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RESEARCH TOPICS



WHAT IS A RESEARCH
TOPIC?

A focussed subject
or issue that can be

studied
systematically.




CHOOSING A TOPIC

Working Title Aim Hypothesis
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Purpose of Research Objectives -




BRAINSTORMING

Retrofit /
Sustainable Refurbishment Construction
Construction Materials
Circular Health and Contracts
Economy Safety
. Climate Project
Environmental Change Delays
Impact Risk
Management
Construction Digital
Costs Technology

Building
Artificial Safety

Intelligence
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CHOOSING A TOPIC

There are several

criteria to consider
when deciding on
your research topic.
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* Realistic
* Specific




CHOOSING A TOPIC

Initial Idea

Narrowing

Final Focus
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*Sustaimnable building practices

*The effect ofusmng recycled bricks in one
housmg project m Swansea m 2024.




CHOOSING A TOPIC

*Sustamable building practices.

*The effect ofusmng recycled bricks in one
housmg project m Swansea m 2024.

*Factors mfluencmg delays m residential
construction projects m Carmarthenshire.
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Construction industry in the UK
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CHOOSING A TOPIC

Sustainable building practices. Adoption of low-carbon building Barriers to adopting low-carbon
materials in new-build housing building materials in the residential
projects in South Wales. housing sector in London.

Health and safety in construction.  Effectiveness ofhealth and safety @ Evaluating health and safety

training in reducing accidents on compliance on high-rise
high-rise sites in Cardiff. construction projects in Cardiff and
Swansea.
Construction industry in the UK The challenges faced by smalland Post-Brexit impacts on supply

medimum-sized construction firms in chains and labour availability in UK
the UK post-Brexit. construction SMEs
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CHOOSING A TOPIC

The effect ofusing recycled bricks The use ofrecycled brick materials Assessing the impact ofrecycled
in one house project in Swansea in in residential construction projects brick use on cost efficiency and

2024. across Swansea (2015-2025). sustamnability in resid ential
construction projects in South
Wales.

Noise levels from a specific Noise pollution from construction Impact ofconstruction-related

concrete mixer used in a Llanelli equipment in residential building  noise pollution on residential

housing estate projects in Llanelli communities in Welsh towns.

Worker productivity on one
Crossrail site during night shifis.



CHOOSING A TOPIC

Expanded

The effect of using recycled bricks The use ofrecycled brick materials
in one house project in Swansea in in residential construction projects

2024. across Swansea (2015-2025).
Noise levels from a specific Noise pollution from construction
concrete mixer used in a Llanelli equipment in residential building
housing estate projects in Llanelli

Worker productivity on one Comparing worker productivity
Crossrail site during night shifts. during night and day shifts across

multiple Crossrail sites.

Assessing the impact ofrecycled
brick use on cost efficiency and
sustainability in residential
construction projects in South
Wales.

Impact of construction-related
noise pollution on residential
communities in Welsh towns.

Shift patterns and their impact on
productivity in large-scale
infrastructure projects in the UK
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* Realistic
* Specific
* Unique
 Accessible

e Personal




SOURCES OF RESEARCH IDEAS

15

PERSONAL
INTEREST




SOURCES OF RESEARCH IDEAS

il

15

PERSONAL COURSEWORK
INTEREST




SOURCES OF RESEARCH IDEAS

il

i =

PERSONAL COURSEWORK LITERATURE
INTEREST REVIEW




SOURCES OF RESEARCH IDEAS

15

PERSONAL
INTEREST

il

COURSEWORK

=

LITERATURE
REVIEW

&

CURRENT EVENTS




SOURCES OF RESEARCH IDEAS

15

PERSONAL
INTEREST

il

COURSEWORK

=

LITERATURE
REVIEW

&

CURRENT EVENTS

B

PROFESSIONAL
PRACTICE




SOURCES OF RESEARCH IDEAS

il

COURSEWORK

Fﬁ

s

Liverpool heat network that draws energy from canal enters
operation

A SKCOR . BORTS . WGUNE RODCKT ASKMGE OPNON EYBNS KENEAS CAREES NEVSETIS

[ ——

P —

Maps show risks posed by Welsh
coal tips as warning to be sent to
800,000 homes

Checks on coal tips in Wales continue to be made
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m By Ruth Mosalski Political Editor

04:00,03 0ct 2025
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Vnrrowivg your Logenrch Topic

Degree
WHAT IS YOUR FOCUS?
_ Program focus
Why are you pursuing
this degree?
WHAT ARE YOUR
INTERESTS?
What are your
professional goals? Topics
WHAT'S BEEN DONE? Contexts
2 Populations

Topics

Contexts

Populations

HOW CAN YOU Develop Problem Statement

ADDRESS AN
UNKNOWN?

Develop Research Questions
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LOCAL
AUTHORITIES

Aszk the right questions to get
all the needed information to sueceed [l
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REFINING
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LOCAL FLOOD SOUTH WALES
AUTHORITIES RESILIENCE COMMUNITIES

SW1H QUESTION SW1H QUESTION

Ask the right questions to get
all the needed information to succeed [l
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COMMUNITIES
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EVALUATING YOUR

TOPIC

Feasibility Checklist Worksheet

Checklist Item

Is mytopic clearand specific?

Is it researchable with available data/methods?

Do Ihave access to necessaryresources or participants?
Is it feasible in the available time frame?

Am Ipersonally motivated to study this topic?

Does it have academic or practical significance?

Yes No
O O
0 0
O O
0 0
O O
0 0

Unsure
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(|
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EVALUATING YOUR
TOPIC

Identify checklist items marked “No”™
or “Unsure.”

Ask yourself:

e Can Inarrow orbroaden my
topic to fix the 1ssue?

* Do Ineed to adjust my
methodologyordata collection
plan?

* Should Ifocus on a specific
context,region, or stakeholder
group?

Revise your topic and re-run the
checklist if necessary.
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Conduct a thorough review of existing research to identify

gaps and unresolved questions.

PRACTICAL

TIPS

magazines

9

*Explore academic journals, conference papers

and books in your field to understand current trends and

significant findings.



P RACT'CAL Seek feedback from peers and mentors to refine your

ideas and gain different perspectives.

TIPS

«Consult industry professionals or domain experts to

ensure your topic is relevant and practical.
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