, some of these small towns were major producers of goods and are still recognised to this day for its major contribution to the nation and its economy.
The conclusion is although the industrial revolution and urbanization of England and Wales was a major turning point to the nation it had its flaws before, during and after and to the lay people which expected their lives to improve, it was merely a change which wasn’t always for the best. The poor was still poor, and the rich was still rich and the gap neither decreased noir necessarily increased. But the country benefitted in ways we cannot even begin to imagine for it gave Britain the power to establish and maintain power over colonies and other countries who either followed behind or who look up to Britain for guidance. 
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