Research Project 
Key points in the Literature Review
	Literature review/
context
	Present a structured, critical review of current and seminal literature review in the area chosen.

The purpose of a literature review is to provide:

A critical discussion and analysis of the framework, concepts, models, or specific theories that underpin the study. 

The identification of key (seminal) theorists in the field who have conducted research in the area.

A discussion of the relationship of each work to the others under consideration, including the exploration of conflicts amongst seemingly contradictory previous studies

An identification of new ways to interpret prior research.
    
The identification of any gaps that exist in the literature.

Clarity about why additional research is needed

Setting of own research within the context of existing literature [very important].


	
	Can include some secondary statistical data to give context but should not include any data that the student has collected themselves.
.

	
	Can include applied sample cases but the emphasis should be on academic underpinning of the research problem.

	
	Should use subheadings

Often structured from wider context to narrower focus. 

	
	Should not be a descriptive list of small unrelated sections.
 
Student needs to critique their own interpretation of material, presenting their rationale, so that the reader can follow their thinking.

	
	Needs to have a recognisable logical order to subsections
 

	
	Should not be presented just in report format but as a coherent, flowing body of text that ‘tells a story’.

	
	For quantitative work, the hypotheses need to be clearly stated in the appropriate sections of the literature review.

	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Should end with a clear identification of the research gap and research question




