
RESEARCH TOPICS



WHAT IS A RESEARCH 
TOPIC?

A focussed  sub ject 
or issue  that can b e  
stud ied  
systematically. 
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CHOOSING A TOPIC 

Working Title Aim Hypothesis

Purpose of Research Objectives



BRAINSTORMING
Sustainable 
Construction

Health and 
Safety

Construction 
Materials

Climate 
Change

Project 
Delays

Digital 
Technology

Construction 
Costs

Artificial 
Intelligence

Retrofit / 
Refurbishment

Risk 
Management

Circular 
Economy

Building 
Safety

Environmental 
Impact

Contracts





CHOOSING A TOPIC 

There  are  seve ral 
crite ria to  consid e r 
when d ecid ing  on 
your re search top ic. 
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CHOOSING A TOPIC 

• Realistic 
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CHOOSING A TOPIC 

• Realistic 
• Sp ecific
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CHOOSING A TOPIC 

a

a

a

Initial Id ea 

Narrowing  

Final Focus
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CHOOSING A TOPIC 

• Sustainab le  b uild ing  p ractice s.

• The  e ffect o f using  recycled  b ricks in one  
housing  p ro ject in Swansea in 2024.

• Factors influencing  d e lays in re sid ential 
construction p ro jects in Carmarthenshire . 



CHOOSING A TOPIC 
Too Broad Re fined Balanced
Sustainab le  b uild ing  p ractice s. Ad op tion of low-carb on b uild ing  

mate rials in new-b uild  housing  
p rojects in South Wale s. 

Barrie rs to  ad op ting  low-carb on 
b uild ing  mate rials in the  re sid ential 
housing  sector in Lond on.

Health and  safe ty in construction. Effectiveness of health and  safe ty 
training  in red ucing  accid ents on 
hig h-rise  site s in Card iff.

Evaluating  health and  safe ty 
comp liance  on hig h-rise  
construction p rojects in Card iff and  
Swansea. 

Construction ind ustry in the  UK. The  challeng es faced  b y small and  
med ium-sized  construction firms in 
the  UK p ost-Brexit.

Post-Brexit imp acts on sup p ly 
chains and  lab our availab ility in UK 
construction SMEs
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CHOOSING A TOPIC 
Too Narrow Exp and ed Balanced
The  e ffect of using  recycled  b ricks 
in one  house  p roject in Swansea in 
2024.

The  use  of recycled  b rick mate rials 
in re sid ential construction p rojects 
across Swansea (2015–2025).

Assessing  the  imp act of recycled  
b rick use  on cost e fficiency and  
sustainab ility in re sid ential 
construction p rojects in South 
Wale s. 

Noise  leve ls from a sp ecific 
concre te  mixe r used  in a Llane lli 
housing  e state

Noise  p ollution from construction 
eq uip ment in re sid ential b uild ing  
p rojects in Llane lli

Imp act of construction-re lated  
noise  p ollution on re sid ential 
communitie s in We lsh towns. 

Worke r p rod uctivity on one  
Crossrail site  d uring  nig ht shifts. 

Comp aring  worke r p rod uctivity 
d uring  nig ht and  d ay shifts across 
multip le  Crossrail site s.

Shift p atte rns and  the ir imp act on 
p rod uctivity in larg e -scale  
infrastructure  p rojects in the  UK. 
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• Sp ecific
• Uniq ue
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CHOOSING A TOPIC 

• Realistic 
• Sp ecific
• Uniq ue
• Accessib le
• Personal
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SOURCES OF RESEARCH IDEAS

PERSONAL 
INTEREST

COURSEWORK LITERATURE 
REVIEW

CURRENT EVENTS MENTOR INPUT
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SOURCES OF RESEARCH IDEAS

PERSONAL 
INTEREST

COURSEWORK LITERATURE 
REVIEW

CURRENT EVENTS PROFESSIONAL 
PRACTICE



SOURCES OF RESEARCH IDEAS

COURSEWORK
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CHANGE
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Pre se ntation title 38

CLIMATE 
CHANGE

LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES

FLOOD  
RESILIENCE

SOUTH WALES 
COMMUNITIES

CURRENT 
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PLANNING

INCREASED RISK 
TO 

INFRASTRUCTURE



REFINING 
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Pre se ntation title 39

CLIMATE 
CHANGE

LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES

FLOOD  
RESILIENCE

SOUTH WALES 
COMMUNITIES

CURRENT 
ADAPTATION 

PLANNING

INCREASED RISK 
TO 

INFRASTRUCTURE

INTERVIEWS / 
DOCUMENT 
ANALYSIS



EVALUATING YOUR 
TOPIC 
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EVALUATING YOUR 
TOPIC 
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Feas ibility Checklis t Works heet 

Checklis t Item Yes  No Uns ure  

Is  my topic clear and specific? ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Is  it researchable with available data/methods? ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Do I have access  to necessary resources  or participants? ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Is  it feasible in the available time frame? ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Am I personally motivated to study this  topic? ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Does it have academic or practical s ignificance? ☐ ☐ ☐ 

 



EVALUATING YOUR 
TOPIC 
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Id entify checklist items marked  “No” 
or “Unsure .”
Ask yourse lf:
• Can I narrow or b road en my 

top ic to  fix the  issue?
• Do I need  to  ad just my 

me thod olog y or d ata co llection 
p lan?

• Should  I focus on a sp ecific 
context, reg ion, or stakehold e r 
g roup ?

Revise  your top ic and  re -run the  
checklist if necessary.



PRACTICAL 
TIPS

•Cond uct a thoroug h re vie w of existing  re search to  id e ntify 
g ap s and  unre solve d  q ue stions. 
•Exp lore  acad e mic journals, confe re nce  p ap e rs, mag azine s 
and  b ooks in your fie ld  to  und e rstand  curre nt tre nd s and  
sig nificant find ing s.



PRACTICAL 
TIPS

•Seek feed b ack from p ee rs and  mentors to  re fine  your 
id eas and  g ain d iffe rent p e rsp ective s.

•Consult ind ustry p rofe ssionals or d omain exp e rts to  
ensure  your top ic is re levant and  p ractical.
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