Technology has had a major impact on society as a whole especially in policing, over the recent years technology has been changing drastically with equipment getting easier and more beneficial to use, making policing as a whole a lot easier to control in certain situations with technology have a massive influence on policing in recent years(NPCC 2021).

CCTV is used by the police to monitor public areas to detect incidents that go on in that area so police officers can respond to the response of the CCTV and deal with the situation (Parliament 2002). Cctv has been effective in the police force over the years because it gives the police insight into what the situation is that they’re dealing with which makes them ready to deal with the situation in the manner that they think is appropriate, by the police having a good understanding on what is happening in the situation(Gov. UK 2020). This will make the decision-making of the police officers better because they’re not going in the situation dark. After all, CCTV has made it where they know everything that is going on in the second, so they will keep getting informed on what is happening in the situation which they can use that time to plan on how they’re going to tackle the situation which will be in the best interest for everyone involved. By the police getting a lot of information on the incident from the CCTV cameras this will help them be more prepared for the incident which will make their decision-making improve to save lives and not make as many mistakes which could leave to lives getting lost (college of policing). CCTV has been very effective for the community and vulnerable people because with CCTV being everywhere this will increase the chance of the person getting caught for the crime that has been committed giving justice to the people of a community that have been affected by the crime (College of Policing 2021). Deterrence has a major impact on crime also because CCTV cameras being implemented everywhere will prevent crime from happening in towns and cities because the person who wants to commit the crime will think twice. After all, CCTV will have the evidence needed to prosecute the person for the crime that they want to commit(Gov. UK 2021). This has been effective for policing, community, and vulnerable people because crime has gone down in areas that have made it easier for police officers to do their job. After all, CCTV can record areas that the police are not at making it easy for the police officers to obtain evidence if a crime has been committed in that area which they can use for evidence in court( College of policing 2021). Community and vulnerable people has seen a decrease in 13% over recent years and 5 crimes being solved every day because of CCTV cameras which has benefited the community as a whole because the community doesn’t have to worry about so much crime happening in their area because the CCTV cameras has a massive impact on crime rates going down keeping the community safe from criminals and vulnerable people not being afraid to go outside because of crime (BBC 2010). More CCTV cameras have been installed in the Gwent area to tackle crime which would be effective for the community because they will feel a lot safer going out in the community and they can allow their children to go out and play without worrying about them the whole time(Gwent Police 2021).

Facial recognition has been used in the police for years to identify people for evidence and to find people that they’re looking for. This has been effective for the police because if they get a call in telling them that a person has seen the guy the police is looking for they can use their facial recognition technology to see if it’s the right guy that they’re looking for (Met police 2021). This has also been effective when searching for terrorist suspects that they have evidence on. They would put a post out describing the terrorist they’re trying to find and then the police would wait for calls to come in and then they would look through the facial recognition system from the information the person has given them to see if it’s the terrorist (Interpol). This has been effective for the police because it has lowered crime over recent years. After all, they can find their suspects easier with facial recognition systems so this saves the police a lot of time which they can put into different crimes, and it keeps the community safe from criminals (Morris 2019). Facial recognition system has been effective for the community and vulnerable because it has lowered crime rates over recent years which has made the communities safer for people to live in, facial recognition has also helped the vulnerable because they feel a lot safer when roaming the streets because they have protection from the facial recognition systems if anything happens to them and they would get justice (College of policing 2021). Police in Wales have introduced a handheld facial recognition system that the police can use on the move to find wanted targets. This is Effective for the police because they can patrol areas where they think the wanted target is and they can use the facial recognition system on the move to find the target much easier than looking on loads of screens in the control room to find the target (Roberts 2021). South Wales police have introduced a facial recognition mobile app to identify vulnerable, missing, and wanted individuals on the go. This app allows the police force to confirm the identity of someone instantly even if the person gives the officer misleading details the app is getting tested right now by 70 officers in South Wales and if it's effective enough it will roll out to all officers in Wales. This is effective for the police because the officer doesn’t have to rely on a suspect’s information anymore as they can use that device to get their information up instantly which saves the officer a lot of time when dealing with the suspect. Also, it's effective because it leads to quick arrests being made. After all, if the person is wanted and is on the database it will come up with a match straight away and the officers can deal with the situation as quickly as possible before the situation gets out of control. (South Wales Police 2021). The negative of facial recognition is that the communities don’t like it because they feel that their liberties and freedom are being taken away from them by having cameras everywhere. It also makes people paranoid because they feel that they always have cameras watching everything their doing and they can’t live a private life with cameras everywhere analysing data on everything around them(Cole 2019)

Fingerprint recognition is used to gather evidence at a crime scene when a crime has been committed. Fingerprints have been a major part of policing over the years because technology has evolved and fingerprint recognition has improved a lot since it first came out its very accurate now and you can get anyone's fingerprints using this technology(Interpol 2019). Taking fingerprints off someone who has committed a crime will go on the police database which is a benefit for the police service because they will have all the data on that offender if they re-offend in the future which will make the process quicker for the police in the future (Gov. the UK). Gwent Police and South Wales police have brought out a new fingerprint technology where you can scan people's fingerprints on the streets, their fingerprints go through the police database, and reveal a suspect's identity if their fingerprints match (Pascu 2019). This method is effective in policing because it minizines the time needed for the police to make an arrest, this new method only takes 60 seconds for the fingerprints to come back from the database which saves police officers a lot of time when trying to identify a suspect (Gregory 2019). The is positive for communities in Wales because it keeps criminals off the street and it’s a quicker process to dealing with suspects which resolves situations in communities quicker than without this device. 
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Police officers use social media all the time to get information from the public about suspects. They use various social media including Facebook and Twitter where they put information regarding a suspect online and ask the public if they know anything about the person and where to locate them. They also put-up posts regarding missing people they do this to make the community aware of someone being missing and to contact the police straight away if they have any information on the missing person, they always make sure to add a contact number to the posts so if anyone has any information regarding suspects or missing people they can contact the number anonymous for their privacy because some people fear their wellbeing if they give out information by using their names just in case(MOD 2013). This is effective for the police force because they can put out information online regarding a missing person and with the help of the Community they can work together to find the person that is missing. Also, police officers are human and make mistakes in some cases so by having the community work with them as well it will reach a larger audience, and it's more likely to find the missing person so by a police officer using technology to post about missing people the community can get involved to solve the missing case (Gwent Police). Recently Gwent police have put an outpost on social media regarding a 96-year-old lady that has gone missing, this has reached over 80,000 interactions and has made it on many news articles online. This is effective for the police because it spreads awareness for the person that has gone missing which increases the chances of the person getting found and by police officers using social media the community is also interacting with the posts which will reach a larger audience resulting in an increase chance in someone finding the person. After all, more people are aware of the situation and will be on the lookout to find the person(Brown 2022). The negatives of social media in the police is that someone people don’t look at the post correctly and can get scammed because people out there will make fake accounts pretending to be the police force and give out links in the comments for people to click on to report a crime which will lead to them clicking on a scam link. This is hard for the police to prevent because it's hard for the police to trace down the individual and if they try to get in contact with Facebook to get details on the person's location Facebook don’t have to give information over because they’re American company (Gov 2022). Finally, some people online are too scared to give information about a suspect to the officers because they are scared that the suspect will find out that they give out information on them which will leave the distressed and always worries that the suspect will try and seek out revenge on the individual for giving out information. So at times, this makes it hard for the police officers to get all the information they need to catch a suspect because some people will not give out information over a fear of revenge (Victim support 2022).


Body cameras have had a massive impact on technology in policing over the years they were introduced to protect the police officers which has been beneficial for them so far. Body cameras are there to record video and audio evidence to protect the police officer and the public. The body cameras there are proof of what happened in the incident and can be used for evidence in court (Metropolitan police 2022). Body cameras are activated by the officer by a click of the button and when they click the button it starts a loop of 60 seconds recording but no audio but if the officer clicks the button again it will capture that first 60 seconds of audio. This is effective for the police because they can use the body cameras to capture events that happen at any incident that they attend to capture audio and video footage on what is happening at the incident for their protection and the public to make sure that everyone is treated fairly in the incident(Home office 2018). They also are effective because the body cameras capturing audio and video footage stops false claims from being brought up by the person in the incident. Over the years Police officers have been falsely accused of allegations that they haven’t done for example the person that they have arrested has said they have assaulted them and pushed them around when arresting them, the officer never done them allegations but when the officer has allegations like them to prove that’s he not guilty for the actions it was hard to do. But since body cameras have come into place and the cameras record video and audio footage they can use that footage to prove that they weren’t guilty of the allegations that have been said about them(Shaw 2016). Since the body cameras have been introduced complaints and allegations on police officers has gone down by 93% this is a massive statistic and is effective for the police because before it was hard to prove that you were innocent but since they have introduced body cameras most suspects don’t bother to claim allegations because everything that is happening in that incident is recorded and will be used for evidence if they falsely claim something which isn’t true(Gayle 2016). Body cameras have made policing more effective because since body cameras have been introduced crimes has gone down this is because some people will not commit a crime if they’re being watched all the time they will get paranoid which will stop them from committing the crime so since the public know that body camera is on most of the time it stops people from committing a crime. After all, the police will have evidence on the body cameras to show that they have committed the crime( College of policing 2021). Body cameras have been effective in the community. After all, it has seen domestic violence cases get solved a lot more because more people have spoken up to the officer since they have been introduced. After all, it's recording everything they’re saying which makes the victims feel more comfortable talking about what happened. After all, the police officers will use the evidence from the body cameras in court and that makes the victims more relaxed about the situation because it’s a higher chance that they will get justice for domestic abuse(BBC 2021). Finally, body cams have been effective for the community because they have to speed up justice for victims this has been a positive for victims of crime because before in some incidents it could take months to convict someone for the crime and the victims would be angry and scared intill they were convicted, but since body cameras have been introduced in some incidents the body camera is all the evidence the police officers need to use in court for the suspect to plead guilty which you speed up the justice for victims in the recent years(BBC 2021).

Passive data generators are automated systems that can gather or collate information on suspects that the police need more evidence on. This technology lets the police specialist team access personal records on the suspect to see if they can get more evidence needed to arrest them. The system can also analyse the suspect's telephone activity and view anything they need to look at on their phone for evidence. From the passive data generators searching through the phone for data they can send the evidence straight to an officer to then convict the suspect for the crime that they have committed (College of Policing). This has been effective for the police because it has saved the police a lot of time. After all, they can rely on people to get the information that they need to use for evidence for the incident that they have committed, which will save that officer a lot of time on finding evidence when the generators do the job for them (Kearns, Muir 2019). It has also been effective for the police because it has solved crimes that the police couldn’t do on their own, by the passive data generators being introduced it has found out a lot of evidence that regular police officers would never find making their lives easier to then convict that suspect for the crime that they have committed, so since they have been introduced more crimes has been solved. After all, the evidence for that crime is easier to find(Sussex Police).
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