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Medieval genealogy is thwart with difficulties, not just because of the shortage of sources, but also because of the conclusions of some Tudor Heralds, and eighteenth and nineteenth century peerage publications such as Burke’s Peerage, both of which J. Horace Round, lambasts in his peerage studies.[footnoteRef:1]  His focus on the actual sources demonstrated that the Stewarts were descended from a Breton family and not Banquo,[footnoteRef:2] and the Spencers weren’t descended from the medieval Despencer family.[footnoteRef:3] [1:  J.H.Round, Studies in Peerage and Family History (New York: Longmans Green, 1901), available at https://archive.org/stream/studiesinpeerage02rounuoft (Accessed 24 May 2018).]  [2:  Round, Studies in Peerage, pp. 115-146]  [3:  Ibid, pp. 279-329.] 

One family that he doesn’t appear to have studied is the Courtenay, for which there are two branches; the English Courtenay, Earls of Devon, and the French Courtenay who during medieval times were Emperors of Constantinople.  They are usually said to be connected, a French Renaud de Courtenay, somehow is deprived of his lands in France, which are then settled on his daughter Elizabeth, who marries Pierre, the youngest son of Louis VI, King of France, who takes her name and are the ancestors of the French branch of the family.  Meanwhile Renaud, or Reginald de Courtenay and his son or sons are banished to England and found the English branch.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Wikipedia contributors, 'House of Courtenay', Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia, 6 May 2018, https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=House_of_Courtenay&oldid=839924423 (Accessed 24 May 2018).] 

This appears to have been accepted for many years, and still is[footnoteRef:5], but there seem to some inconsistencies in this version.  For instance, there is no record of which I am aware, in the French sources for the sort of quarrel or treasonous behaviour that would warrant a Lord and his sons being deprived of their lands and titles.  Nor any record of an attempt to regain those lands and titles by any descendants. [5:  K.S.B. Keats-Rohan, Domesday Descendants: A prosopography of Persons Occurring in English Documents 1066-1166, II. Pipe Rolls to Cartae Baronum (Woodbridge, Suffolk: Boydell Press, 2002), p. 429.] 

There are also differences in the genealogies and histories of the family as to the descendants of Renaud/Reginald on the English side.  Although I have no expectation of finding the answer to these questions, this is to start to see what some of the primary sources do say and what can be confirmed.
M. Quantin, Cartulaire général de l'Yonne, recueil de documents authentiques pour servir à l'histoire des pays qui forment ce département (Auxerre: Société des sciences historiques et naturelles de l'Yonne, 1854), available at https://archive.org/details/bub_gb_SykbAAAAYAAJ (Accessed 19 May 2018).
No. CXXVIII, pp. 237-243, Foundation de l’abbaye des Echalis, pres Villefranche, has on p. 239, Annuit hoc dominus Milo de Curtiniaco, et Willelmus filius ejus and later
Huic dono interfuerunt Milo de Curtiniaco et uxor ejus Elisabeth et filii eorum Willelmus, Joscelinus, Rainaldus, et ii omnes laudaverunt : nee hoc solum, sed quicquid de eorum casmento adquirere possent.
Naming Milo de Courtenay and his son William, in the first instance, and then again Milo, his wife Elisabeth and three sons; William, Joscelin, and Rainald.  If the sons are named in order of birth, then Rainald is the youngest.
In the same book, there is a Donation by Pierre de Courenay to the Hospitalers of St John of Jerusalem (No.  322, pp. 472-474).  It starts Ego Petrus, Nivernensis comes et Curtiniaci dominus (I Peter, Count of Nevers, Lord of Courtenay) and finishes, datum apud Curtiniacum in castro meo, anno Domini millesimo centesimo quinquagesimo, which I think means, dated at my castle of Courtenay, AD 1150.

[bookmark: _Hlk514989725]The Great Roll of the Pipe for the Seventh Year of the Reign of King Henry the Second, A.D. 1160-1161 (London: The Pipe Roll Society, 1885), available at https://archive.org/details/piperollsociety04pipeuoft (Accessed: 22 May 2018)
This is apparently the first mention of Reginald de Courtenay (Regin de Curtenai) in England; holding Sutton in Berkshire.

D.C. Douglas, (ed), Feudal documents from the Abbey of Bury St. Edmunds (London: Oxford University Press, 1932), available at https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/002096750 (Accessed 23 May 2018).
Reginald de Courtenay (Reginaldo de Curtenay) is a signatory to two writs of Henry II dated between January 1164-1169.  Both of the writs confirm the manor of Great Barton in Suffolk being given to Walter de Ventador and Roger Chaperun (half each) previously butler and chamberlain respectively to William the king’s brother.

J.H. Round ed., Calendar of documents preserved in France, illustrative of the history of Great Britain and Ireland, Vol 1 A.D. 918-1206 (London: Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, 1899), available https://archive.org/stream/calendardocumen00roungoog (Accessed: 24 May 2018).
Reginald de Courtenay is a signatory to many of Henry II’s charters, in the period 1166-1175 and then several in 1181-1182, and one in 1188.  Since his son and successor may also have been called Reginald,[footnoteRef:6] it is possible the charters in the 1180’s were signed by him. [6:  Keats-Rohan, Domesday Descendants, p. 429.] 


Liber Feodrum: The Book of Fees commonly called Testa de Nevill reformed from the earliest MSS. Part I. A.D. 1198-1242 (London: His Majesty’s Stationery Office, 1920), available https://archive.org/stream/liberfeodorumboo01grea (Accessed 20 May 2018).
 In 1212 in Berkshire, Robertus de Curtenay tenet l. libratas terre in Sutton’ per finem quem fecit cum domino Rege Johanne sine servicio nominato quam Rex Henricus pater dedit Reginaldo de Curtenay avo suo. (p. 107)  which indicates that King Henry gave Sutton in Berkshire to Reginald de Courtenay, and this was in 1212 owned by Robert de Courtenay, his grandson.
Then on p. 117, Henry II also gave Reginald de Courtenay land in the Honour of Wallingford


[bookmark: _GoBack]
Calendar of Inquistions Post Mortem and other analogous documents preserved in the Public Record Office, Vol 1 Henry III (London: His Majesty’s Stationery Office, 1904), available https://archive.org/details/calendarinquisi00offigoog (Accessed: 24 May 2018).
There is an inquisition post mortem for Philip de Columbariis alias de Columbers, which states that Robert de Curtenay bought Batesford manor in Suffolk, from Philip de Columbers, father of the late Philip, and gave it to Robert’s daughter Egelina as part of her marriage portion when she married Philip the younger (presumably the Philip of the ipm).
This is evidence for a Robert de Courtenay as the father of Egelina, the wife of Philip de Columbers

The Great Roll of the Pipe for the Thirteenth Year of the Reign of King Henry the Second, A.D. 1166-1167 (London: The Pipe Roll Society, 1889), available at https://archive.org/stream/piperollsociety11pipeuoft (Accessed: 22 May 2018)
Reginald de Courtenay is still holding Sutton (p. 4) but there is a mention of a son of Reginald not named, on page 1, which would imply that he came to England with at least one adult son or old enough to be mentioned in the Pipe Rolls.

This is just the very beginnings of research and every Pipe Roll should be looked at, particularly to get a better idea of when other members of the Courtenay family start to appear.  Also, to learn how to read a Pipe Roll properly and improve my Latin.
Other avenues for research include finding more French primary sources, to identify when Elisabeth de Courtenay, married Pierre de France and more on Renaud/Reginald while in France.
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