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What factors contribute to some victims choosing not to report their crimes? Evaluate the reasons and implications of underreporting in the context of the criminal justice system

There are a number of factors that contribute towards victims of crime choosing not to report a crime. Some of these factors include, fear of retaliation, a lack of trust in authorities, involvement in the crime or a fear of being incriminated, embarrassment, cultural or social norms, legal consequences, lack of knowledge of regarding reporting crimes, emotional and psychological barriers, perception of injustice, a victims relationship with perpetrator, as well as a lack of support around the victim. This essay will discuss the main reasons surrounding the underreporting of crimes, the implications of this on the criminal justice system, the effect that it has on human rights, equality and justice, as well as a critical analysis of victimology.  

Firstly, fear of retaliation is one of the main reasons why victims of crime often choose not to report a crime. This is because victims or witnesses may be reluctant to disclose the occurrence for fear of violence or retaliation from the perpetrator or those connected to them (Navarro, 2022). Another factor that commonly influence’s a victims' decision not to disclose a crime is a lack of trust in the authorities. This is due to the fact that people may be reluctant to report a crime if they don't trust the police or if they don't think reporting a crime would result in anything successful (Low and Owen-Evans, 2024). Furthermore, personal involvement or fear of being implicated are two further factors that may influence a victims' decisions whether to disclose or not to disclose crimes. Witnesses or victims may occasionally believe they could be charged or accused in relation to the crime, particularly if they may have had any involvement. (Rossetti, Dinisman and Moroz, 2016). Another common reason victims may also refrain from reporting crimes is due to feeling shame or embarrassment around the crime.  Victims of crimes such as domestic abuse or sexual assault may conceal the crime because they feel ashamed or humiliated. (Catton, Dorahy and Yogeeswaran, 2023). If victims are unaware that a crime had occurred, this could also have an impact on their decision to report it. Some people might not be aware that a crime has been committed, particularly if it is minor or they are unsure of what exactly qualifies as criminal activity. In the same manner, people's decision to report a crime may be determined by a lack of reporting knowledge. This is because some people might not be aware of the various reporting options, such as anonymous hotlines, or they might not know where or how to report a crime. (HMICFRS, 2019). Cultural or social norm differences are another aspect that could influence this. It may be considered unacceptable to involve authorities in certain cultures, or it may be the custom to settle disputes amicably or informally without the use of proper resources (Tomaszewski, 2018). Emotional or psychological barriers are another element that could influence this. Victims may resist discussing or coming forward because they are traumatised, apprehensive, or in denial about the incident. (Posick and Singleton, 2014). Another element that could make a victim less inclined to disclose a crime is their perception of injustice. People may feel there is no purpose in reporting a crime if they think it won't affect the outcome or that the legal system is incompetent (Fissel, 2023). The Fear of Legal Consequences may also effect a victims decisions regarding reporting a crime, particularly with regard to illegal activities such as drug use or immigration status issues. Victims or witnesses may fear that reporting the crime could expose them to legal liabilities (Jacome, 2018).

The criminal justice system is significantly impacted by underreporting of crimes, which affects justice as well as the efficiency of law enforcement. Some significant consequences include resource allocation, as statistics on crime are frequently used to identify the areas that most require resources or police presence. Inaccurate data could result in misallocation, when certain areas are overlooked while others are overpoliced. Perceived ineffectiveness can impact the criminal justice system as a result of a lack in reporting crimes. Unreported offences lead to gaps in crime statistics, which hinders law enforcement's ability to respond appropriately. Public trust may suffer as a result of the belief that important concerns are not being addressed by the legal system. (Low and Owen-Evans, 2024). Another factor is the erosion of accountability. The public may believe that the justice system does not hold criminals accountable if it seems ignorant of or incapable of addressing crimes, which could erode confidence in its capacity to uphold justice and order. Public Safety is another element that may be impacted by the underreporting of crimes. This is due to the fact that underreporting might make crime rates appear lower than they actually are, ultimately meaning that the high-risk communities may not receive as much funding and resources as they should be and due to this communities lose faith in law enforcement. (Brown and Hobbs, 2023).Underreporting of crimes can significantly impact victim support services in several ways, including having. A lack of awareness, resource allocation as well as specialised support to victims. Victims are denied access to vital services like protection orders, counselling, and legal aid if crimes go unreported. Victims may become more susceptible as a result of this lack of support, which could even result in re-victimization. Additionally, underreporting prevents victims from using the judicial system to pursue justice (Beckett and Warrington, 2014). Another consequence of underreporting is an increase in crime rates over time.  There is no deterrent when crimes are not reported and when victims are unlikely to report their crimes, perpetrators may feel more confident to carry out additional crimes. This causes societal issues by creating a vicious cycle of rising crime in particular places (HMICFRS, 2014). Certain crimes often go under-represented, which is another visible consequence of underreporting crimes. Sexual assault, domestic abuse, and human trafficking are among the crimes that are most susceptible to underreporting since they often go unreported or undetected. This perpetuates injustice and victimisation, especially for vulnerable or marginalised communities (Buil-Gil, Moretti and Langton, 2021). 

Human rights, equality, and social justice are all significantly impacted by underreporting of crimes since it compromises the fair and equal treatment of all members of society and has a direct impact on the preservation of individual rights. 
In terms of human rights, underreporting of crimes, especially those involving violence and exploitation like sexual assault, domestic abuse, and human trafficking, affects the right to protection by denying people the protection that is provided by human rights laws. Without reporting, victims may continue to be in danger and be unable to flee or seek justice, despite the fact that the right to be free from abuse and exploitation is a fundamental human right. Since victims have the right to pursue justice and accountability for crimes committed against them, their human right to justice is also affected. Unreported crimes deprive victims of their legal rights to proper representation and involvement in the legal system. Additionally, this implies that offenders are frequently not held responsible, which threatens the integrity of the larger legal system. Crimes that go unreported also affect access to services, which are a basic right. The right to basic services such as medical care, legal aid, and psychiatric support is frequently included in human rights frameworks. Victims are denied access to these services due to underreporting, which leaves them without the assistance they require (Alston, 2023). 

Equality is also impacted by underreporting. Marginalised groups, including women, racial minorities, immigrants, and LGBTQ+ people, are frequently disproportionately affected by underreporting and may encounter additional obstacles when trying to seek justice. These groups may experience social stigma, lack confidence in authorities, or fear discrimination, all of which might deter people from reporting crimes. This leads to disparities in access to protection and justice (University of Leicester, 2024). Crimes that go unreported can also undermine access to safety and fair treatment. Making sure that everyone is treated fairly and with dignity, regardless of their background, is the main goal of social justice. Underreporting of crimes compromises this by permitting injustices to continue unchecked, particularly when individuals fail to report crimes that impact their safety and well-being out of fear, embarrassment, or discrimination (HMICFRS, 2014). 


The study of crime victims, their experiences, how society reacts to them, and the wider effects of victimisation is known as victimology. Victimology is a subfield of criminology that studies a variety of topics pertaining to crime victims, such as their traits, the psychological and social effects of being victimised, their interactions with the criminal justice system, and how laws might be changed to better assist them. 

One of victimology's numerous advantages is that it emphasises the experiences of victims, which were previously overlooked in criminological research that was more concerned with criminals and crime. By highlighting victims' viewpoints, victimology changes the focus of the story from merely examining criminal activity to taking into account the needs and trauma of those impacted. Another benefit of victimology is advocacy and policy. Policy changes intended to assist victims have benefited greatly from victimology's contributions. The knowledge gathered from victimological research is used to support victim-centered services, construct victim compensation programs, acknowledge victims' rights, and create restorative justice procedures. Additionally, another advantage of victimology is the empowerment of marginalised groups. The significant effects of crime on marginalised groups, including women, members of racial minorities, the poor, LGBTQ+ people, and children, have been highlighted by victimology. Victimology has contributed to the push for more responsive and inclusive social and legal policies by addressing the particular needs of these groups. (Walden University, 2019)

Although there are many positive aspects to victimology there are a number of limitations and criticisms of victimology. The possibility of victim-blaming is among victimology's most important criticisms. Victimology has occasionally been accused of overemphasising the victim's involvement in the crime, which can give rise to the notion that victims bear some of the blame for their victimisation such as in the cases of domestic violence or sexual assault. Early victimology theories occasionally seemed to imply that victims might be partially accountable for their victimisation due to personal traits or behaviours, but modern victimology seeks to avoid such errors. Victimology has been criticised for occasionally ignoring the viewpoints of offenders, despite its value in highlighting the needs and rights of victims (Sage Publications, 2018). The discipline runs the danger of overlooking the complexity of the offender's circumstances, such as elements like mental health, socioeconomic background, and the possibility of rehabilitation, by concentrating solely on the victim. Critics contend that a more impartial view of crime and justice may be hampered by this biased approach (Thompson, 2019). 

To conclude there are a number of reasons, many of which are situational and extremely personal, victims frequently decide not to disclose crimes. Fear of reprisal from the perpetrator and a lack of faith in the legal and governmental processes are two major causes of this. Others can experience embarrassment or feel that specific offences, such delicate assault situations, are stigmatised too much. The intricacy of victim experiences and the critical need for help are highlighted by the numerous elements that can serve as obstacles to reporting crimes.  
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