SJYW7012		1301843
In Defence of Youth Work campaign (IDYW, 200) defined ‘youth work’ as a universal open-access facility where the young people freely engage, offering informal education opportunities, addressing issues based on their own perceived concerns and interests. Youth Work has seen significant financial cutbacks which has had an impact on youth practice. The wellbeing of service users has been affected because of the deprivation on resources. Additionally, the deprivation of time and resources for the service providers to be able to care for the young people (Abramovitz and Zelnick, 2010). There was also a sense that care workers felt a loss of control over their work – less time, less resources and less professional autonomy (Hughes et al. 2014). The economy has changed during the years which has led to increasingly competitive funding bids. Therefore, the youth service is becoming more restricted due to pressure of honouring government rules (Hughes et al. 2014). The social and economic integration for young people is an ongoing challenge, however, this has escalated due to the pandemic that we are living in at this moment in time (Covid-19) (International Labour Organization, 2020).
Beck (1992) discussed society risks and how this would impact globally such as nuclear plants and nanotechnology. It is stressed that if experiments went wrong, it would have a global impact. Today we are facing a risk in society, Covid-19. This has affected each person globally. Rules have been implemented by the government and the world has lost normality. Ultimately, this virus has impacted on the youth service and the deliverance of support to the young people regarding employment, training, education, mental health, social skills etc. Young people are suffering from this pandemic and their future and are concerned about their place within it. Furthermore, the pandemic will likely have long-term impacts (International Labour Organization, 2020). In my experience, the pandemic has stopped the face-to-face contact with young people, and this has had an impact on the relationships already built with the young person and adult. Moreover, mental health has soared due to the isolation and lack of contact with other people, the stop/start of education and training, to find and continue employment, and the overall challenges of being a young person (Global Child Forum, no date). Youth workers have worked hard to find ways to help and support the young people through technology and care packages, and continued engagement for the young people’s welfare.  
Globalisation is also impacting on young people with continuous changes in the economy. Young people are living in a world of uncertainty and need to adapt to the changes of the world. I feel this is a scary time for them and choices need to be made on their lives to suit their world. Globalisation can affect employment prospects and fluctuate prices and costs of items, both of which will affect the young person financially. Additionally, with financial fluctuation could mean financial change to sustain social welfare which also affects the young people (UKESSAYS, 2020). Furthermore, this can affect the young person’s positivity and confidence to find employment, therefore youth workers use their patience and perseverance to ensure that young people do not give up on their hopes and dreams during this hard time. All of above means that we need youth workers now more than ever.
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