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During the session, you will explore the process of screen printing using Metallic, pearl and puff pigment binders.  The advantage of pigment binders, are that they relatively easy to print with and adhere to all fabrics/ fibres after fixation through heat.  Unlike dyes they sit on the surface, the disadvantage of this type of printing is the handle of the fabric after printing and fixing.  Pigment printing will make fabrics stiff to handle and give a particular look and feel to a surface.

Metallic Pigment Print: Is opaque and will give a matt lustre to your prints in silver or gold, with the addition of pigment colour you can create a variety of metallic tones.
Pearl Pigment Print: Is opaque and will give a pearl lustre to your prints, with the addition of pigment colour you can create a variety of pearlescent tones.
Puff Pigment Print: Is opaque and will expand or fluff up when exposed to heat.  With the addition of pigment colour you can create a variety of effects.  Puff can be used to create different looks: it can sometime emulate a flocked surface, create an embossed effect on stretchy fabrics and may sometimes look like stitch when printed with the right imagery.

Generally this method of printing will cover any dyed or printed background colour that has already been applied to the cloth.

Task:
To explore the method of pigment printing onto cloth. 
 
You may wish to print areas of solid/ block colour first and then choose another colour for overprinting finer details.  What happens when you print layers or use the natural transparency of the fabric? Maybe try masking of areas of your screen to break up the image, using masking, washi tape and stencils. Be creative with your approach and expect the unexpected.

During the session you will learn how to:
Safely weigh out binder and mix pigment colour 
Screen print cleanly and set out fabrics for printing on the print tables
Print onto appropriate cloth/ fibre for the process 
Finish/ fix the print to the cloth
And learn about the suitability of process 

N.B. 
To fix your pigment prints you will need to heatpress the dried print at 150˚c for 20 seconds.
Larger prints can be fixed by baking at 150˚c for 5 minutes in the baking oven.
When fixing/ expanding your puff, ensure that the heat source does not make direct contact with the fabric, you can close the heatpress but do not clamp it shut.  Clamping the heatpress shut on your puff printed fabrics will flatten the effect.




